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INTRODUCTION

There is a unique relationship between Ireland and the United Kingdom,
stemnﬁng from their geographical proximity and shared history and from the
resyltmg close intermingling of people and cultural influences. This
uniqueness has long been reflected in many special arrangements which have
existed between both countries, and can be seen in the co-operation which has

taken place between Government Departments and agencies on both sides of
the Irish Sea.

Over many years, there have been a number of initiatives aimed at furthering
and developing this unique relationship, for example, the Anglo-Irish Studies in
1980-1981 which led to the establishment of the Anglo Irish Intergovernmental
Council, the Anglo-Irish Encounter Organisation, and the British Irish
Interparliamentary Body.

In December 1995 when the former Taoiseach and Prime Minister met in
London, they agreed a multi-faceted programme for East/West co-operation.
This tollowed on from an earlier agreement in Mallorca in September that year
on the desirability of strengthening the bilateral relationships between the two
countries. This commitment to taking forward and developing bilateral
co-operation was further endorsed in the margins ot the European Council at
Nordwijk Holland on 23 May, 1997 when the two Governments issued a
statement identifying further potential areas of co-operation. This was given
further impetus when the Taoiseach and Prime Minister met in London on 3
July, and agreed to carry forward those programmes ot co-operation.

Co-operation is driven and co-ordinated by a joint Steering Group co-chaired
by the Department of Taoiseach and the Cabinet Office. The Group meet from
time to time, most recently on [0 November, to review and monitor progress
over a wide range of areas where better co-operation is being developed. These
include areas such as the application of information technology in schools, the
fight against crime and drugs, health and food satety, protection ot the
environment in the Irish Sea and school and youth exchanges to name but a

few.

Generally, 1997 has been an excellent vear for EastWest co-operation and has
seen progress across a wide range of fronts. This progress report aims to give a
good but not necessarily exhaustive picture of the kind of co-operation which is
taking place between the respective Departments and agencies and to illustrate

the wide range of areas involved.
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SECTION |-
Introduction

Following the meeting between the then Taoiseach and the Prime Minister in London
on.§ May at which it was agreed to promote enhanced co-operation in the field of
cducational [CTs, a meeting took place between lIrish and British Department of
Education officials in London on 19th May to discuss possible areas of co-operation.
The outcome of the meeting can be summarised as {ollows:

the Irish side would prepare 2 short position paper on specitic ICT issues which
would be the basis of ongoing constructive contacts as Ireland's Schools IT
2000 Project develops:

the UK side would make available research findings as appropriate;

the Irish side would be kept informed on developments regarding both the
proposed National Grid tor Learning and University tor Industry:

the EUNET project in which both countries are participating as well as the i
European Studies Project (both of which involve nenworks ot schools) provide
a basis for the development of further co-operation;

it was recognised that there was potential for co-operation, particularly through
the sharing of "best practice” developments and that regular meetings should
take place to review the experiences of both sides.




ng:ussmns are currently taking place between the Department of Education and
§c1cncc and Telecom Eireann with a view (o finalising the detailed content and
xtr?plgmcntation arrangements for Telecom's Initiative, which will be tully integrated
within the overall Schools IT 2000 framework. The implementation of'Schools IT
2000 will be managed at national level by a new National Centre tor lechnology in
Education to be based at Dublin City University. Recruitment for the post of Director-
is al an advanced stage with the recruitment of the four co-ordinators in different areas
is being finalised shortly thereafter, and the Centre will be up and running within two
months of that date.

The Minister tor Education and Science published a policy tramework document for
the Project on 28 November and a copy of the policy document has been forwarded to
the Department for Education and Employment (DFEE).

The Irish Government also announced details of a £250 million Education Technology
Investment 'und on 6 November which will be used to develop technology education
at all levels, ranging from primarv schools to advanced research. There are three main
objectives to the establishment of the Fund:

to renew and modernise the intrastructure of third-level institutions, particularly
in the technological sector,
to develop new areas of activities where emerging skills need have been

identified.
invest in promoting innovation (0 maintam and further our economic growth.

This tunding will be in addition to annual capital allocations and will not replace or
reduce existing investment.

Current Position in the UK

In broad terms, the UK Government's main objectives for the use of technology 1n

education are (o :

ensure Lhat technology plavs an increasingly helptul and supporuve role in the
delivery of teaching and lifelong Icamning,

ensure that young people Icave school and college with the technology skills
that thev will need for life and emplovment in the next century

In the schools sector. the development of ICT capability torms an important element
of the National Curriculum and places substantial emphasis on communicaung and
handling information, and the use of ICT in all curmiculum subjects. The UK Teacher
Training Agency is now developing a National Curriculum for Initial Teacher
Training which will set @ minimum level of ICT competence tor Qualified Teacher

Status.




The plans for both the Scoi/Ner component of Schools IT 2000 and the
National Grid for Learning envisage the creation of a “virtual meeting
place" for teachers on the Internet using dedicated Web sites. [he
options for mutual support and complementary activities in this area
might be examincd in detail. 1

Mechanisms could be developed 10 increase inter-school contacts and
partnerships (North-South and East-West) facilitated by technology.
These could include further developing projects such as the European
Studies Project (ESP), in which 105 schools from Ireland, 97 schools
[rom Northern Ircland and 47 schools from England, Scotland and
Wales arc already involved.

Both counlries are participants in the European Schoolnet (EUNET)
Project. Consideration could be given to developing a joint programme
tor participation in this initiativc.

Given the fundamental impontance of tcacher training to the success of
any ICT initiative, planned activities in this area could be compared to
idenufy opportunities for joint or complementary pilot actions e.g. in the

area of pre-service training.

Exchanges between trainers of teachers could also be considered at the
appropriate time.

to prom ‘W Q-

As stated carlier. a key document on the strategy for Schools IT 2000 was published
by the Department of Education and Science on 28 November and a copy has been
forwarded to the DFEE. [t is proposed that the appropriate otficials from both sides
should meet soon in Dublin to consider this paper and build upon the very useful
exchange of ideas which took place in London on 19th May last. ‘The Minister tor
Education and Science and the Secretary of State tor Education and Employment will
meet on 17 December to examine the possibilities for co-operation between the
respective education sectors, having particular regard to the National Grid tor
Learning and the development of Information and Communications Technologies in

schools.




SECTION 2 : Ireland/UK Co-operation in the Education Sector

There is a great deal of co-operation and contact between Ireland and the UK through
educational links and exchanges. In particular, there is a continuing programme of

school partnerships which takes place under EU educational co-operation

programmes.

School Links

European Studies Project:

This project was launched in 1986 as a uipartite venture by the Departments of
Education in Ireland, Northern Ireland and London. It has been progressively
extended to other countries but continues to have significant participation in these
islands as the following figures for numbers of schools participating in the school year
1996/97 show:

Ireland I 'N. Ireland f England | Scotland IAWales | Main land - | Total
! f | | Eurupe |

|
!

91 | 82 29 4 b1s s . 403

The question ot renewed involvement by DFEE in the management of this
project 1s currently being discusscd.

SOCRATES Programme

SOCRATES, the European Community action programme for transnational
co-operation in the tield ol education, was adopted on 14 March 1995, spanning the

period unul the end of 1999.

The overall aim of SOCRATES is to help improve the quality and relevance of
education for children, young people and adults, by enhancing European co-operation
and increasing access 1o the range of learning opportunities available across the Union.

School Education (COMENIUS):
This sub-programme of SOCRATES tocuses on the encouragement and support of
multilateral partnerships between schools which are built around a Europcan

Education Project and provides tor the following initiatives.

-




Northern Ireland

This course is run under Action B of LINGUA (funding tor in service training abroad

for language teachers, funding being provided by the UK oftice of LINGUA. through-
the Belfast branch. For the past three years, 28 leachers ot Irish have been sent from

England and Northern [reland to attend a two week course in Donegal. This course

has been organised in conjunction with the Armagh office of the Irish language

organisation, Gael-Linn.

inci V i | Traini ra

This programme covers the period | January 1995 10 31 December. 1999 and builds
upon the PETRA, FORCE, EUROTECNET, COMETT programmes, as well as part of
the LINGUA and the IRIS network

Leonardo supports and complements actions in the Member States of the European
Union, o improve the quality of training policy and practice and its capacity of
finding new ways of learning. LEONARDO fosters transnational co-operation,
bringing together the diverse experience across Europe. to devise innovative
approaches to training methodology, content, delivery and materials.

Breakdown of Funded Irish Projects for 1995/1996 with UK organisations
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SOCRATES;

The Higher Education Authority has contirmed that 122 students attended universities
in the UK in 1994/95 academic vear and 114 in 1995/96 under this programme. In
addition in 1996 5 European Credit Transfer System students spent a study period in

the UK.




Pursuant to this request, a document was finalised in latc September which envisaged
a substantial expansion in youth exchange within these islands was submitted
simultaneously to the Department for Education and Employment, Department of
Education and Science, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Department of
Foreign Affairs. The proposals in the paper were to establish a Programme and Joint
Management Structure designed to tacilitate grater interaction between young people
and those who work with them, in these islands discussed at the meeting of the AIIC
Education and Culture working group on Friday, 14th Novembcr, and arc now under
active consideration by the relevant Departments and agencies. [The proposals will
also be discussed in general terms when the Ministers with responsibility for education
mcct on J 7 December.

0 u

Leargas, the Exchange Bureau. currently operates two programmes in the non-formal.
vouth work sector which have an tastWest component: The Ireland/UK Exchange

Programme and Youth for Europe [11.

The Ircland/UK exchange programme promotes exchanges of voung people under the
age of 25 years.

Ireland/UK Exchange Programme

[ 1995 11996 | Total
‘ |

5
i 6 Exchanges 8 Exchanges 14

i

! ]
l 288 voung people, 71 { 313 young people, 60 601 young people, 131 |
| leaders - leaders leaders :
' t

| £8,000 | £8.000 £16,000
— -

. The Youth for Europe 111 programme has a number of areas of action including
vouth exchanges and initiatives and youth worker training and cxchange of

information.

Youth for Europe 111: Exchange programme

11995 1996 Total

117 Exchanges 17 Exchanges 34

90S vouny people,

i
1478 young people, 430 voung people,
223 lcaders

1126 leaders 976 leaders

1£41,818 £45.414 £87,232




THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME AND DRUGS/IMMIGRATION

A meeting at Ministerial level in September 1996 agreed on the value of developing
co-operation in a number of areas including the fight against drugs/police
co-operation, legal co-operation, prisons and immigration. [t was agreed at the
meeting that there would be contact at Secretary/Permanent Under Secretary level”
with a view to developing further co-operation, in these areas. At Head of
Government level. co-operation in the fight against organised crime was identificd as a
priority area for co-operation in the Joint Statement of Intent which was agreed
between the Taoiseach and the Prime Minister following their meeting in May this
vear.

Since then, the Minister for Justice. Equality and Law Reform and the Home Secretary
have been in contact. They held a bilateral meeting in the margins of the Informal
Council of Justice and Home Affairs Ministers on 9 October wherc they reviewed a
number of matters of mutual interest, including the issue of East-West co-operation.
The Minister and Home Secretary noted the steps taken to move the agenda for
East-West co-operation forward and endorsed the objective of sceking out further
areas of co-operation between the two admunistrations

At official level. there was a meeting on 18 July between the Secrctary of the
Department and the Permanent Secretary of the Home Office and their senior officials.
The meeting provided a useful opportunity for senior management in both
administrations to discuss developments and trends across a range of areas in which
the Department and Home Office share common responsibilities. The meeting was
also seen as a useful basis for the beginning of a more structured relationship between
the two administrations including further meetings at that level.

A further meeting at Secretary General/Permanent Under Secretary level took place on
6 November. The primary purpose, was to draw on the experience of the Home Office
in the establishment of their Prison Service Agency against the background of the Irish
Government's commitment to establish a Prisons Authority. The meeting also
involved the relevant senior officials from both administrations.

A further meeting at official level in Dublin on 24 and 25 November took forward
work on the negotiation of a bilateral agreement with the United Kingdom on mutual
assistance in criminal matters which 1s intended to supplement and facilitate the
implementation of three multilateral conventions to which both countries are parties,
dealing with mutual assistance in criminal matters; money laundering, search and
seizure and confiscation of the proceeds from crime, and drug trafficking. The
necessarv consultations are now taking place within both administrations in advance
of seeking Government approval and arranging for signature in due course.




TRANSPORT LINKS AND ENERGY

In 1997, the momentum in regard to the development and improvement of transport
links was sustained, building on the remarkable progress achieved in 1996. This was
promoted by a number of meetings at Ministerial level in that year. The following
paragraphs report on some of the principal developments over the past vear. <

i d e ty

Cork-Dublin-Belfast-1 ame-Stranaer rail Lok

This is a significant project in the context of East-West co-operation and the Europcan
Continent, and the upgrading of the Dublin/Belfast rail line, which is being jointly
undertaken by lamrdd Eireann and Northern Ireland Railways, is at an advanced stage.
In particular, new rolling stock has been acquired with EU assistance which has
enabled an improved timetable to be implemented with effect from Ist September,
1997. Track and signalling on the route has also been upgraded with EU assistance.
The official launching of the "Enterprise” Rail Service on 21st October, 1997 has
brought rail transport between Belfast and Dublin to a standard and quality
comparable with those linking other major cities throughout Europe.

- Holy 1 ~

Following on from the introduction of new high-speed ferries and the major upgrading
of the port of Holyhead. a major programme of works under the Ircland/Wales
INTERREG programme, costing £1.45m., is underway at Dun Laoghaire Station close
o Dublin. Completion is expected by the end of the vear. This upgrade will
transform the station and will improve links to Dun Laoghaire Harbour, which is the
marine terminal for ferry services to Holyhead. In view of the substantial volume of
passenger and roll-on/roll-off freight traffic between Ireland and the UK to and from
this port. the station upgrade will contribute greatly to the improvement of East-West
links. A pre-security clearance system for rail freight containers for subsequent transit
through the Channel Tunnel has also been put in place. obviating the need for
subsequent checks.

Rail link to Dublin F

Work on the extension of the rail link t0 Dublin Port continues. [t will result in easier
and more efficient freight access to Dublin Port with a conscguent increase in the
market share for rail-based freight movements both in Ireland and between Ireland and
Great Britain. The track-laving has commenced and it is anticipated that the
connection will be in place early next year. This project, costing £1.7m. is also being

carried out under the Ireland/Wales INTERREG programme.




greatly assist in the removal of barriers and improve the conditions for travel between
Ircland and Wales.

Ireland Wales Port Community System

This project will develop an information system which will form the basis of a Port
Community System which presents the advantages of an automated information
management structure. This will link those in the Irish port community with Dublin
Port and the participants in the Welsh port community. with Holyhead as the
facilitator and chief agent in the implementation. The enhanced speed and efficiency
of the Port Community System addresses the growing logistical demands on [rish and
Welsh surface transport as trade grows.

Air

In recent years the [reland-UK market has seen significantly increased competition on
the main routes. particularly those from Dublin t0 London/Birmingham/Manchester
/Glasgow. This has resulted in dramatic growth in traffic between Ireland and the UK,
which has more than trebled from 2.1 million in 1986 to 6.8 million in 1996. Many
new services have also been introduced by various carriers on less established routes
and while some of these have come and gone, the net result has been an increased
level of services on the traditional larger routes and also a wider availability of other

routings served.

The high frequency of services between Ireland and London. in particular Heathrow,
not only services the origin/destination market but is also a significant factor in
improving Ireland's accessibility on a world-wide scale because of Heathrow's

standing as the largest hub in the world for international services.

Traffic between Ireland and the UK in 1996 accounted for almost 60% of total traffic
to/from Ireland. Under EU Single Market rules governing the air transport Sector ail
Community airlines are free to fly on any international route within the EEA and to set
air fares based on their own commercial judgement. As such. there arc no regulatory
impediments on any EEA carriers who wish to fly between Ireland and the UK, and

new services on all routes have been actively encouraged and welcomed.

. The development of Trans European Networks (TENSs) is provided-for
in Article 129(b)-(d) of the Maastricht Treaty. The funding of the transport TENSs was
provided for in a Council Regulation of 18th September, 1995, replacing the Transport
Infrastructure Fund. Atthe Essen European Council in December, 1994, 14 prionty
{ransport projects were ‘dentified which are to receive the majority of TENS funding
(75% in 1995 and 1996 and 60% in 1997) each vear. These include four projects of
interest to improved East/West co-operation - twWo direct and two jndiregt. The two

directly related projects are:




iro

Quality Status Report
The main current platform for co-operation on Irish Sea issues is that afforded by -
Irist/UK joint efforts on the preparation of a Quality Status Report (QSR) for the
Celtic Seas area (including the Irish Sea). A joint Irish/UK Regional Task Team,
representative of the relevant Government Departments and agencies, was established
carly in 1996 to progress the matter and meets periodically towards this end.

UK Initiative on curbing Marine Dumping

The UK Government announced their policy to protect the marine environment on 1
September. This policy will aim to very substantially dramatically curb dumping and
discharges of hazardous (including radioactive) waste into marine areas adjacent to the
UK. It also establishes that dumping of redundant offshore installations will only

occur in the most exceptional circumstances.

The details of this policy and its implications for the Irish marine epvironment have
now been the subject of intensive Irish/UK contacts. Heads of delegations of the Oslo
and Paris Commissions which deal with dumping at sea and discharge from pipes at
sea also met in London during November.

Beautfort's Dyke
Intensive contact has been maintained between Ministers, officials and scientists in
relation to munitions and radioactive materials dumped in Beaufort's Dvke.

Arising from a number of newspaper reports in June, 1997 that documents had been
discovered in the UK which showed that small quantities of radioactive materials had
been dumped in Beaufort's Dvke. the Irish Minister for the Marine and Natural
Resources, Dr. Michael Woods T.D., met the UK Minister for Aghiculture, Fisheries
and Food, Dr. Jack Cunningham in London on 7 July. It was agreed at this meeting
that an intensive archival investigation would be carried out by the UK authorities as a
matter of urgency and that all information coming to light would be made available 10
the Department of the Marine and Natural Resources. Following close ongoing
contact, including a meeting at official level, a report on this investigation was
published on 24 November. i

The UK authorities have also instructed their National Radiological Protection Board
to carry out a full independent assessment of the information available and the
implications for both human healti and the marine environment as a result. The
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland was invited to put forward its comments a5
to how this assessment should be undertaken and they met with the National
Radiological Protection Board in Oxford on 11 September to review the methodology




Fisheri

On the fisheries front, regular contact at official level has continued during 1997 with
a further bilateral meeting taking place at the end of September. Bilateral discussions
and liaison up to the end of the year will be dominated by EU issues and will be in the
context notably of the forthcoming UK Presidency. :

Routine co-operation (on control/fisheries protection notably) will continue to fcature
in bilateral contacts at official level during the remainder of the year. The official
level bilateral meetings are occasions 10 review EU and international fisheries
developments as well as discussing issues of direct bilateral interest in the fisheries

area.

Ireland and the UK have continued to liaise very closely in 1997 for the purposes of
monitoring the EU salmon market and the effectiveness of the recent agreement
reached between the EU and Norway on Norwegian exports of farmed salmon into the

EU:

Forestry
Regular contact 1s maintained between the Forest Service in Ireland and the Forestry

Sy iUl wd.. in. Wdinhnrah - The issues of forest health, forest management,
contact is most frequent. The Forestry Commission organised a Workshop on rorest
Certification and Labelling for EU Govemnment representatives in September in
Edinburgh in which the Irish Forest Service is participated.




SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

In recent years there have been good practical, pragmatic working relationships
between Ireland and the UK on a wide range of Science and Technology (S&T) issues.
incluaing é m groups ucantiy wiul Yo LCldail Ur mntisr aneary L FL _fara
Framework Programme for Research, Technological Development and Dcmonstration
1998- 2002 which is currently under negotiation in Brussels.

Since 1990, there has been an Institutional Agreement between the British Council and
Forbairt. There are two schemes in operation under this Agreement, on¢ operated by
Forbairt/British Council and the other by the Health Research Board and the British
Council. Details of these are as follows:

Forbairt/British Council Research Visits Scheme

This scheme aims to facilitate Irish and UK researchers in developing collaborative
research projects by supporting travel and subsistence associated with short term
research visits. particularly new links.

Research areas include the natural sciences, engineering, economic and management
sciences.

Funding is normally on a 50:50 basis with the Irish participant being supported by
Forbairt, and the UK participant by the British Council. Grants arc normally in the
range of £500 to £1,000. The duration of visits is up to 6 weeks and there are

approximately 30 to 40 awards annually.

In all, nearly 70 Irish researchers went abroad under the schemc 1n 1997. and a similar
number visited from the UK. The highest number travelling in both directions were 1n

the area of physics.
Health Research Board/British Council Reseurch Visits Scheme

A parallel scheme to that above. focused on medicine and health, is operated by the
Health Research Board in collaboration with the British Council. The value of this is
approximately £7,000 per annum and the scheme funded 18 collaborative research

projects in a wide range of areas in 1997.

ELREKA

EUREKA (acronym for European Research Co-ordination Agency) is @ European
inter-governmental initiative established to promote cross-border co-operalion in




Under the current, fourth, Framework Programme which covers the period 1994-98,
Ircland has almost 5,000 links with 46 countries. Of these, the highest proportion
(21%) is with the UK (including Northem Ireland).

The Fifth Framework Programme (1998- 2002) is currently under negotiation in-’
Brusscls.

International Collaboration Scheme

The International Collaboration Scheme is an Irish scheme administered by the
agency, Forbairt on behalf of Office of Science and Technology within the
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. The Scheme aims to assist
international collaboration in the following ways:

- 10 assist Irish researchers establish new, and extend existing, research
collaborations;
+ to enable researchers learn new techniques in laboratories abroad, including access

to large scale facilities;
+ to improve research capablity in [reland through international collaboration.

In the first call for proposals under this Scheme, which closed in February, 1997, 16
linkages were created between Ireland and the UK (including Northern lreland).

COST

COST (acronym tor the French equivalent of European Co-Operation in the Field of
S&T Research) i1s a European framework for R&D co-operation. It allows for both the
co-ordination ot national research projects and/or the. participatigon of third countrics in
Community programmes. COST docs not provide funds for the implementation of its
research programmcs.

Of the 143 COST actions in operation early 1n 1997 with Irish participation, Ireiand
and the UK were linked in 56 (39%) ot them. The breakdown by topic 1s as follows:

ITopic No. of Irish/ UK Linkages

ITelecommunications 7

| Transport

Qceanography

IMatenals

{Environment




There are continuing links between the Innovation Unit of the Department of Trade

and Industry in the UK and the agency, Forfas, in Ireland, in relation to this
programme.




The United Kingdom and Ireland enjoy a strong trading relationship and since joint
accession to the EEC in 1973. have continued to forge ever closer economic links.
Two-way trade between the two countries amounted to over £15 billion last year.
[reland is the UK's lifth largest export market and the United Kingdom is Ireland's”
largest, accounting for a quarter of all exports.

Regular contact is maintained at various levels berween the Irish Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment. The Minister of State at the UK Department of
Trade and Industry, Lord Clinton Davies met with the Minister of State at the Irish
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Mr. Tom Kitt, in Dublin in July.
The Dublin Chamber of Commerce and the Irish Trade Board were also involved and
discussions included EU matters and wider world trade issues.

Deregulation
Ongoing contact between the Irish Department of Enterprise. Itade and Employment
and the Deregulation Unit in the UK has continued at official level in relation to the

SLIM inmtiative in the European Union and other deregulation issues.

Company Law

The Irish Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment has periodic nieetings
with its UK counterparts for an exchange ol views on issues of mutual interest.
Officials of the Inish Department met with the Director General of the London
Takeover Panel last year to discuss the proposed 13th Directive on Takeovers and a
further meeting with officials trom the Department of Trade and Industry took place in
mid-Seplember -for an exchange of views on the 13th Directive and other EU
Company Law dossiers currently under consideration. (Company Statute, 10th
Directive on Cross-Border Mergers). Other areas where there has been close contact
are the new accounting strategy within the EU, and new structures for regulation of the
accounting and auditing profession within the UK and Ireland. Ireland also
participates, through a Minister's representative with informal observer status, on the
Financial Reporting Council, which oversees the Accounting Standards Board and the
Financial Review Panel.

inin nition

FAS, the Irish Training and Employment Authority, is engaged in talks with its UK
counterparts concerning the mutual recognition ot electricians' qualifications on both
sides of the Irish sea. They are also engaged in discussions on the mutua!l recognition
of the training qualifications of construction workers other than craft workers.
Negotiations are also continuing on the recognition of the FAS training standard by

the UK authorities. These negotiations, if successtul, would make the FAS Standard




HEALTH

There has been continued co-operation between the Departments of Health in Ireland
and the United Kingdom in many areas of mutual interest such as the development of
drug misuse policy and the provision of treatment services.

Heart/Lung Transplantation

The Irish Government's programme for its period of office. "An Action Programme
for the Millennium" includes a commitment to support the establishment of a heart
and lung transplant facility in Ireland. At preseat there is no Heart/Lung and Lung
transplantation programme in operation in Ircland. Irish patients in need of lung and
hearlung transplants arc referred through their local health board for assessment to
the UK. and, if suitable, are put on a waiting list for a transplant.

The Department of Health in [reland is at present carrying out detailed research into
the establishment of a hear/lung transplant programme in Ireland. It is recognised
that the establishment of a successtul transplant programme for any speciality 1s an
extremely complex and difficult task. It is essential to have appropriately trained staff,
infrastructure and backup resources to ensure successful outcomes. Apart from the
surgery involved. it is equally important to develop expertise in pre and post operative
care and to develop a long term after-care programme associated with transplantation.

In prepaning for the recommencement of Ireland's adult liver transplant programme it
was considered necessary to firstly develop a formal link with an established and
experienced transplant unit in order 1o build up the knowledge and expertise required
to operate a successlul programme in Ireland. An agreement between The Department
ol Health and Camberwell Health Authority was entered into in March, 1991. From
that date patients from Ireland requiring liver transplantation were referred from
designated Inish cenures to the U.K. designated centre at King's College Hospital,
London. In addition King's College Hospital agreed to provide the necessary training
for Irish staff in preparation for the establishment of an Irish based programme. In
September 1992 it was decided to recommence the adult liver transplant programme at
St. Vincent's Hospital, Dublin. The programme is now well established. Kings College
Hospital continues to treat Irish children requiring liver transplantation and provides
conunued support to the National Liver Transplant Programme.

It is probable that a similar strategy to that which was successful in the development of —
the liver transplant programme will be required for the establishment of a heart\lung
and lung transplant programme in Ireland. The strategy will be to approach the issue
on a phased basis. Initially. it will most likely be necessary to develop a formal link
with a transplant centre, probably in the U.K., which would treat Irish patients
currently waiting for heartlung or lung transplants and assist in building up the
necessary expertise required to operate a successful programme in Ireland.




the provision of advice, the conduct of food safety research and promotion and
the general co-ordination of food control services: and

participation in liaison arrangements with agencies involved in the tacilitation
of trade in food. such as the Department of Agriculture and Food. Bord Bia etc.

Drafting of the necessary legislation is undcrway and the Minister for Health and
Children anticipates its introduction during the next Dail session. An
Inter-Departmental Group has been established 1o examine how best to implement the
transfer to the Authority of relevant functions at present cxcreised by other
Departments.

The UK Government is also committed to the establishment of a food safety body.
Following the publication of the "James Report" earlier this vear. plans tor the
establishment of the UK Food Agency are currently being formulated. [t is cstimated
however. that the necessary legislation will not be enacted until mid-1999.

The need to ensure the highest possible food satety standards in these islands was
identified as a priority in the joint statemcnt of intent issued by the Taoviseach and
Prime Minister in the margins of the European Council at Noordwijk. Holland on 23
May, 1997. Contacts between the Irish and UK authorities 1n the arca of food safety
are ongoing. Officials of the Departments of Health and Children and Agriculture and
Food recently met with the Deputy Secretary and Chief Veterinary Officer of the UK
Ministry tor Agriculture and Food (MAFF) in Dublin. Pending the establishment of
both food safety bodies and the consequent introduction of formal structures for
co-operation, 1t was felt that the most fruitful way (o proceed in the meantime was in
the sharing of scientitfic darta in the arca of food safety.




HOMELESSNESS

At their meeting in London in May this year, the then Taoiseach and the Prime
Minister identified a number of priority arcas where the Governments should give
consideration to further developing EastWest co-operation. Measures to deal with™
homelessness was one of those areas, in particular for thosc Irish people in Britain
affected by it, and considcration is now being given by the Governments to how best
to progress this area. The Irish Embassy maintains close contacts with the responsible
UK statutory agencies for the homeless in Britain, and Irish Departments have also
taken steps to ensure that emigrants are better prepared.

The Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs and the Emigrant Advice
Information and Counselling Service have recent leaflets with practical advice for
people thinking of going to London. FAS, the training and employment authority in
Ireland. recently produced an information pack of comprehensive and country-specific
information about how to cope with problems of living and working abroad. In
addition to the assistance available 1o Irish emigrants from the official social services
of the countries in which they live, advice and assurance is also provided to homeless
Irish people in the UK from many local voluntary Irish organisations whose valuable
work is supported by grants from the Irish Government.

Among the grants provided by the Irish Government are grants allocated by the Dion
Committee. Dion funding is allocated by the Irish Minister for Enterprise and
Employment on the basis of recommendations from the Dion Committee (the title is
the Irish word for "shelter"). In 1997, the Irish Government provided financial support
of £600,000 to voluntary organisations providing advisory and welfare services for
Irish emigrants in Britain. In particular, these grants support the employment of
professional workers (0 provide advice, as well as practical assistance, 10
disadvantaged members of the Irish community. Since 1989, a small proportion of
the grant has also supported key research into aspects of emigrant welfare problems.
Grants totalling almost £5 million have been provided since 1984. Organisations
which receive grant aid are not all exclusively Irish led nor are they all engaged in

work with Irish emigrants.

Assistance is also provided to those organisations which provide services 10 the
homeless population, particularly those which span both sides of the Irish sea. The
FOYER concept of a mix of accommodation and training facilities for young people
(gencrally in the 18 - 26 age bracket) has been raised by several voluntary bodies and
one of these, Cara Irish Housing Association which is based in the U.K. and provides
services for Irish people there, is developing a proposal to provide a FOYER
accommodation complex/hostel in Cork. Cara is in on-going discussions with Cork

Corporation on this.




¥ LY

Co-operative measures between the Irish Department of Social, Communily and
Family Affairs (D/SCFA) and the UK Department of Social Security (DSS) continue
to devclop. ~

In late 1996, the UK authorities proposed a high-level Memorandum of
Understanding between Ireland and the United Kingdom which would strengthen
current joint efforts, in fighting fraud. this followed a joint review of 1,500
potentially fraudulent social security cases which led to significant savings. The then
Irish Minister, Mr De Rossa, was favourably disposed to this proposal und asked that
officials meet in the first instance to address the issucs involved in framing such a
memorandum. A meeting between ofticials from the D/SCFA, the UK DSS and the
Northern Ireland Social Security Agency took place earlier this year to progress this
matter. Issues relating to data protection and national legisiation are being examined
al present.

There has been increasing contact, over the last year, between the Child Benefit
Offices in Ireland and their UK and Northern Irish counterparts. Mutual assistance in
combating fraud has met with significant successes. Daily contact is also maintained
between these offices in relation 10 the notification of new claims. Meetings at official
level have also been held aimed at strengthening existing contacts and gaining 2
working knowledge ot each other's Departments

Reciprocal arrangements also exist between the Medical Review and Assessment
Section of the D/SCFA and the Pensions and Overseas Benefits Directorate of the
DSS. Under these arrangements, medical referees from the D/SCFA carry out medical
assessments. on request. on DSS recipients of illness and incapacity bencfits resident
in Ireland. Equivalent arrangements are in place for beneficiaries of illness and
incapacity payments from the Irish Department who are resident in the United

Kingdom.

Progress has been made on the electronic exchanges ot information between the two
organisations this year. Information is now exchanged electronically to speed up the
processing of claims in the Sickness. Child Benefit, Invalidity and Old Age Pensions
area. Such links are facilitating the exchange of data necessary to establish
entitlement to insurance benefits in the area of sickness benefits. In addition, in 1997,
both organisations have successfully implemented similar electronic exchanges of
insurance history details, in respect of pension claims, under the EU TESS (Telematics

in Social Security) programme.
ries Soci ity meeting:

Both Ireland and the UK participate in the so-called Six Countries Group of officials.
This provides a valuable, approximately annual forum for top officials from Australiz,
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DEFENCE

The Irish Chief of Staff meets the British Chief of Defence Staff on a tormal basis at
least once a year. apart from meetings in the wings of international meetings. During
the visit to London in February last by the then Irish Minister for Defence, the
Secretary General of the Irish Department invited the Permanent Under Secretary at’
the British Ministry of Defence to visit Ireland and it is planned that such a visit will
take placc in January next.

Contact between the respective forces of each country continues to be extensive and
beneficial in this area and cover the following main areas:-

Training Irish personnel undergo courses at military establishments in Britain
on a wide variety of subjects, including tactics, weapons, logistics, etc., while
British service personnel have attended courses at the United Nations Training
School Ireland (UNTSI) and participated in the International Shooting
Competition of the Permanent Detence Forces.

Exchange of information - usually on a technical matter such as disposal of
bombs and explosives.

Naval Service - formal and informal contacts covering Fishery Protection,
Search and Rescue, Courtesy Calls to Ports. )

Air Corps - Search and Rescue co-operation.

In 1997, contacts between the respective torces including ongoing contact in the area
of training, including atiendance at over twenty training courses; two liaison visits
between the Irish Air Corps and the RAF in the area of Search and Rescue and three
training visits to the UK by Air Corps personnel; and goodwill calls by naval vessels
of both countrics. i




FINANCE/TREASURY AND PUBLIC SERVICE

The Anglo Irish Exchange Scheme for Civil Servants

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed by representatives of Ireland and the '
UK on 19 October 1984. The purpose of this Memorandum was 10 “promote and
provide guidelines for exchanges of civil servants between the two countries in the
interests of improving mutual understanding”. 1t has also been found that the scheme
provides a useful opportunity for officers to broaden their range of experience in
specialist areas of work of relevance to their parent Department.

Under this Scheme, civil servants -from Ireland may be seconded to the UK civil
service for six months or more. with a reciprocal arrangement [or civil servants from
the UK to be seconded to the Irish civil service,

Since the programme began, it has evolved over time as mutually agreed between the
Irish Department of Finance (previously by the former Department of the Public
Service) and the UK Cabinet Office. For example, exchanges are not limited strictly
to the civil service: secondments to areas of the public service outside the civil service
can be arranged in certain circumstances - ¢.g. to FAS and the Health and Safety
Authority and some exchanges have been for less than six months. The grading of
officials who may take part in the programme was not specified in the Memorandum,
other than specifying that thev should have several years’ experience involving
opportunities for taking responsible decisions and that younger civil servants should,
where possible, take part.

A summary of the exchanges which have taken place to date 1s shown below:

Exchanges by Irish civil servants:

1985/86 3
1987 !
1990/91 1
1993 |
1994 1
1995 2
1997 ]
TOTAL 1




TOQURISM

As part of the East/West co-operation initiative, a meeting was convened in June, 1996
between top level representatives from the then Department of Tourism and Trade,
Bord Failte, the Department of Economic Development in Northern Ireland, the”
Northern Ireland Tourist Board (NITB), the then Department of National Heritage and
the British Tourist Authority (BTA) to discuss co-operation in tourism development in
the 1slands.

A further tripartite meeting involving senior representatives of the above organisations
has been arranged for 30 January next. 1o take place in Dublin. This meeting will
involve representatives from the newly constituted Department of Tourism, Sport and
Recreation in Ireland and the Department for Culture, Media and Sport in the UK.

Since the earlier meeting, follow-up action is taking place as set out below:

British Travel Trade Fai
The BTA invited Bord Failte to join the British Travel Trade Fair in
Birmingham, participating as a sub-section of the NITB stand. Bord
Failte very successfully participated in the Fair and hope to continue 10

do so.

Joint UK/Ireland Promotion

Bord Failte, at the invitation of the BTA, supported the Waterfront
Britain Campaign for 1996. Through negotiations, the campaign
evolved into Waterfront Britain and Ireland in 1997 and Bord Féilte

participated more fully. The 1998 campaign is under discussion at
present.

There also continues to be a positive exchange of information and
statistics between Bord Failie and the BTA.




AGRICULTURE AND FOQOD

There continues to be a significant level of contact on an East/Wesl basis at both
Ministerial and official level in this area. On 21 July and 24 October 1997, Ministers
from the two Governments met to discuss a number of issues, including agriculture.”
In subsequent official discussions on rabies control, it was agreed that the two
Departments should keep each other informed about their assessment of possible
changes to quarantine arrangements. If and when changes were made, the aim should
be to preserve a single common area for quarantine purposes. The lrish and British
Ministers for Agriculture also met in London on S December to seek a resolution to
the blockading of British west coast ports against Irish beef imports by British
farmers.

BSE

There have been a number of contacts at both Ministerial and official level between
the U.K. and Ireland concerning the possible lifting of the EU ban on exports of live
cattle/beef from the United Kingdom which entered into force in March 1996. In
particular, the implementation by the United Kingdom of the framework agreed at the
Florence Council of June 1996 for eradication of the disease in that country has been
discussed, as have a number of proposals made by the UK to the Commission as part
of its programme to obtain the lifting of the EU export ban.

0 uctur

The response to consumer concems in both countries tollowing recent food scares has
resulted in proposals in both the United Kingdom and Ireland for major changes in the
statutory and administrative structures applicable to both food safety policy and

cnlorcement.

A detailed note on the establishment of Food Safety Authorities in {reland and the UK
is provided under Health.

Vet

Discussions have taken place at official leve!l between the entoreement authorities in
both the United Kingdom and Ireland with a view to ensuring that distribution rules
for veterinary medicines are observed and applied on a common basis to the greatest

extent possible.




ARTS, CULTURE AND BROADCASTING

Cul;urc

The Taoiseach and the British Foreign Minister launched the "Go See Award" in”
Dublin on 3 November. The Go See Award was created by the Irish Ants Council and

the British Council in Ireland to enable arts managers and creative and interpretative

artists to travel between Great Britain and Ircland in order to develop professional

contacts and explore touring exchange or co-operative ventures. The launch was

followed by a mecting which brought together the Directors of the Arts Council in

England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland and Northern Ireland and of The British Council, to

discuss cultural and artistic matters of common interest to England, Ireland, Scotland

and Wales. .

Officials of the Irish Department of Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht and officials of the
then Department of Heritage in the UK also met on 7 March this year to discuss issues
of common interest. These included their respective plans for extending current
deposit arrangements for books to other forms of library material (c.g. films, CD
Roms). Discussions are currently taking place between officials of both Departments
with a view to establishing an appropriate mechanism for co-operation in this area.
This may involve the establishment of a joint working group.

Within the context of East-West co-operation on training for the f{ilm industry, a pew
organisation entitled Moonstone has been established and is dedicated to developing
the skills of screenwriters and directors in Ireland, Scotland and throughout Europe.
This new training model has, in tum, drawn from the Sundance Training Institute
model in the United States which was developed by the actor. Robert Redford, to
assist the growth of the independent sector. This organisation will be based in
Edinburgh and Dublin and an Irish Chief Executive has been appointed. The company
has been established with the assistance of the National Training Commuttee for Film
and Television, Scottish Screen, and a Scottish film production company, Freeway
Films. It has also secured funding under the EU Media II Programme in which Ireland
participates. The aim of the initiative is to provide a significant training opportunity
for new screenwriters and directors drawn from the partner countries. The participants
will work with leading screenwriters and directors from the USA and Europe on 2
one-to-one basis and will benefit from seeing key scenes from their work rehearsed
with actors, shot on video, edited and screened for discussion and analysis. It is
intended that scripts which emerge from this training process will be ready to attract

production finance.




Broadcasting

Since its inception. the Irish language television station, Teilifis na Gaeilge (TnaG)
has established strong working links with other partners in Celtic language
broadcasting and television production at council and exccutive level.

In the set-up phase, Comhairle TnaG and the newly appointed management of the
station sought the advice of Welsh and Scots colleagues. ~ The cxperience and
expertise of the Welsh language Channel, S4C, established in 1982, has been of
particular benefit, since that Channel, providing programming in a Celtic language,
has so many parallels with TnaG. The initial contacts with S4C have been developed
and deepened since TnaG began transmission in November, 1996.

Contact has also been established with the other television broadcasters in Wales and
Scotland: BBC Wales and BBC Scotland. In addition TnaG have cstablished close
working relationships with STV. Grampian and HTV, the ITV franchisc holders in the
Celtic nations. Contacts between TnaG and other Celtic broadcasters operate on &
number of [evels:

(1) on specific new programmung productions;

through the acquisition of preproduced programming for revoicing into
Irish and transmission on TnaG;

through the sale of preproduced TnaG programming (o Cellic
broadcasters:

formally, through the Exccutive Committee of the Celtic Film and
Television Association, an international body where TnaG and other
_broadcasters are represented and under whose aegis the annual Celtic
Film and TV Festival is held; e

through the Association of Celtic Broadcasters, «n ad-hoc grouping ot
public service broadcasters which meets to discuss the potential for

co-producing individual programmes or SErIes;

as partners with TnaG in joint applications 10 the EU MEDIA I
programme and other international support agencies for projects (both
programme and technical) of mutual interest.

In the area of original programming mentioned in (i) above, tour commissions
involving co-production with broadcasters from other Celtic regions have taken place

to date.




FOREIGN AFFAIRS

There is a wide range of contacts between officials in the 'oreign and Commonwealth
(FCO) Office and the Northern Ireland Office and the Irish Department of Foreign
Affairs on areas of mutual interest. While the focus of the relationship is on Northern
Ireland and foreign policy matters, particularly the EU, the Department and the FCO
also facilitate contact between other Government Departments in the two countries on
a wide range of bilateral issues.

Roth the Taoiscach and the Minister for Foreign Affairs met with the Secretary of
State tor Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when he visited Dublin on 3 November
1997. The discussion covered the forthcoming Brtish Presidency, European,
international and bilateral issues. The then Tanaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs
visited London in May 1997 shortly after the British General Election and met with
the new Secretarv of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to discuss EU

1SSUCS.

The Minister of State at the Irish Department, Ms Liz O'Donnell, met with the
Secretary of.State for International Development when she visited London on 6
November, 1997. [heir discussions focused on development issucs due to arise in the
Development Council. Both their predecessors also met in February 1997.

The permanent heads of the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Foreign Office
have had bilateral meetings in the past and it is hoped to arrange an early meeting
between the Irish Secretary General and the new Permanent Under Secretary of the

FCO.

The Anglo-Irish Inter-Governmental Council Working Group on Lducstion and
Culture. which is jointly chaired by the Department and the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, met twice In 1997, in Belfast in February and in Dublin in
November. A number of issues were discussed including recognition of the Irish
Language on the curriculum in England and Wales, Youth Sector Co-operation and

Commecmoration of 1798.

The Encounter organisation was set up by poth Government to organise conferences
on economic, social and cultural arcas of common interest, with a view to promoting
mutual understanding and good relations between the peoples of Ireland and Britain.
Encounter is jointly funded by the Irish and British Governments and in 1997 held
conferences on “Youth Work™ in Dublin in June and on “Religion, Secularism and the
Civil Society” in September in Oxford. Encounter also hosted a round table in
December in Co. Down on *“National Identity and Media Representation . A detailed

note on this has been provided under the youth exchanges sector in Education.
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