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DEXXM1ISSIONIN:i OF ARMS DURIN:; ALL-PARTY TALKS. 

Stat~~nt by John D TAYLOH, Deputy L~ad~r of the UUP. 

30 ., 1996 

Arising fronl y~sterday's d~bata at the STORMONT TALKS it must be underlli1ad that 

no onc is askiny the! u>yalist Paramilitaries to ccnmenca. decoomissioniny unilat.srally. 

Every d.~mocrat accepts that it is desirabla that all illegal aIms are removed frcrn the 

political d~bata. 'Lika rise nost pdopla r~cognisa that Unionists cannot negotiate rith 

IRA/SINN FEIN undar thraat of the usa of illegal arms. 

Accordingly afforts must be made to reduce illegal arms - ba they loyalist or 

republican. 

Toosa mo hav~ subscribed to the MITCHELL REPORT, and they include both the Southern 

Irish Govarnment and the SDLP, are dXpected to accept Mitchell' s Reccxrmendat ion in 

paragraph 34 of his report that ' PARTIES SHOULD CONSIDER AN APPROACH UNDER WdICH SCME 

DECOMMISSIONING WOULD TAKE PLACE DU~ING THE PROCESS OF ALL-PAHTY TALKS'. Regrattably 

yesterday both the SDLP and Southarn Irish Government rer.egad on that rc!carm.mdation! 

Ulster Unionists are not d~ing da.-camd.ssioning by wyalist Paramilitaries on an 

unilatr~ral basis. WE EMPHASISE THAT '!HERE c.AtN)I' BE ANY PARTIAL DEXXM1ISSIONIOO BY 

ID':lALIsr PARAMILrrARIES UNLESS THERE IS SIMILl\R DEXn+ITSSIONDKi AT THE SAME TIME BY' 

REPUBLICAN PARAMILrrARIES. 

Mitchell, in paragraph 35 of his raport states 'As progress is made on political 

issuas I .wan iOOdast nutual staps on dacx:mnissioninq could help' 

So, to sllIImaris~, Unionists ar~ not asking for al"ly deccnnlissioninSl by Loyalist 

Paramilitari~s vhilst Sinn F~in/IRA ar~ not at the talks. Should Sinn Fain arriva 

at tha talks - and that: ~uld depcmd upon many factors including an IRA Ceasefir"!, 

th~n Unionists ar~ simply asking for equal dacornmissioning, or mutual partial 

dacamUssionin!" , by both Loyalist and Republican Paramilitaries - not total 

deccnmissionin~ by either or both sideS! 

Wl' SncE OBVIOUASLY THE 5CX.n'HrnN IRISH ~ IS MANIPUI.ATnl; '.l'HINiS TO ~ THE 

ENl'RY OF SINN FErn/IRA INro '!liE ALL-PARTY TALKS IT IS ESSENl'IAL THAT 'ffiE M:lW.ITIES 

IDR Mlm1AL AND PARTIAL DaU+1ISSIONIRi ARE AGREED IN AfNN!CE AND IN PLACE. TBAT IS ALL 

'mAT ~ UNIONISTS SEEK AT THIS TlME. 
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