To replace current Rule 1:

The negotiations to which these rules of procedure refer and
whose conduct they are intended to govern are, as provided

for by Section 2(1) of the Northern Ireland (Entry to

,/ °
Negotiations, etc) Act l996y’the negotiations referred to in

Command Paper 3232 (Ground Rules for Substantive All-Party
Negotiations) published on 16 April 1996.

The conduct of these negotiations is exclusively a matter for
those involved in the negotiations. These rules of procedure
are adopted for that purpose as the single set of rules of
procedure for the conduct of the negotiations.. These rules
can only be amended by agreement, in accordance with the
decision-making process outlined in paragraphs 23 through 28,

following discussion in the Business Committee.
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