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(4 June 1991, 1745) 
., 

• Procedural Guidelines for the Conduct of Strand Two 

Role of Chairman 

1. The independent Chairman will preside over all meetings of 

Strand Two. He/she will exercise his/her functions in an 

impartial and even-handed manner. 

2. The Chairman will be responsible for the orderly conduct 

of business. He/she will conduct the proceedings so as to 

allow an opportunity for full discussion of the issues and 

will be guided by the objective that the outcome should be 

agreed by all participating Delegations. To this end, but 

only after consultation with the Delegations to establish 

that it would be regarded as helpful, the Chairman may 

bring forward specific suggestions. 

3. The Chairman will consult with participating Delegations 

in the exercise of his/her functions. A Business 

Co~~ittee will be formed to facilitate such consultation. 

4. T~e Business Committee will comprise the Chairman 

h:~/herself and a designated member of each of the 

pa=ticipating Delegations. The Committee will be 

available to advise the Chairman on the day-to-day 

exe=cise of his/her responsibilities and to facilitate 

C~~7:unication between the participating Delegations and 

t~e Chairman. It is envisaged that ~he Committee will 

r.c=~ally meet on days when talks are taking place. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
*Note: for the purpose of this document, the term 

"pa=~~=~?ating Delegations M refers to the two Governments and 

the =~~= ~orthern Ireland parties: Alliance, SDLP, UDUP, UUP. 



5. In discharging his/her functions, the Chairman will 
confine his/her consultations to the Delegations 
participating in Strand Two. Any written submissions 
which may be received from other Vroups or individuals 
will have no status. 

6. 

7. 

s. 

9. 

10. 

For the duration of the process the Chairman will not be 
expected to make any public comment. However, should the 
need arise he/she will wish to ••• k the approval of the 
heads of partic~pating Delegations before 40ing ao. 

Conduct of ProceeCings 

The proceedings of ~S:rand Two will be hel4 in private. 

The Chairman will bave responsibility for the -convening, 
. . 

postponement and adjournment of meetingsl in consultation, 
as he/she considers appropriate, with participatiD9 

Delegations. It is unaerstood, ' however, that any 
Delegation may request an adjournment of up to 10 minutes 
at a time and the Chairman shall only refuse such r.~uests 
if they are made with unreasonable frequency. 

The agenda for each day's business shall be deter.mined by 

the Chairman after considering advice from the Business 

Co~~ittee. 

to the meetings in London and Dublin, other 
ubstantive meetings of Strand Two will also take place in 

plenary session at ~P8rli8ment Buildings, Belf.st ~ 
~ 

11 . In addition to the regular plenary meetings the Chairman 
may, with the agreement of Delegations, propose more 
limi~ed meetings at which all Delegations would be 

representeO. He/she may also at any time ask some or any 
of the participating Delegations to meet with him/her; end 

he/she will accede to any reasonable request for a meeting 

with him/her from any Delegation. 



12 All rema~ks shall be addressed through the Chairman. Time 
limits on interventions may be imposed at the Chairman's 
~iscretion. 

13. The Chairman's ruling on all individual questions of 
procedure and order shall be final. 

14. A record of the proceedings e£-S~d-TWo will be 
maintained under the general direction of the Chairman and 
circulated to Delegations participating in the meeting. 
Approval of the records of meetings involving all 
Delegations will be a matter for the Business Committee. 

15. Changes and additions to these rules of procedure shall be 
made only with the agreement of all participating 
Delegations. 

Inter-relationship of Strand Two with Strands One and Three 

16. !t is accepted by all participating Delegations that 
nothing will be finally agreed in any strand until 
eVerything is agreed in the talks as a whole. 
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