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PEACE IN 
IRELAND 

Freedom, Justice, Democracy. Equality 

Constitutional Issues 

A Sinn Fein submission to Strands One and Two of the peace 
talks. 



Constitutional IS8U~ 
Introduction 

Ta se mar cusp6ir againn ag na calnteanna seo re nua i stair na 
h.Eireann a chur ar bun. Ta se de dhualga:J ar na pairtithe polaitiw 
Eireannacha ata anseo ionadaiochat a thabhalrt dar bpobal uil. Ta an 
pobal ag suit le cur chwi cinn. Is feidir linn an cw- chun cinn sin a 
dheanamh agus eh:e nua a chrutus ar bhunus bu.n.reachtuil. 

Is pairti poblachtach e Sinn Fein. seasann muid arson nearohspleachas ar dtfre. 

(Our aim In these negotiations is to begin a new era in the history of 
Ireland. The Irish political parties here are obliged to represent all our 
people. The people expect progress . We can make that progre.ss and 
build a new Ireland on a constitutional basis. 

Sinn Fein is a republican party. We stand for the independence of our 
country.) 

The challenge before us in these negotiations is to build new and lasting 
relationships between the peoples of these islands. Those relationships 
must be based on trust and they must be based on justice. On 26 
October I 791 the Society of United Irishmen in their Address to the 
English Society of Friends of the People put it this way: 

"As to the wtion between the two islands, beli~e us when we assert our 
union rests upon mutual independence. We shall love each other if we 
be left to ourselves. It is the union of mind which ought to bind these 
nations together11 • 

This waa the sentim.cnt that linked these two pioneering democratic 
organisations, one Irish and one Engli8h. But mutual independence was 
not achieved and therefore the relationships of respect and trust 
between the two peoples could not occur. Instead of the union of mind 
we had the Act of Union of 1800, the coercive inclusion or Ireland in 
the United Kingdom against the will of the Irish people. And this Act of 
Union was but the latest chapter in the Iona history of conquest and 
domination of the Irish people by the ruling classes of England. 

The primary aim of Irish republicans is to dispense once and !or all 
with the legacy of that unjust and coercive Union and to replace it with 
a new relationship of trust between independent nations. Mutual 
independence and a new union or mind must be our goal in these 
negotiations. For Ireland that mCJllls the right to national self-
determination. It was best expressed in one sentence in the 
Proclamation of the Irish Republic of Eeter 1916: "We declare the 
right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland and to the 
unfettered control of Irish destinies to be sovereign and indefensible". 

Partition thwarted the full achievement or Irish independence. It 
deepened divisions within Ireland and embittered further the 
relationships between Ireland and our near~t neighbour. Most tragic of 
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all was the division of the Irish people. 

Sinn Fein does not underestimate the challenae p~nted. to us all by 
that division, still so deep to thia day. We have a mo11umcnt.al task to 
overcome the feans and suspicions which inhibit political progress. But 
we must work tirelessly until we are successful in that tuk. 

To our wlionist brothen and. siatcra we otfCI" the ~d of friendship. 

We look forward to joining with them ln building a new Ireland where 
political relationships are based on re8pect tor • the rights of each 
individual citizen within the nation~ and of each sec-tion of the nation. 

We represent a section of the Irish nation •hich baa suffered 
discrimination and repression f'or many deoades1• We have a VC3ted 
interest in ensuring that in a new Ireland the rights of minoriti~ are 
protected by the soundest of coJ15'titutional guarantees. 

The constitutional and political statl.U5 quo we have had to Uvc !or the 
past 75 years has manifestly failed. The root 0, the failure is the 
constitutional connection with En&]•nd. AJs an Id.h republican party 
we say clearly that that connection must be brqken. We U8Crt the 
independence of our country. We wish to rcplac~ the denomination 
Catholic, Protestant and Disscnter with the common name of Irishmen 
and Irishwomen. 

We believe that it is possible !or all of us on this ialand to move 
together to a new political and conatitutional dispen.Ation. We have 
the right and the ability to determine our future. tet us do so. 
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Constitutional Issues 

National sel!-dctcrm..ina:tion 

l. "Ireland's right to sovereignty, independence and unity a r e 
inalienable and indefeasible. It ts for the Irish people as a whole 
to determine the future statl.L.3 of Ireland. Neither Britain nor- a 
small minority selected by Britain has any rf.ght to partition the 
ancient island of Ireland, nor to determine lts future a5 a. 
sovereign nation. " Sean Macl3rlde, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize 

Sinn Fein considem the real..usation of the r:ight of the Irish people 
to national self-determination as our primary political objective. 

2 . Self-determination is a nation'e ~ercise of the political freedom to 
determine its own economlc, social and cultural development , 
without external influence and without partial or total disruption 
of the national unity or territorial integrity. Ireland today clearly 
does not have this freedom , nor docs the pretext for partition hold 
good against these criteria. 

The right of the Irish people, as a whole, to national self• 
determination is supported by universally recognised principles of 
international law. 

Britain's policy of maintaining the union between Great Britain and 
the six-counties runs contrary to the Charter of the United Natio~ 
and it's declaration on the 'Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and People". Thi• asserts that the subjection of peoples 
to alien subjugation is a denial of fundamental human rights and 
the right of all peoples to scl:f-det.crm.inatlon. 

The Charter affirms the right of all peoples to the exercise of 
national self-determination without external interference. 

The Charter also proclaims the duty of all states to promote , 
through joint and scperate action, the realization of this right. 

3. It is the British government 's refusal to recognise Irish national rights 
- nationhood, integrity of the national territory, national 
independence and sovereignty - which is at the heart of the political 
divisions In Ireland today. The primary political divhions in Ireland, 
north and !Wuth and between north and south, result from partition 
and from the British claims to jurisdiction in Ireland. 

4. We in Sinn Fein believe that the procesaes involved in the exercise of 
national self determination Will create a dynamic which empowers all 
sections of the people of Ireland to face the core issues of our time be 
they 80clal, political, oc economic. Rigidity of position will be replaced 
by consultation, dialogue, and freshness of approach, something which 
can only benefit the people of Ireland. 
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The Union 

5. "What afool I was, I W<l.S only a puppet, and so was Ulster, and so was 
Ireland. in the political game that was to get the ~~we Party 
into powern Sh- Edward Cu-so~ December 192 l 

Britain's role in Ireland hu nc-ver been ben:ip. It baa alwar-, acted as 
a dominating colonial power. Britain's presence and influence has 
been d.iviBive and destructive and ha8 prevented the Irish people from 
resolving our d.ifferenceB. The <Uvbioos in lrcJaud today, .u in the 
past, stl!m from the lm::medjate realiti~ ot BrlU11h policy. The 
'Northern Ireland' state was created by Britain l.D 1921 when London 
partitioned our country, without the consent and aaa,mst the wishes 
of the vast majority o! the Irlah people. Smee its creation there has 
been perpetual crisis, repression, injustice .nd a permanent 'state of 
emergency'. 

Since 1969 when the reality of llte for Irlah u.a.tJona1fsts living in the 
British created sectarian state was expoeed to international scrutiny 
the overall situation hu not improved for nationalists. The 
inequalities and injustice on which the sta~c was founded have not 
been removed. Instead, layers of repreaion and injuatice have b~ 
added. 

6. The British Government -should act upon that po4ritioo without 
qualification and encourage, facWtate and enable the agreements 
which are for the people of Ireland alone to determ.ine. 

Britain's policy of maintaining the Union is an impediment to and 
clear interference with the ri~t of the people of Ireland alone to 
national self-determination. Britain'• policy ob8t.ructa the pursuit of 
agreement by the people of Ireland alone on the excrc:iec of self· 
determination. 

Britains policy of maintafnio& the union should be to one 
of ending the union. Vla.ble conditions moat be created to allow the 
people of Ireland to find a.irecn,.ent on the exc:rdae of national ~lf-
determinati on. In the Downing St. Declaration the British 
Government agree that it is for the people of the Island of Ireland 
a.lone to exttcise their riiht to 5-e.lf-determinadon. 

The British government should act upon that poaition without 
quallflcat!on and encourage, facilitate and enable agreements whkh 

for the people of Ireland alone to determine. 

A lasting political settlem.cnt will require fundamental change in 
the constitutional status of the sec counties. Ol-vini effect to the 
necessary constitutional chang~ requires the British parllament to 
repeal the relevant legialation with particular reference to: 

[i) Union with Ireland Act 1800 (Act of Unton} 
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(ii} Government of Ircland Act 

(iii) Northem Ireland Constitution Act 1973 

Partition 

7 . "To break the connection wlth Engl.and.. the never failing source of 
all our political evils, and to Cl.$$ert the independence of my 
country • these a.re my objects. To unite the whole people of 
Ireland. to abolish the memory of all past dissensions, and to 
substitute the common name of Irishman l.n place of the 
denominations of Protestant. Catholic and Dts.senter, these were 
my mea.n.s." Theobald Wolfe Tone 1798 

The unity and sovereignty of the people of Ireland is the 
cornerstone of Sinn Fcin's republican objectives. Sinn Fein has a 
vision of the future which cherishes the existence of diVCTISity, and 
challenges the negative in!luence or divi5ion. 

8 . An internal six-county arrangement cannot work. There has to be 
fundamental constitutional and political change. The partition of 
Ireland has failed. The political settlements imposed by the Act of 
Union 1800 and the Government of Ireland Act 1920 have failed 
the people of Ireland and the people of these islands. They have 
failed the fundamental test o( providing lasting peace and stability. 
Instead there ha.s been division, inequality and conflict. 

The border partitioning Ireland was contrived by a British 
government to ensure an ani1lclally constructed unionist majority. 
The partitioned area had no basis in geography or history, and its 
proposal had the distinction of' being opposed by both nationalists 
and unionists of the time. Not a sing1c Irish member, nationalist or 
unionist, of the Westminster Parliament voted for the "Partition 
Act" - the Government of Ireland Act, 1920. The consent of the 
Irish people to the division of our country was never sought and has 
never been given and the continuing wish of the ovet"Whelming 
majodty of the people of this island is for national unity. 

9. Partition meant the arbitrary division of Ireland. Areas and 
communities with nationalist majorities were incorporated into a 
statelet which sought, with the financial and military support of 
the British government. to create in the words of one of its 
advocates "a Protestant state for a Protestant people" . 

Indeed a leading Unionist of the time, Walter Long in a letter to 
Lloyd George explained. that the exclusion of three of the U15ter 
counties was on the basis that thb would guarantee "Unionist 
supremacy" in the new state. 

For OVCl' 50 years the Unionist leadership implemented a repressive 
regime through the use of the Special Powers Act, the RUC and the 
B Specials and the use of internment without trial in every decade 
from the 1920's to the 1970's; a clear iUuatration of the 

6 



permanent state of crisis which existed in the six counties. 

Coercive legislation continues today with the Emergency Provisions 
Act and the Prevention of Terrorism Act. 
The most obvious symptom of the fa.ilun:: of partition is that it has 
not produced durable peace or stability . A fundamental 
consequence of partition ha8 been the institutionalising of injtmtice 
and sectarianism. 

10. Other indicators of its failure are that the six-county sta.telet 
exists on a lif"e support machine of Brltiah govenunent subventioru,, 
is the most militarised area in Western Europe~ the poorest region 
under the jurbdlction of Westminster and one of the most 
d:iBadvanta.ged regions in the EU. 

Partition effects e.ve-ry aspect of Imh society. Catholics in the Six 
Counties are still 2.2 t imes more likely to unemployed than 
Protestants after 20 year3 of so-called fair employment legislation. 
The British government admitted in 1992 that ~on all major eodal 
and economic in<licatorn Catholics are worse off' than Protestants". 
Unemployment. emliration and poverty have always been 
dispropotionately high among nationalists in the partitioned 
statelet. 

A 1994 Family Expenditure Survey showed that average gross 
weekly income for Protestants was I 7% more than the average 
income for Catholic households. 1994 also saw record payouts in 
compensation to Catholics in fair employment caaes taken against 
state health boards. local counci.15 and the Queens university in 
Belfast, There are also other issues such as the efrects of partition 
on the Irish economy as a whole. 

Business organisations tluoughout Ireland have given support to 
the creation of what they term an i•land economy. There are a 
range of sound economic and tlscal reasons for such a stance, a 
single currency, a unified ffnancial system. tax harmonisation etc. 
A 1992 Confederation of Irish Industry report said that up to 
75,000 extra Jobs could be created through measures to overcome 
the economic effects of partition. ThiB i.8 a fraction of what could be 
developed if the entire partttionist system, with all its distorting 
effects. ·was dismantled. 

11 . Sinn Fein's vision is of a society that grants economic justice to all 
its people. Everyone, irres~tive of their background should be 
able to gain meaningful well paid long.term employment in jobs 
that provid.e genuine security and fair working conditions. 
Everyone should have a meaningful role to play in developing the 
economy, particularly at a local leveL 

The removal of partition should b<:: a priority objective fot all those 
who want to find an agr~ment that ls based on the unity of our 
people rather than on the maintenance of division. 
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A Unitary State 

12. "We argue only for the right to national self-detcrm.ina.tion . .. the 
type of society chosen in that context is a matter for an Irish 
nation freed from any outside interference. " (Gerry Adams , 
Pathway to Peace, 1988) 

Sinn Fein seeks the establishment of a 32 county Wlitary state. 
This ls also the preferred option 0£ the parties which participated 
in the New Ireland Forum and is a constitutional imperative upheld 
in .Articles 2 and 3 of the Irish constitution. 

13 . The particular structure a£ politie&l unity desired by nationalists 
and which they would wish to see established ia a unitary state, 
achieved as a result of negotiations, determined by the people o( 
Ireland alone embracing the whole island of Ireland and providing 
irrevocable guarantees for the protection of the rights and liberties 
o! every citizen on this island inchuUog the communal and cultural 
rights of both nationalists and mrlonists. 

It is essential that any structures for a new Ireland recognise fully 
the diversity as well as the unity of the people of Ireland and 
ensure constitutional stability. 

14 . In devising and determining the structures of Irish unity and in 
formulating the guarantees they require It la essential to have 
unionist agreement and participation. The best people to identify 
the interests of the unionist tradition arc the unionist people 
themselves. It would thus be cuential that they should negotiate 
their role in any arrangements which would embody Irish unity. 

15 . Agreement on how the Iruh people will govern oursclvC$ must 
reverse not only the effects of partition itscm it muat also reverse 
the effects of decades of neglect of rural Ireland and particularly 
the west. Agreement m118t also advance the pr~ess of national 
reconciliation. 

16 . Sinn Fein believes that an Irleh national democracy i8 requiret1 with 
a central government and decentralised governmental structures. 
We propose a constitution for all Ireland and a Charter of Rights f'or 
all citizens . Within this political democracy we envisage an 
economic democracy • dc<:entra.llsed to bring real power to the 
regions. Greater participation of cltb:ens in the decisions that 
affect them should be an aim of iovernm.ent. 

In a democratic :.tatc, power rests with the people. The 
constitution for a united, independent Ireland would set out the 
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ba5i5 of a democratic system through which t he wishes of the 
people would be expressed. 

The constitution would protect the lndJv:ldual rights of the people 
of the nation in regard to social justice, including the right to an 
adequate income, to a j<>b to housing, to education and health care. 

The constitution would secular, pluralist, anti-sectarian, anti-
racist and anti-5CXU!t. 

Minority rights would be entrenched with effective sa!eguard.B 

It would also state the n.adon'5 commitment to protect and provide 
for the most vulnerable sections of society 1 children, the elderly 
and those unable to care or provide for themselves through illnesa 
or disability. 
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Conclusion 

l 7. 'Let us eJUure th(l.t this cowitry's children nez,,er 1cnow th.e suffering 
and humiliation of prevfous genero.tlons" NclsoiJ Mandela 

W c recognise that a section of the people of Ireland cherish a 
British heritage. We do not aeck to end the expre.sion of this 
legitiin.ate !lcnse of identity. What we do seek is an end to British 
sovereignty, partition. and_ the denial o! baalo ~1,JIIJl•Jl and civil 
rights. • 

When Irish Republicana talk about British inter!erenc-e and the 
British presence we do not mean the Unionist section o! the people 
of Ireland. Being ma:rgtu•Uscd, abandoned and di11CD1powered is 
wrong for nationalists. It would also be wrong fDr umonistB. 

With the demise of the ~viaivcnesa of ~tion the vibrant 
expression of the libertarian_. tradition of Pro~ WPU1d have 
a key and tar reaching role in. the creation of ail Ireland in which all 
are cherished. 

The .moat graphic diaplay or th1• tradition ill Ireland was the 
Republicanism inspired by the French reirolution, a bulwark of 
which was Irish Presbytcrlanf am._ It was clemenu of thla tradition 
who went on to help detach America from the empire. 

It is our belief that, ifven tJae baaically common e.x:perit!ncc of the 
people of Ireland, reuniflcatlon would over time lead to the full 
emergence of the kind of Irlsb nation that hu been hoped for since 
the time oC the United lrlabmen. 

! 
' i 
I 
i 
' t 
I 
f 
' 


	Image_0012
	Image_0013
	Image_0014
	Image_0015
	Image_0016
	Image_0017
	Image_0018
	Image_0019
	Image_0020
	Image_0021

