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for a way forward;

s for political change.

shall spend at least as : time con thesa.

Backward Steps:

Czasa2fire Ended

you last cenvened
months old, and the Loyalists
I think chexa

hard to describe, and impossible to exaggerate, the dismay

SO many people in Northern Ireland felt, akin to despair,

when the Republican ceasefire was ended, and Docklands attacked.
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Could that have been prevencted, while sustaining the pProspects tor
political talks? Illegaily held weapons were the chstacle aand th
absance of any clear asser-icn that the ceasefire wasg permanent, and
never to be abrogated.

The arguments about that will be leng lived. I myself am in no
doubt that to have taken a weaker line would have been inherently
wrong. Moreover any talks that were ultimately convened would nct

nave had the unionist parties at the rabla, We wer: not prepared tC

dafeat the purpcse of the process in that way, nor incidentally

would we have been permitted by Parliament to have done SO.

Tnstead, with our colleagues in the Irish Government Wwe 02
committed ourselves in January to the principles
non-violence laid down In the Report of the Inter

we had jointly commissioned.

particzpation by Sinn Feir

unequivocal resteoration of

- Vg

Decklgaks wWas 3s much a brutal shock for =

1

ag it was for the murders and damage which 1
inflicted.
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Now I must

Drumcre=,

there hung over the grave.y

season, ancl in

ince the bsginnin




uncontentious return route availab
‘Pertadown, in some part down the
a compromise was not forthcoming.

The Chief Constable foresaw a risk of saerious publ:.c disordey :if
parade went ahesad.

In consequence the RUC had served a lawful notice ¢n “he Orance
re

-l
Ordey, which ordered the turn stage of the Crange Order Parads

-

Portadewn Lo be re-routed away from the Garvaghy Road.
é

;
Foliowing that decision, which I £ully support,

and disgraceful public discrder at both Drumcreze an
parts of Noxrthern Ireland Zor four days. While sericu
made on the ground to avert worse disorder, neverthele
cn the part of some elements Province wide, a c¢lea:r an
reprenensible intention to over-stretcn the capacity of
maintain puplic orcder, I have to say that thos

areas and .instances for a tima succeedad

30 again now.

-Throughout that period there were continuing
agreement withia Drum . They failed,
circumstances,

Orange Marchers w

Constakle decided

limited parade dow

pravent loss of 1

cenciugion he had

too, he has my £ull su

commend for

July.




a*chcs Generally

The parade in Drumcree and the way it was handled nas brought
prominence the doctrine and practice of the Chief Coastable’s
operational independence, the role of the Secretary 2{ Stats
approval - or otherwise - of notified parades, and the attitud
khe RUC towards parades, whether organised by unionists oX

nationalists. Let me deal with these issues at cnce.

, cur cenatitucional arrangements we hold very firnly

‘1

maincaining the cper rational independence of the RUC
inception of the first reqular police service over 160 years
have never aliowed the police, in Great Britain or under direct
in Norchern Ireland, to he the tools of any Ministers
ific power to impose 2 ban
rests in law with the
decisions are made on the
acause the CIri iterion is the ooa

Lo
order.

ndence was lacer exercised 1in
3oys’' parade in Londonder in August. The respons:.bil
evaluacing a proposed parade agairst the statutory orit
witn the Royal Ulster Constabulary. In making deci:
whather a pavad° may follow a pa”t icular route, the
ly to prompt serinus
the _-fe of the community, o%
the purpose of the organisers
the RUC and they al

1ed
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handling
Northern

The raview is being chaire

d Vice Chancel
Oxford University, assisted Dunlcp and Fr Oliver

has wide terms o: which include examinin

slation and locxing at the possibility o1 int:

-~ -

ctice. ‘This review will be independent. It i
an extensive survey oI public opinion, and I
h analysis of the issue by Januzazry.
for legislati ~ if chat :s
introduced in :ima 1t TO impact on
Review will
will
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in Norther
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Similar conclusion in

-a

Party against the UUD
fore remain Participants

Meanwhile Sinn Fein know what is required of them, by bozh

vernments, befors they can come te the negotiatin

1an has besn reguired of andprovided by all

!
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And we must not forget that it is not only at the Governmental leva

that ralationships between the people of these Islands can be

enhanced. Links betwesn cities, between universities and cultural

avchangss of svery form all contribute TO a bestter unisrscand:i
Many of these developments do no:t rece:

-
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All of this is abominable,

and with resolution.
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