
Bite th~ Bull~t. Quit The Process. 

All men are created equal. However, not all human id~as or politi<:ul philosophies are 

equally valid. As Unionists, in the battle of ideologies that is the U1ster conflict, we 

espouse the superior idea.I, Unionism. 

Trish nationalism is the baser philo!)ophy because it sow'S the seeds of division. A 

nationalism must define membership of the nution. This process of definitto11 r~sults 

in exclusion gnd lineis being drawn in Ulster1s socit:ty. The Irish nation's definition is 
·~ 

narrowly Gaelic and Roman Cutholic. lt exclude~ LI~ , the Ulster-English and Ulster-

Scottis:h who combim: to forge the Ulster-British nation. 

Un.io:nism <foes bdieve in the existence of nations. However, it believes the 

correspondence of a culturnl Qt' ethnic nation and a state is unhealthy even, dangerou~. 

Unionism believes in the conce-µt of the union state, a number of nations m one ststc. 

T11e Union state permits diversity and varit!ty Tn short the Union state i.s a pluralist 

o.ne. National djfferences are accommQ@tcd and the rights of the individual arr; of 

paramount importance. 

In 1996, how is the superior ideal being served by its guardian the U1~ter Unionist 

Party? 

Some matters have improved under the Trimble/Taylor leadership. Our Leader is 

much more able to deal with the media tha.n his predi;:ce~sor. We have established 

full time offices in Washin!:,rton and Lnndon. W;;; became the first Unionist Party on 

the Information Superhighway. Thes~ mt:!asures mean the transmission of the 

Unionist message to the wider world, has been dramatically improved. 



Within Ul.ster tht! cha.nge, if any, 1s less imprcssiv~. Trirnbk and Taylor gained two 

thirds of the first preforcncc vat~ at rhe leo.d~rship election That represented u 

mandate for significant and r,-0sitive chunge in the Ulster Unionist Party. rt is my 

belief that the mandate has ~een squandered and the cl'fort to define a Nt-.iw Unionism 

came to an end with Trimble's leadersl1ip election speech 011 8 September 1995. The 

root cause of comparative internal fajlure is timid leadership a.11d an unwillingness to 

delegate resulting in too much being l~fi to be d0r11.? by too fow. meaning not very 
much gets done::. 

Those who put Trimble and Taylor where they a.re expec.;ted more. They reasonably 

e~'<p~cted to see an c:nd tt) the maverick activitie::; of K~n Maginnis, a modernised 

Party structure, the re-vamping of Party Headquarters and the appointment of 

e'rfective staff. major char;gc in our front l.ine personnel, and an end to the scandalous 

under utilisation of funds provided by the European Parliumcnt. None of this has 
happened. 

However, these failings pale into almost total insigniftcunce \Vhe.n you c.:onsidt:r our 

greatest disservice to the Union: our pr~se.nt participation in the multi~pru-ty talk:s. 

When involving yourself in process as complicated and protracted as tht; pre~ent 

you must always took back to how you arrived at this position. This began with 

h • t I·Iume/ Adam'!. document. The LondorJDublin axis revealed its tam~r t e :secre . . "! , . , . 

• • • th o0 .. - 1·ng Street pe.clMation. With PIRA and Loyalist cease-fires .in sections m e vrn I • ' ' I 

d d f uu1~--!Adnms was revealed in the Framework Document the bag, the core eman q tf •e;:· '1 · • . 

namely the creation of tb~ qNJl~ii; fpr lrisr unifkation. The Framework Documer:t 

d • bi t' +h .. j71P.v1'ti:tbJP talkc 1,alks which are based upon John Humes le mexora y on o " r 1 !'!TI , !" · , .. , 

three strand concept. 
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Therefore, all strands of Unionism an: particip~ling fully in a prO(::~ss which ha;; not, 

does not and will not address any Unionist concerns. It is u proc~ss designed to . -utlvunce Trish nationalism. 1t i:s a proCt!SS of political regression. The three strand 

approach is a nati<,nalist cage to prodiice a nationulist outcome to the negotiat.ions . 

Failing that, unything Unionism agrees to in the talks will be used as a weapon against 

us when they try to impose furtlv:r unwanted and anti-democratic constitutionu! 

change. 

Too many Unionists tell you what is wrong bl,.\t offor no alternative. An extr~mely .,. 
brave political alternative exists but there is only one opportunity. A dt!velopmt!ntul 

process built around Ulster has nothing to off~r Unionism. An All-Ireland proc~s~ has 

even less to offer. A British deve,lopmental process alone afters a Uni()nist way 

fmward. 
--. 

Historically, Ulster has be':l.n in th~ vanguard of British constitutional reform. ln the 

Williamite Wars our blood sacrifice g;iined a limik<l, constitutional monarchy. The 

Ulster-Scot rebellion of 1798 led to the .Act of Union. Our blood sacrifice at the 

Somme maintained Ulster's membership of tb Union whliln it shrank in 192 l. Again 

we must b~ in the vanguard of the Union's 3>'.ivancement. The idea we should offer is 

the idea our .American and Canadian brothers gave to the modern political world. 

federalism. 

The Union a~ presently constituted does not offer m~. a..a'1 Ulster Loyalist, justice. Our 

treatment over the past twenty.five years has destroyed the contract betv.teen the four 
' 

constituent parts of the Union. A new contract must be cstabfoihed empowering the 

regio.ns. A written constitution is needed to ensure that the abuses which 'TI1utch~r 

inflicted upon the United Kingdom can never be repeated. A Bill of Rights based on 

the European Conventi<.m to empower the citizen aJ1d bruu.rnntee equality is also 



necessary. The abolition of the House of Lord:.- and u ne;:w ~econ<.l house based on 1h~ 

German model must be created to guarantl!e f!;ldernJ rights. 

Some may think an alternative consequem::c of ·this thinking is a federnl £~land. Not 

so. The federalism the T.ri!-:h offer is a means of integration into the Irish nation•state. 

Others talk of a federal Ireland under a Uilfon F1ag. T am a patriot. J believe my 

ideology has the potential to be the greatest in the world. How~ver, I b.av~ tto desire 

to impose it upon a.nyone else. The Irish gai.."led their independem.:e, th~y seem to like 

it and they can keep it. My ortly request is the respect our sovereignty and end the 
'l 

interference that reinforces sectarianism in Ulster. 

In • conclusion, the lIDP and PUP often attack the other Unionist parties for a 

supposed unwillingness to debate the vatue of the Union. To debate the Union with a 

person ~s ideologicaJly committed as John Hume is like reading Einstein to the 

monkeys. At the ~d of th~ day the monkeys are still monkey5 and Hume is still a 

nationalist i.e. pointless W1d futile, TI1e people we need to debate the value and worth 

of the Union ""ith are our fellow citizens of the United Kingdom. We must create a 

modern Unionist ideal and sell it not only in Ulster but to the people of England 

Scotland and Wales. We have succee<:!ed before in the period l9I2-1914. We must 

do so again and take a re-vitalised and re-juwnut~d Union into the New Milknnium. 
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