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Arising from yesterday's de.bate at tha STORMONT TALKS it must ba underlined that 

no one is asking the Loyalist Paramilitaries to COID\ence decorrmissioning unilat.:rrally. 

Every d2.rrtocrat accepts that it is desirable that all illagal arms are. removed from th2 

e::olitical d2bat2. Like.visa most p2opl2 r2cognis2 that Unionists cannot n2gotiat2 vith 

IRA/ SINN FEIN undar thraat of the. use. of illegal arms. 

Accordingly 2.fforts must be made. to r2duc2 illegal arms - be. they loyalist or 

re.publican. 

Those. vho have. subscribed to tha MITCHELL REPORT, and thay include. both tha Southarn 

Irish Gov2rnm2nt and the. SDLP, are. expacted to accapt Mitchall's Racorrmcndation in 

paragraph 34 of his r e.port that 'PARTIES SHOULD CONSIDER AN APPROACH UNDER WHICH SCME 

DECOMMISSIONING WOULD TAKE PLACE DURING THE PROCESS OF ALL-PARTY TALKS'. R2gr2ttably 

y2st2rday both the. SDLP and Southarn Irish Gov2rn.~2nt rcn2g2d on that recommendation! 

Ulstar Unionists are not damanding d2-corrmissioning by Loyalist Paramilitarias on an 

unilataral basis. WE EMPHASISE THAT THERE CANNCYl' BE 'ANY PARTIAL DEXXM-ITSSIQNill; BY 

IDYALisr PARAMILITARIES UNLF.sS THERE IS SIMIIAR DECCMITSSIONJNG AT THE SAME TIME BY 

-IBPUBLICAN PARAMILITARIES. 

Mitchell, in paragraph 35 of his re.port states 'As prograss is made. on political 

issuas, aven :rood.est mutual steps on dcecnmissioning could help' 

So, to surrrnarise, Unionists are. not asking for any dac'JITTTl.issioning by Loyalist 

Paramilitarias vhilst Sinn Fain/ IRA are not at the. talks. Should Sinn Fe.in arrive 

at tha talks - and that vould d2p2nd up::>n many factors including an IRA C2as2fir2, 

than Unionists ara simply asking for equal de.commissioning, or mutual partial 

d2ccmnissioning, by both Loyalist and Re.publican Paramilitaries - not total 

da~cmnissioning by 2ith2r or both sidas! 

BUT SIN:E OBVIOUASLY THE SOU'lliERN IRISH GOVEffi,NENl1 IS MANIPULATING THINGS 'ID ARRANGE THE 

ENI'RY OF SINN FEIN/IRA INl'O THE ALL-PARTY TALKS IT IS ESSEm'IAL 'ffiAT THE IDDALITIES 

-FDR MUTUAL AND PARTIAL DOCCMITSSIOmN; ARE AGREED IN ADVANCE AND IN PLACE. THAT IS ALL 

'lliAT UI..SrER UNIONISTS SEEK 1IT THIS TIME. 
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