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Article 46 (con.tinucd).

5. A Bill containing a proposal for the amendment of this
Constitution shall be signed by the President forthwith upon
his being satisfied that the provisions of this Article have
been complied with in respect thereof and that such proposal
has been duly approved by the people in accordance with
the provisions of section 1 of Article 47 of this Constitution

and shall be duly promulgated by the President as a law.

THE REFERENDUM.

Article 47.

1. Every proposal for an amendment of this Constitution

which is submitted by Referendum to the decision of the

people shall, for the purpose of Article 46 of this Constitution,

be held to have been approved by the people, if, upon having

been so submitted, a majority of the votes cast at such
Referendum shall have been cast in favour of its enactment

into law.

2. 10 Every Bill and every proposal, other than a proposal

to amend the Constitution, which is submitted by Referendum

to the decision of the people shall be held to have been vetoed

by the people if a majority of the votes cast at such

Referendum shall have been cast against its enactment into

law and such majority shall have amounted to not less than

thirty-five per cent. of the voters on the Register.

20 Every Bill and every proposal, other than a proposal

to amend the Constitution, which is submitted by Referendum

to the decision of the people shall for the purposes of

Article 27 hereof be held to have been approved by, the

people unless vetoed by them in accordance with the

provisions of the foregoing sub-section of this section.

3. Every citizen who has the right to vote at an election for

members of Dåil Eireann shall have the right to vote at a

Referendum.

4. Subject as aforesaid, -the Referendum shall be regulated

by law.
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oe éeaqc Alse sut oo 1 RelFReann.

ét11ms1uSaO na nelte IRédt%fi1RÄ1öce, IS

an RelFReann,
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REPEAL OF CONSTITUTION OF SAORSTÅT EIREANN

AND CONTINUANCE OF LAWS.

Article 48.

The Constitution of Saorståt Eireann in force immediately

prior to the date of the coming into operation of this

Constitution shall be and is hereby repealed as on and from

that date.

Article 49.
1. All powers, functions, rights and prerogatives whatsoever

exercisable in or in respect of Saorståt Eireann immediately

before the 11th day of December, 1936, whether in virtue

of the Constitution then in force or otherwise, by the

authority in which the executive power of Saorståt Eireann

was then vested are hereby declared to belong to the people

of Éire.

2. It is hereby enacted that, save to the extent to which

provision is made by this Constitution or may hereafter be

made by law for the exercise of any such power, function,

right or prerogative by any of the organs established by

this Constitution, the said powers, functions, rights and

prerogatives shall not be exercised or be capable of being

exercised in or in respect of Éire save only by or on the

authority of the Government.

3. The Government of Éire shall be the successors of the

Government of Saorståt Eireann as regards all property,

assets, rights and liabilities.

Article 50.
1. Subject to this Constitution and to the extent to which

they are not inconsistent therewith, the laws in force in

Saorståt Eireann immediately prior to the date of the coming

into operation of this Constitution shall continue to be of full

force and effect until the same or any of them shall have

been repealed or amended by enactment of the Oireachtas.

2. Laws enacted before, but expressed to come into force after,

the coming into operation of this Constitution, shall, unless

otherwise enacted by the Oireachtas, come into force in

accordance with the terms thereof,
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RĆIR măR tuĄ1óceĄR łonncz\ munđ n-ačcu1SeĄnn

an cOłqeačcĄs nhđtdłrłc.
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Article 51.

1. Notwithstanding anything contained in Article 46 hereof,

any of the provisions of this Constitution, except the

provisions of the said Article 46 and this Article, may, subject

as hereinafter provided, be amended by the Oireachtas,

whether by way of variation, addition or repeal, within a
period of three years after the date on which the first
President shall have entered upon his office.

2. A proposal for the amendment of this Constitution
under this Article shall not be enacted into law if, prior to

such enactment, the President, after consultation with the
Council of State, shall have signified in a message under his

hand and Seal addressed to the Chairman of each of the
Houses of the Oireachtas that the proposal is in his opinion a
proposal to effect an amendment of such a character and
importance that the will of the people thereon ought to be
ascertained by Referendum before its enactment into law,

3. The foregoing provisions of this Article shall cease to have
the force of law immediately upon the expiration of the
period of three years referred to in section 1 hereof.

4. This Article shall be omitted from every official text of this
Constitution published after the expiration of the said period,

Article 52.

1. This Article and the subsequent Articles shall be omitted
from every official text of this Constitution published after
the date on which the first President shall have entered upon
his office.

2. Every Article of this Constitution which is hereafter
omitted in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this
Article from the offcial text of this Constitution shall
notwithstanding such omission continue to have the force o!
lav.
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6 beıt AR LÂR arhUd1ö.
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Article 53.

1. On the coming into operation of this Constitution a general

election for Seanad Eireann shall be held in accordance with

the relevant Articles of this Constitution as if a dissolution

of Dåil Eireann had taken place on the date of the coming

into operation of this Constitution.

2. For the purposes of this Article references in the relevant

provisions of this Constitution to a dissolution of Dåil Eireann

shall be construed as referring to the coming into operation

of this Constitution, and in those provisions the expression

Dåil Eireann " shall include the Chamber of Deputies (Dåil

Eireann) established by the Constitution hereby repealed.

3. The first assembly of Seanad Eireann shall take place not
later than one hundred and eighty days after the coming
into operation of this Constitution.

Article 54.

1. The Chamber of Deputies (Dåil Eireann) established by the
Constitution hereby repealed and existing immediately before
that repeal shall, on the coming into operation of this
Constitution, become and be Dåil Eireann for all' the purposes
of this Constitution.

2. Every person who is a member of the said Chamber of
Deputies •(Dåil Eireann) immediately before the said repeal
shall, eon the coming into operation of this Constitution, become
and be a member of Dåil Eirea1Y1 as if he had been elected to
be such member at an election held under this Constitution.

3. The member of the said Chamber of Deputies (Dåil Eireann)
Who is immediately before the said repeal Ceann Comhairle shall
upon the coming into operation of this Constitution become and
be the Chairman of Dåil Eireann.

Article 55.

1. After 'the coming into operation of this Constitution and
until , the first assembly of Seanad Eireann, the Oireachtas
shall consist of one House only.
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Article 55 (continued).

2. The House forming the Oireachtas under this Article shall

be I)åil Eireann.

3. Until the first President enters upon his offce, the

Oireachtas shall be complete and capable of functioning

notwithstanding that there is no President.

4. Until the first President enters upon his offce, bills passed

or deemed to have been passed by the House or by both

Ilouses of the Oireachtas shall be signed and promulgated

by the Commission 'hereinafter mentioned instead of by the

President.

Article 56,

1. On the coming into operation of this Constitution, the

Government in office immediately before the coming into

operation of this Constitution shall become and be the

Government of Éire for the purposes of this Constitution

and the members of that Government shall without any

appointment under Article 13 hereof, continue to hold their

respective offces as if they had been appointed thereto under

the' said Article 13.

2. The members of the Government of Éire in offce on

the date on which the first President shall enter upon his

offce shall. receive offcial appointments from •the President

as soon as may be after the said date.

3. The Departments of State of Saorståt Eireann shall as on
and from the date of the coming into operation of this
Constitution and until otherwise determined by law become

and be the Departments of State of Éire.

4. On] the coming into operation of this Constitution, the
Civil Service of the Government of Saorståt Eireann shall
become and be the Civil Service of the Government of Éire.

$. Nothing in this Constitution shall prejudice or affect the
termsz conditions, ,remuneration or tenure of any person who
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Article 56 (continued).

was in any Governmental employment immediately prior to

the coming into operation of this Constitution.

Article 57.

1. The first President shall enter upon his office not later than

one hundred and eighty days after the date of the coming into

operation of this Constitution,

2. After the date of the coming into operation of this

Constitution and pending the entry of the first President

upon his office the powers and functions of the President

under this Constitution shall be exercised by a Commission

consisting of the following persons, namely, the Chief Justice,

the "President of the High Court, and the Chairman of

Dåil Eireann.

3. Whenever the Commission is incomplete by reason of a

vacancy in an offce the holder of which is a member of the

Commission, the Commission shall, during such vacancy, be

completed by the substitution of the senior judge of the

Supreme Court who is not already a member of the

Commission in the place of the holder of such offee, and

likewise in the event of any member of the Commission

being, on any occasion, unable to act, his place shall be taken

on that occasion by the senior judge of the Supreme Court

who is available and is not already a member, or acting in

the place of a member, of the Commission.

4. The Commission may act by any two of their number.

5. The provisions of this Constitution which relate to the

exercise and performance by the President of the powers and

functions conferred on him by this Constitution shall apply to

the exercise and performance of the said powers and functions

by the said Commission in like manner as those provisions

apply to the exercise and performance of the said powers and

functions by the President.
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Article 58.

1. On and after the coming into operation Of this

Constitution and until otherwise determined by law, the

Supreme Court of Justice, the High Court of Justice, the

Circuit Court of Justice and the District Court of Justice

in existence immediately before the coming into operation of

this Constitution shall, subject to the provisions of this

Constitution relating to the determination of questions as to

the validity of any law, continue to exercise the same

jurisdictions respectively as theretofore, and any judge or

justice being a member of any such Court shall, subject to

compliance with the subsequent provisions of this Article,

continue to be a member thereof and shall hold office by the

like tenure and on the like terms as theretofore unless he

signifies to the Taoiseach his desire to resign.

2. Every such judge and justice who shall not have so signified

his desire to resign shall make and subscribe the declaration

set forth in section 5 of Article 34 of this Constitution.

3. This declaration shall be made and subscribed by the

Chief Justice in the presence of the Taoiseach, and by each of

the other judges of the said Supreme Court, the judges of the

said High Court and the judges of the said Circuit Court in

the presence of the Chief Justice in open court.

4. In the case of the justices of the said District Court the
declaration shall be made and subscribed in open court.

5. Every 'such declaration shall be made immediately upon
the coming into operation of this Constitution, or as soon as
may be thereafter.

6. Any such judge or justice who 'declines or neglects to
make such declaration in the manner aforesaid • shall be
deemed to have vacated his offce.
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58.

oceaòc 1 nsniotil mn t5unqedCc so dSus
1. sIn 

so X)Ci So SCInnce4R ti14t41Rc teni çotÂIR mn t14éC4R41S, mn
*0011 ('XIIRC asus mn ()ültée

ann yoitReaé ROIti1 teaéc 1 nsniotil mn bunrzeaéc
te anatilôlll, ça CUItmS1t1S4ï) bpotl(ltci ï)en

thuntzeatc so thatneas te bizett 'oo tdbd1Rc
1 balt belt don X)t1Seaï),

potlS1nsi céa»ona ça seaé *O'01bRIUS4ï) bi
11-01bR1t1Sa0 aca SO ntllse SIn, asus, an

scoli1Seatt so scotiltionçalò sé na Ë0R41tci seo ln
so, teançdl*ô don bRe1tedti1

nô non Iti1SCis IS cotiwtca >0'aon Cü1RC *Oiob SIn
Ina éotiutca oen Cü1RC SIn, asus berb sé 1

seltt5 olfA1se an seatbaéas IS na coinSeattaé4

céayona Rdib sé so ntllse SIn, muna SCUIRIO sé
111 lült Cd01seaé SüR tels élRSe as.

2. t)Re1ted1i1 ast1S 1ü1SCis ()îob SIn na CUIRÇIO

ln lült APL an scuma SIn St1R ml an tels élRSe as 01ËIS,

ni çotÂIR an oedRbn»ò ln 5 *0'41RŒeasat
34 'Oen Ot1t11Reaéc so *béanat'h asus Ct1R

tel s.

3. ls 1 tÂtd1R an CÂOISIS an PRioti1-

tjRe1tenti1 an SIn astas CUIRÇIO

tels, IS 1 tatd1R an Ï5Rioti1-bRe1t1m ln san

éÜIRC so polbtlòe btzelteatil »oe

btqelteatfllldlt') elte na CÜIRCe tlaécdRd1Se SIn,

btzelteatinnalb na 11ÂRYO-CÜIRCe SIn asus bRe1t-

eatfitlòlt) na Cü1Rce CüdRCd SIn, an SIn

sus éUIRÇ1>Ô tati'l Lets.

4. ls ln san éÜIRC so polbtlòe lütscisi

Cü1Rce Oültée SIn an 'oedRbaO 4St1S CUIRÇIO

tels.

5. t41tReaé *oceaéc 1 nsniotil oon t5unReaéç so

nô Cotil tuat asus IS Çé101R é élS SIn IS eaò

SOC »oedRt5d*ô *biob SIn.

6, don bRe1teanh n ô lülscis *Oiob SIn Olütcas nô

4 #41tt1Seas on oe-dRbd>ò SIn roo an noo

Rédtî1RÂIOce ni çot4113 4 meas so t5çt11V SC4RC4

41Se Ve n-a OIPIS,
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Article 59.

On the coming into operation of this Constitution, the

person who is the Attorney General Of Saorståt Eiréann

immediately before the coming into operation of this

Constitution shall, without any appointment tinder Article 30

of this Constitution, become and be the Attorney General as

if he had been appointed to that office under the said

Article 30,

Article 60.

On the coming into operation of this Constitution the

person who is the Comptroller and Auditor General of

•Saorståt Eireann immediately before the coming into

operation of this Constitution shall, without any appointment

under Article 33 of this Constitution, become and be the

Comptroller and Auditor General as if he had been appointed

to that office under the said Article 33.

Article 61.

L On the coming into operation of this Constitution, the

Defence Forces and the Police Forces of Saorståt Eireann in

existence immediately before the coming into operation of

this Constitution shall become and be respectively the Defence

Forces and the Police Forces of Éire.

2. 10 Every commissioned officer of the Defence Forces of

Saorståt Eireann immediately before the coming into

operation of this Constitution shall become and be a

commissioned officer of corresponding rank of the Defence

Forces of Éire as if he had received a commission therein

under Article 13 of this Constitution.

20 Every officer of the Defence Forces of Éire at the date

on which the first President enters upon his office shall receive

a commission from the President as soon as may be after

that date.

Article 62.

This Constitution shall come into operation

i. on the day following the expiration of a period of

one hundred and eighty days after its approval by
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AtnceASAt 59.
An Cé IS IORioti1-ACURtme gaonscdc é1Reann t)ineaéIR01ti1 teaéc 1 nsniotil >oon buntaeaéc so ts é IS G-AISne teaéc t nsniotfi mn t)unqeaéc soIS so sceap?dlöe Cun na 1101?1se Sin é

30 l)unneaéc so, SUs- Sin san é éeap&) pa'nSin 30.

AttaceASAt 60.

An Cé IS ÄRO-SCRÜOÖIR gaoqscÄc é1Reann OiqeaéROIti1 teaéc 1 nsniotfi oon bunqeaéc so IS é IS
IReaécd1Re Cunncas IS Cisce teaéc 1 nsniotfi oon
t)unqeaéc so IS So sceappdlöe Cun na h01F1se
Sin é Altaceasat 33 bunneaéc so, asus Sin
san é éeapeö sm 33,

AtnceASAt 61.
l, An cAqm Cosanca asus an Pöltios beas AS

SAORSCÄC é1Reann '0iReaé ROIti1 teaéc 1 nsniotfi D>oon
t)unqeaéc so IS IS Atam Cosanca asus IS Pöltios

sené o'é11R1nn AR teaéc 1 nsniotil oon bunqeaéc
so.

2. 10 0191seaé mbelö In Cosanca
gaoqscÄc é1Reann »oiqeaé R01tfi teaéc 1 nsniotfi oon
buntaeaéc so IS 0191seaé é an scélm
éérona In anm Cosanca é1Reann, IS so

Sé In san Atam Cosanca Sin AIRC-
easat 13 »oen Üunqeaéc so.

20 0191seaé beas In Atam Cosanca é1Reann
an Rdéas an ééco IlaéCdRÄn 1 scütum otptse,
Seoba Sé Sdllam 0191SIS Ön IldÖCc\RÅn éotil tuc\t asus

IS Fé101R é Ina sin.

AtnceASAt 62.
CIOCI%IÖ an buntaeaéc so 1 nsnionh

i. ééao *0'é1S CRé1tfise tld01 bF1é10 tä

él$ an pol)dl, t01t1uSAö tets asus
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Article 62 (continued).

the people signified by a majority of the votes cast

at a plebiscite thereon held in accordance with law,

or,

ii. on such earlier day after such approval as may be fixed

by a resolution of Dåil Eireann elected at the

general election the polling for which shall have

taken place on the same day as the said plebiscite,

Article 63.

A copy of this Constitution signed by the Taoiseaeh, the

Chief Justice, and the Chairman of Dåil Eireann, shall

be enrolled for record in the office of the Registrar of the

Supreme Court, and such signed copy shall be conclusive

evidence of the provisions of this Constitution. In case of

conflict between the Irish and the English texts, the Irish text

shall prevail,

Dochum C16ire Dé

agus

OnØra na hÉireann.
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AltqceA3At 62 (åta

éüR san In Itilt te cqomtdé '0e na
sutanna CUSCdR pot)dtbnelt
Ina tob Ré1R OtiS1ö, nö

ii. ta IS tüdlte é1S dn coit1Ste Sin, ma
SO CRUISteata te Rün ön
é1Reann coStdR In san ottcoSéÄn
noéancdR sutdlöeaöc. ta na pobdtbqelte
sin.

AtnceASAt 68.
Ili potÄ1ta cölb oen t)unæaéc so tältfi an

CAOISIS, an l'DRioti1-t)tae1t1nh, Sus Cdtd01Rteaö Ödlt
éltaeann 00 Isceaé Ina hlRIS In 01?1S IRISe01R
na Cü1Rce IldécdRd1Se asus IS i an ÖÖ1b 61Sn1te
Sin IS Fldönalse öo-ötd01öce #0RÄ1tci an Dun-
neaéca so. 1 scÄs san célcs Saeöltse asus an
célcs Sacs-ÜédRtd 00 belt 00 Ré1R öélte IS

célcs Saeöltse belö nn PORtÄtfias.

ooCum stöltae oé
asus

onÖRd na hé11Reann
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