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THIRD AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION BILL, 1968

Amendment of 
Article 16 of the 
Constitution.

Citation.

BILL
entitled

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION.

WHEREAS by virtue of Article 46 of the Constitution any 5 
provision of the Constitution may be amended in the manner 
provided by that Article:

AND WHEREAS it is proposed to amend Article 16 of the 
Constitution :

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS 10 
FOLLOWS:—

1.—Article 16 of the Constitution is hereby amended as follows: —

(1a) the sub-section set out in Part I of the Schedule to this Act 
shall be substituted for sub-section 3° of section 2 of the 
Irish text, 15

(b) the sub-section set out in Part II of the Schedule to this Act 
shall be substituted for sub-section 3° of section 2 of the 
English text.

2.—(1) The amendment of the Constitution effected by this Act 
shall be known as and may for all purposes be referred to as the 20 
Third Amendment of the Constitution.

(2) This Act may be cited as the Third Amendment of the 
Constitution Act, 1968.

SCHEDULE

Part I 25

3° Deanfar dail-cheanntair do chinneadh sa ddigh, mas rud e, 
maidir le gach ceann ar leith de na dail-cheanntraibh, go nddantar an 
lion comhaltaf bheas le togha d6 a roinnt isteach ina dhaonraidh (do 
reir an daonairimh a rinneadh go direach roimh an gcinneadh), na 
beidh comhrann ar bith di'obh os cionn, na fa bhun, an mheadhdin a 30 
gheibhtear trid an daonradh iomlan, do reir an daon&irimh a rinneadh 
go direach roimhe sin, a roinnt ar lfon iomlan comhaltaf Dh&il 
fiireann meid is mo na an seamhadh cuid den mheadhon san.

Fa chuimsiu an cheanglais sin roimhe seo den fho-alt so, nuair a 
bheas d£il-cheanntair da gcinneadh bh£arfar &ird ar fhairsinge agus 35 
ionsroichteacht d&il-cheanntar agus ar a riachtanaighe at£ s6 
lfmistdirf caothamhla ionadaidheachta do chur ar faghail agus, fa
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AN BILLE UM AN TRIO LEASO AR AN mBUNREACHT, 1968

BILLE
da ngairtear

ACHT CHUN AN BUNREACHT DO LEASO.

5 DE BHR! gur cead, de bhua Airteagal 46 den Bhunreacht, 
foraileamh ar bith den Bhunreacht do leasu ar an modh a shocraitear 
leis an Airteagal sin :

AGUS DE BHR! go bhfuil beartaithe Airteagal 16 den Bhunreacht 
do leasu :

10 ACHTAITEAR AG AN OIREACHTAS AR AN ABHAR SIN 
MAR A LEANAS

1.—Leasaitear leis seo mar a leanas Airteagal 16 den Bhunreacht: —

{a) cuirfear an fo-alt ata leagtha amach i gCuid I den Sceideal 
a ghabhann leis an Acht seo in ionad fho-alt 3° d’alt 2 den 

15 teacs Gaeilge,

(b) cuirfear an fo-alt ata leagtha amach i gCuid II den Sceideal a 
ghabhann leis an Acht seo in ionad fho-alt 3° d’alt 2 den 
teacs Sacs-Bhearla.

2.—(1) An Triu Leasu ar an mBunreacht a bhdarfar ar an leasu 
20 a dheantar ar an mBunreacht leis an Acht seo agus is cead, chun 

gach crfche, an ainm sin a ghairm de.

(2) Feadfar an tAcht um an Triu Leasu ar an mBunreacht, 1968, 
a ghairm den Acht seo.

AN SCEIDEAL

25 Cuid I

3° Deanfar dail-cheanntair do chinneadh sa doigh, mds rud e, 
maidir le gach ceann ar leith de na dail-cheanntraibh, go ndeantar an 
lion comhaltaf bheas le togha do a roinnt isteach ina dhaonraidh (do 
rdir an daondirimh a rinneadh go dfreach roimh an gcinneadh), nd 

30 beidh comhrann ar bith diobh 6s cionn, nd fd bhun, an mheadhdin a 
gheibhtear trfd an daonradh iomldn, do reir an daondirimh a rinneadh 
go direach roimhe sin, a roinnt ar lion iomldn comhaltai Dhdil 
fiireann mdid is m6 nd an sdamhadh cuid den mheadhdn san.

Fa chuimsiu an cheanglais sin roimhe seo den fho-alt so, nuair a 
35 bheas dail-cheanntair dd gcinneadh bhdarfar dird ar fhairsinge agus 

ionsroichteacht dail-cheanntar agus ar a riachtanaighe atd s6 
limisteiri caothamhla ionadaidheachta do chur ar faghdil agus, fd

Airteagal 16 den 
Bhunreacht do 
leasii.

Luadh.
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n-a reir sin, ar a mhead is inmhianuighthe na gabhfadh d&il-cheanntair 
thar theorannta Contaetha riarachdin (seachas teorannta idir na 
Contaetha san agus Contae-Bhuirgi).

Nf deanfar cinneadh ar dhail-cheanntraibh i rith treimhse dar 
tosach ddta daonairimh agus dar crfoch data a thorthaf iomchuibhe 
(nach torthaf sealadacha) a fhoillsiu, agus, mds i dtrdimhse den tsdrt 
sin a tharldchaidh an t-am is deidheanaighe chun cinneadh den tsdrt 
sin a dheanamh agus nach mbeidh an cinneadh deanta roimh thosnu 
don treimhse, deanfar 6, d’aindeoin aon m insan Airteagal so, chomh 
luath agus is feidir tar eis don treimhse criochnu.

Part II

3° A determination of constituencies shall be so effected that if, 
with respect to each of the constituencies, the number of members to 
be elected for it is divided into its population (as ascertained at the 
census immediately preceding the determination), none of the 
quotients shall be greater, or less, than the average obtained by 
dividing the total population, as ascertained at the immediately pre­
ceding census, by the total number of members of Dail fiireann by 
more than one-sixth of that average.

Subject to the foregoing requirement of this sub-section, regard 
shall be had at a determination of constituencies to the extent and 
accessibility of constituencies and the need for securing convenient 
areas of representation and, subject to those considerations, to the 
desirability of avoiding the overlapping by constituencies of the 
boundaries of administrative Counties (other than boundaries between 
those Counties and County Boroughs).

A determination of constituencies shall not be effected during a 
period beginning on the date of a census and ending on the date of 
the publication of the relevant results (not being provisional results) 
thereof, and, if the latest time for effecting such a determination falls 
during such a period and the determination is not effected before the 
period begins, it shall, notwithstanding anything in this Article, be 
effected as soon as may be after the period ends.
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n-a reir sin, ar a mhead is inmhianuighthe na gabhfadh dail-cheanntair 
thar theorannta Contaetha riarachain (seachas teorannta idir na 
Contaetha san agus Contae-Bhuirgi).

Ni deanfar cinneadh ar dhdil-cheanntraibh i rith treimhse dar 
5 tosach data daonairimh agus dar crioch data a thorthaf iomchuibhe 

(nach torthaf sealadacha) a fhoillsiu, agus, mds i dtreimhse den tsdrt 
sin a thdrlochaidh an t-am is deidheanaighe chun cinneadh den tsort 
sin a dheanamh agus nach mbeidh an cinneadh ddanta roimh thosnu 
don trdimhse, deanfar e, d’aindeoin aon nf insan Airteagal so, chomh 

10 luath agus is fdidir tar eis don trdimhse criochnu.

Cuid II

3° A determination of constituencies shall be so effected that if, 
with respect to each of the constituencies, the number of members to 
be elected for it is divided into its population (as ascertained at the 

15 census immediately preceding the determination), none of the 
quotients shall be greater, or less, than the average obtained by 
dividing the total population, as ascertained at the immediately pre­
ceding census, by the total number of members of Dail £ireann by 
more than one-sixth of that average.

20 Subject to the foregoing requirement of this sub-section, regard 
shall be had at a determination of constituencies to the extent and 
accessibility of constituencies and the need for securing convenient 
areas of representation and, subject to those considerations, to the 
desirability of avoiding the overlapping by constituencies of the 

25 boundaries of administrative Counties (other than boundaries between 
those Counties and County Boroughs).

A determination of constituencies shall not be effected during a 
period beginning on the date of a census and ending on the date of 
the publication of the relevant results (not being provisional results) 

30 thereof, and, if the latest time for effecting such a determination falls 
during such a period and the determination is not effected before the 
period begins, it shall, notwithstanding anything in this Article, be 
effected as soon as may be after the period ends.
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