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ULP: John Taylor. Reg Empey and Stephen King
Irish Side: Attorney-General, Sean O hUiginn, David Donoghue, David Cooney, Steve

Magrer, Simon Hare, Brendan Callaghan.

Mr Empey said that the UUP was proposing the establishment of 2 working group, which
would consist of all participants in the Plenary. The group would consider mechanisms

required 1o enable progress to be made on decommissioning and would report back to the

resumed Opening Plenary at the begi of September. Following agreement on the report,
. Plznary would proceed to the launch of the three Strands. The working group wouid then
ceatinue as a liaison arrang 2s the sub- ittee proposed by the two Governments on

= decommissioning strand had to be put up front because there was nothing in piace at the

moment. Nothing was happening on legislation. for example. Their difficuity with the

agenda proposed by the two Go: for the Opening Plenary was not with wording, but
“hat there would be a discrepancy berween the different participants as to the meanimg of what
7aa been agreed on eg. I for d i i They did not want the Plenary 1o

= 2 pad note, with an implosion of disagreement. The original proposal by the two

Covernments on 6 June for an agenda for the Opening Plenary had been that
Jecommissioning would be discy in paraiiel with the three Strands. The UUP saw this as

meaning 2 erfect that when the three Strands 2ot down to real business, consideration of
decommussioning would only be starting. They had a political worry that if the [RA ceasefire

~as re:nstated. Sinn Féin wouid be at the table in September, but there would be no

10 Or other arrangements in place to cover decommissioning. There was no chance of
ion nefore Cliristmas. I nothing was in place when Sinn Féin joined the talks. they
~=ld simpty procrasunate on the issue. To see Adams at the table 1n advance of setting up
mecnanisms wonid be like the residents of the Garvaghy Road deciding on what others could

in their view. participants had o come 10 a decision before the end of the Plenary meeting on.

inter alia. what aecommissioning meant. how it was going to be achieved, the terms of
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reference of the working group and what the remit of the [nternational Body would be. To
this My Tavior added venfication that undertakings given on decommissioning were being
honoured (what the Attomey-Geperal called quality assurance). They wanted work on these
1ssues commussioned next week. Such a programme of work could not be done in a few
days. The report to the Opening Plenary would put flesh on the skeleton suggested by the
two Governments. This was a minimalist position. A maximalist position would demand the

actual production of draft legisiation, etc.

The Attomev-General said that what was being suggested was a very substanual body of
work What the UUP were suggesting was a front loading of decommissionung, that primacy
should be given to work on decommissiorung and that it should be done before work started

iz the three Strands.

Mr Empey said they had already spoken to the two loyalist parties on their proposals. The
inestngs had not been negative. They had assured the two parties that the UUP were not out
10 cause them difficulties. The UUP accepted that it would be impossible for the two parties
10 hand up arms before the [RA had also done so. The mutuality provisions in the Mitchell
Reporr protected the two parties, since those provisions meant that parties in the talks would
not have 10 do any decommissionung unt! all relevant parties were in the tatks. The UUP
wanted 1o have further discussions with the two parties, who were meeting their principais

that evenung.

Mr O hUigign said it was difficult to see now there could be a credible decommissioning

proczss when Sinn Féin were not participaung in the talks. The loyalists were not willing to
e part 11 what tie UUP were proposing. If the public saw such a huge contrivance being

constructed with regard to decommissioning it would simply not find it credible. Mr Empey

salg hat they were not expecting the impossible and accepted that there was a large element

oi the zcagemic in the exercise. However. there was an expectation among their electorate
trat progress on this would be made. Their motive was 10 ensure that decommussioning did
120t cecome a constant issue in the political process, with peopie asking each week what was

<!

Mr Glgeson said that the decommissioning “strand” currently did not have an agenda. unlike
the three Stranas.  The question was what level of particulanry (a word Mr Empey approved
of) the UUP required.
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Mr Tavlor said that in their opinion the DUP had changed its position on decommissioning.
Whereas previously they had insisted that there would have to be total decommissioning
before political talks commenced. they were now willing to join in talks if a framework for
decommissioning was set up. Mr Empey said that the DUP attitude was not unreasonable.
My O hUiginn said that it was his view that the [JUP were the unionist party making the
strongest demands on deccommissioning. Mr Coopey said that to achieve sufficient consensus
on the UUP proposals, it would be necessary to get the agreement of the DUP, since the
lovalist parties would not accept it.

Mr Empey said that they would conunue their discussions with the British Government.
They had no problem in speaking to the Irish side again.





