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.-\ PROPOSITI0'.\1 FROM THE BRITISH A~D fRISH GOVER.~~IENTS. 
25 JL"L Y 1996 

I. It 1s common ground that all participants wish ro see the maximum possible 

progress before the summer recess. The two Governments have considered how 

dm could best be facilitated. 

.., 

(a) 

t c) 

The Opening Plenary session must complete the following poinrs: 

adopnon oithe rules of procedure: 

r.staol:shment of the Business Committee: 

consider:ition of the International Body's proposals on decommissioning, 

inciuding agreement on the mechanism necessary to enable further progress 

:o be macie on decommissioning alongside negotiations in the three stra..rias: 

1 a) ciiscussion md adcption of the comprehensive agenda for the negotiations: 

, el 0pening statements: ::nci 

'fl the launch of the three~srranded negotiations in parallel with the 

~st2.bl isiunenc o( the a{?reeci machinery to carry for.vard work on 

decommiss1onin2. 

With a view to achieving the desired progress. the two Governments believe 

,hat the Opening P!en:iry should aim to complete its work on points (a) to td) 

'.Jefore rhe summer bre:1k. 
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-t We W>!lcome che independent Chairmen·s decision to publish draft rules or 

procedure reflecting their best Judgement of what is likely to prove acce!Jtablc: to all 

delegations. We support chese proposals. 

5. [n order to assist further progress in the negotiations. we attach a draft 

agenda for the remainder of the Opening Plenary for the consideration of the 

pames. 

6. \Ve propose that the agenda anci the rules of procedure be agreed ano 

formally acio!Jted by the reconvened Opening Plenary on Monday 29 July. 

7. We believe that it should be possible to reach agreement on the proposed 

rules of procedure and agenda relatively quickly. We support the proposal that 

the draft rules on decision making should be agreed first. 

8. We would also !Jropose, with a view to preparing the ground for next week's 

-.vori< in 0.e Plenary. that the relevant participants should be invited to forwarci co 

,he Chairmen of rhe re!evam strands by 6 pm on Ylonday 29 July. any \vrinen 

.Jdditions or amendments pro!Josed co the attached draft agendas for the three 

strands. r The draft agenda for Strand One issues is tabled by the British 

Government J!one.1 

0 Fol lowing rari fic:1t1on of the rules of procedure :.ind the agenda for the 

Opening .?lenary, the reconvened Plenary meeting would proceed to work through 

the remamcier of its agenda. beginning with the establishment of the Business 

Commmee. before moving on to consideration of the fntemational Body's 
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proposals on decomm1ssioning. 

10. We 3.lso take the view that, before rising for the summer break. the Plenary 

should consider any proposals on the agendas. if necessary in sub-comminee, and 

proceed to the adoption of the comprehensive agenda for the negotiations. 

11. Fallowing adoption of the comprehensive agenda, we would propose that the 

Opening Plenary should be adjourned until 9 September, and reconvene with 

opening statements. followed. not later than 16 September. by the launch of the 

negottations in the three str:mds in !)arallel with the establishment of the agreed 

machinery to c:my for.vard work on decommissioning. 
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PROPOSED AGENDA FOR RESUMED OPE~ING PLE:'URY 

:\do~mon of Agenaa for Opening Plenary 

Adopuon of Rules oi Procedures. 

Estaolishment oi Business Commmee. 

Cons1der:mon of International Body's proposals on decommissioning 

(a) Discussion oi Proposals: 

{b) Pamc:oams commicmenr ro work constructively co implement 3.ll aspects oi 

Report of lnte:-:uuonal Body: 

( c J Consicier:mon of mechanisms necessary to enable further progress to be made on 

deconumss1oning alongsicie negouauons in three strands. 

Discussion of comprenens1ve Agenda for negotiations. 

"· Adopnon of comprehensive Agenda. 

Opening Statements. 

3. Establishment of agreed machinery :o carry forward work on decommiss1omng: bunch of 

thr~e-strandea negouauons. 

•l Conctu.:img re:-n:irKs oy lndeoencienr Chairman. 
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PROPOSED AGE~DA FOR STRAND ONE ISSl'ES 

Discussion or· requirements for a new beginning :or re!auonships w1thm ?\orthem lrelano 

Considerauon oi possible pnnciples Jno cnteria for new arr.ingemems Y.llhtn l\orthem 

lrciand 

3. The question of insmuuonai ond other pracucal imphcauons of these oiscuss1ons. 

Topics likely to arise include: 

The consututional posnion oi :'.'Jorthem Ireland: 

The nJtw-e of inscinmonai arrangements for and w1thin Northern Ireland. wi-uch 

meet any agreed critena. including, narure ond extent or" powers eg legislauve. 

executive. administ.rauve: sm1ctw-es for exercising these powers: safeguards 10 

mamta.m cross-community confidence anci finnnc1al arrangeme:m: 

The e:ttent 10 wluch prese:it or proposed arrangements anract the assenc anci 

support or" botn sides of the community anci ensure equ1ry or rre:mnect: 

Rel:monships with other insmuuons eg Westmmster Pariiament. :in:: new 

\lortivSouth reb.llonships. anv new Intergovernmental arrangeme:m Jnci the 

European i..:nion: 

Consideranon of arrangements for the protecuon or" rights: 

:aw il!lO oraer maners. 

This list 1s :101 comprehensive ano other issues may emerge in d1scuss1on . 

.! Report to Plcnarv 
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PROPOSED AGE:'IDA FOR STRAND TWO lSSuES 

D1scuss1on of rcqwrements for J new beg1nmng for rela11onsh1os wuhm the 1sinna oi 

[re land. including fundamental aspects of the proolem· underh ing rc:ll111es: .denmv: 

alleg1ancc: consutuuonal. 

Common interests (mclud1n~ maners such as economic co-operntion anci developmenL 

secumy co-operation and law eniorcemcn1 co-operauon, and themes. 

3 The questton of insunmonal arrange:nenrs and any 01her prncucai impiica11ons 10 meet 

agreed requirements (including principles to govern any such arrangements) . 

.: Relat1onsn1p of such n:w 1nsurunonal arrangements co other structures • eg: UK 

Government and Parliamen1: Irish Government :ind Parliamen1: rormem Ireland 

structures; Irish-CK intergovernmental stn1crures: the European L.:nion . 

. 'vleasurcs for the guarantee :mci protecuon of rights. 

"· Consequenrill measures needed to implemenL support and underwme such ;iew 

strucrures. 

R.e;:ort 10 P !eniry 
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PROPOSED AGENDA FOR STRAND THREE ISSUES 

Opcnm~ presenr;mons by the two Governments 

Establishment of necessary mechanisms to provide a mc:arungful role: for the political 

pa.mes in respect of Strand Three issues. 

:; Exarninauon of the c:i.uses of the conflict in Northern Ireland. its impact and 1ts 

imptic:mons for the two Governments. 

4. Principles and cnteria which should underpin new arrangements. including requirements 

to acknowledge a:1ci n:cogmse the rights of the two ma.JOT traditions that exist in Ireland. 

5. The ouesuon of instin:uonal arrangements and provisions of any new agreement or 

structure. 

,:,. ...\rr:lngements neecied to im!)lemenL support and underwrite any new agreement or 

st.ruemrc. 

, Consututional issues. 

C 01;s1derauon oi arrangements for the protection oi rights . 

. -\.rran~ements for:.',:: :i.pi:roval and 1mplementallon of a comprehensive agreement. 

10. Re;:,on to Plenary. 




