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Attention Newsdesk

Embargoed until 11 am Wednesday July 24th
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“The fotlowing is the text of Mr McGuinness's remarks at this mornings press conference.

Thank: yoa for all caming bere today. My purpose in coming bere is o brief you on recent

events, their impact and the current dire state of the political sitation.

‘Despita the years of intensive efforts to build &n effective peace process we are now facing &
decp crisis. This results from British bad faith, their avoidance of substantive negotiations and
the erection of new pre~conditions during the ope and 2 half years of an [RA cessation, led
 directly to the collpse of the pesce process eardier this year.

m.mdmm;&mmmdsmmhmdvﬂmm&

threar of greater vilence by wnionists; the obviously partisan bebavioar of the RUC and the

gmwmgﬁﬁdemcufamuﬂnyinﬁntfm;ﬂxczmpaigndmmdamdminﬂmdaﬁm
against Catholics; and the abscnce of any evidence or seuse of equality apd parity of esteem for
al] Gitizens, have collectively killed the peace process. Its ruins stand &s a tragic testimony 1o the
failure of the Britith government and unjomist political leaders to see beyond the oamow
gectarian parameters of their own self-intecest.
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Of_OODIse.t'hcloadbmcewasalwzysgoingtobedifﬁc;dLﬁskyanddange:ws.Atin
hmft,confhctrwoluﬁon wherever it is tied is about resolving deep-rooted coutroversial
Lms.Conﬂict resalution is about replacing confrontation with dialogue; inoquality with
equality; injustice with justice, replacing violencs with peace. "

Sm&%agmdfdmwpgmmﬁmmwﬁmmdmmduinmd |
boaest negotiations tackling all of the substantive issocs.
Deqimﬁ;swewnonnowﬁrxcﬁfﬁaﬂucstopamtysens.

What is now wgently needed is action; a new initiative for peace, led by both governments,

which #pplies itself to the task of building a real peace process with the core objective of
mdnngamgomdsaﬁmwbdwmd&wlmnmmhdmd. :

‘We noed that new initiative for peace now. To suceeed, where recent efforts bave failed, this
pow injtiative must be firmly based o the lessons of the international expericoce. It omost be an
indlesive process based on equality, with no preconditions, with all relevant issues on the
agenda; and with nothing agreed until everything is agreed. There must be no vetos and no -

e m determine or exclude any outoome. Cleady it also requires 2 time~{rame to inject :

the necessary dynamic for progress.

©

de;&y;ihthasgmewmfugcmzﬁomhn failed all of us. The only relisble guarantee

for our fature rests in baving the political will to pursae 2n agenda for change through -

democratic negotiations.
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@ Constitorional and poitica
®  Demdlitxrisation
(©  Democraticrights

Bﬁn@ﬂgpﬁmhhdapdwﬂlnotwmwdwimoulchﬁﬁshGovmm The ball is well

snd truly with John Major if a proper peace process is to be buuilt and is to work. Jotm Major
alsokmwsapeaceprmmqunu&nn&n‘smcpaum.

Tthnnsthvunmmlsbmldbethngto&mFunSmF&ntmmmmmm
has & right to be involved in negotiations.

A this critical point in Anglo-lrish affairs it is time Jobn Major put aside his own party pofitical
interests and did the right thing by the Irish people. He can do so by upambignonsly
demoustrating his preparedness 1 take real risks for peace. The first pecessary siep is ©
engags i & good faith process of substantive and inclusive negotiations.






