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Rules of Procedure: Sw:nmary of Key Provisions in Disagrttment (21 July 1996) 

This paper sets forth proposals made by several parties on key provisions of the Rules 
of Procedure which remain in disagrcemenL Several other paragraphs contamed in 
the previous document (Composite Draft Rules of Procedure, 3 July) remain in 
disagreement. The fact that they arc not included in this paper dOC5 cot imply 
agreement. Rather. the purpose ofth1s paper is to focus attcouon ort what are believed 
to be the key provisions on which agreement bas cot yet been reached. 

Legend: Proposed additions: Propesea emissieB:9 

SDLP 
(SDLP l) These rules oi 
procedu.,: are adopted for the 
51.lostallOVC all-party 
ncgoo3tions and can on! be 
amended by agreemem. in 
accordance with the decision
~ p:-ocess outlined in 
p:ira grapils 23 through 2 s. f n 
the evmc of any confiict oi 
intapm:itioo arising between 
the fo II owing rules of procetlure 
and the Ground Rules Document 
(Cm_ 3232) the relevant 
Chairman shall t.lke the Ground 
Rules Document to be the 
authoritanve text. 

I.ill' 
(UK ) The oe-gotiatioos to 
"'hicb these ruks of procedure 
n:fcr il!ld whose conduct they 
are uitcodcd to govern are. a.s 
provided for by Section 2(1) of 
the Northern Ireland (Encry to 
Negotiations. etc) Act I 996. 1M 
P1egoa111toB1 refe~Ei 10 RI 
Ce!Dll!&fllii Pei,er .,2;:i fGf-ewui 
R\il@s fer Swll~!eeli:i;e All PeAy 
>leg01ialieA11 i,Yeli9helii &111 ! e 
."'41Al 1999. 

(UK.IA) The~ 
proc«ding, aod outCOD!e of 
these negotiations is exciu.sively 
a matter for those involved in 
the oegoti.uioos. These rules oi 
procedure m: adopted for that 
p1JlllOSe as the single ,et of rules 
of procedure for the conduct of 
the negoriatioos. These rules 
can only be amended by 
agrnmem. in accordance with 
the decision-making process 
outlined in par:igraphs 23 
through 28, following ciiscus,ioo 
io the Busr.ness Committee. 

I DUP :i.cd Other ?3l'ties 
{DU. I) The oegotiations to 
which these: !\lies of p:-ocec!m: 
refer and wbosc cooauc: they = intmd.ed to govan :re those 
rc!e:nd to tn Sect1on 2{1) of:he 
Nortbe:m Irel:i.cd (Encry to 
Negotwion, etc) Act 1996 
(hercafu:r re~ to as ti:e 
''Act·. 

(DU.J) Comm.and P:ipe:-3:.3: 
save in so far as it identities the 
negotiations to wh.i ch ct:esc ru C3 

ofprocaiure will apply 
(pangniph !) and the 
re,qwrcme:it:s with which tl: e 
respective negotia.tioos tc:ims 

must CClllply in order to 
participatt (paragraphs 8 md 9) 
sball lllve no force or biodmg 
effect t.1)011 the negotiations nor 
shall it offt:r any l.imit:l.rion.s 
upon it as a body dettr:nin.ing its 
own rules oi procedure for the 
conduct of the oegotiarioos J.Dd 
the extent of their subject 
matter. 
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SDLP UUP DUP and Other .Partie, -
( l SA) All pill'ticipm~ in the (ISA) All plr1lcrpa.a13 1n the (ISA) All panicipaots in the 
nc2on:itions will negotiate in ncgotiadoru will neionare 111 negooauons wtll negooate m 
good f:ailh. saiowsly addrcs all good faith. senously address all good wth. seriously addr= all 
aspects of the nueed agenda. aspects of the 3.19'Ced a.geoda. aspectS of the agreed agenda. 
and make every effort 10 reach a :ind ~c every effo11 to n:ach a a.od make every effort to rc:ich a 
comprehensive agreement comprdlensivc a~ement comprehClSivc agreement. 
They wtll maintain They will mainr;lin They will mamtain 
confidentiality on all aspects of confidendalicy on all aspects of confidentiality oo all upcca of 
the negotfadons except wberc the negotiation, except where the negotiations ~cept where 
they rnay frorn time to time they rnay from nme 10 time they may from time to time 
agm: 10 publicity. agree to publicity. agree to publicity. For the 

dn~tlou of the process, 
Independeul Cbainoen will 
not be expected lo m:1ke aoy 
public comment relevaut to 
the taJkt UDless requested lo 
do so by the participants. 

( I 5) The negonations in the (15) The negotiations in the The DUP propose that 
various formats. committees and various formats. committees and paragraph 15 be deleted. 
sub-<:ommittecs. will be on the sub-<:omminees. will be on the 
basis of a comprchcnsi ve agenda basis of a comprehensive agmda British and Irish Govem:nent3: 
for the negotiations as a whole. for the ncgotiatiOll5 a.s a whole. The negotianons in the vanous 
adopted by agrttmeot in the adopted by agreement by tbe formars. committc:e:5 and sub• 
opening plenary, as it relates to reln'llat participaou in the committees, will be oo the bas!S 
the pmticipanu' area of opening plenary, 116 ii ffillCN 18 of a comprehensive agenda for 
competence. To ensure a !Be !'&Ri,ip11Bi9' llfN 8 f the negotiations as a whole, 
meaniniflll and ioch11ive ,ell'!'fEe~. Participants may, adopted by agreement in the 
proccs, of acgotutloos, I.his by agrffment, develop or refine opening plenary, as it relates to 
ageDda will be sucll u to allow the comprehensive agenda. the participants' area of 
ucb particip:uit to r.wc aay competence. Without prejudice 
signific:.mt mae of concern to to aay panicip.!llt' s negotiating 
them aad for tbat woe to be position, that agenda will be 
Cully addressed in the such as to enable each 
nsgoti:ltions without their participant to raise aey 
ability to do so being subject signi1ic.un issue of concern to 
to auy veto of aay other party them and to receive a fair 
to the aegutiatioaa., and bearing for those concerns 
'!Vitboat prejudice 10 tbe without their ability to do so 
position or HY partlcipaat oa being subject to the veto oi any 
tbe issue ill quadoo or, other othe:r party in the negotiations. 
tbao by agreemeat of the Participants may, by agre=c:it. 
partic:ipanll, to the outcorue of develop or refine the 
tbe uegotiatioas. Particip:mts coo,prebensi~ agenda. 
may, by :igreement. develop or 
refine the compmicnsiYe NIWC: 
agenda. The acgotiation.1 in the v.uious 

fonnats, committees and sub-
colDillinees 1'ill be oo the b.isis 
of the comprehensive age!'lds :·o~ 
the negotiations as a whoie. 
adopted by agre=mt l!l the 
Opening Pleoa.ry, as it relatc::; to 
their area of competence. They 
may, by agreement, develop or 
n:line it. 
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UDP· 
Partit1panu wiU ocgonate in the 
vmous fonn.us, camminees :ind 
sub-cominiaees. on the ba.sis of 
the comprcbcm1ve agenda for 
the ncaotiation.s as a whole. 
adopted by agn-emeiu in the 
Opening Plenary, a.sit relateS to 
their area of competence. Thal 
agenda wilL by agreement. 
include au the ,iguwcaa1 
i11m1 wb.ic:h the p1rticip:int., 
coiuidcr ~IIVlUII llDd which 
will, therefore, Ii.ave to be 
addressed in 1he ,earch for 
agTetment. Participants m:iy. 
by agreement. develop or renne 
it 

SDLP UUP DUP and Other Peroes 
(17 A) Any p:irticip:lllt m c!lc ( I 7 A) Any participant in the 
format m question will be free to format in question will be free to 
rahc any aspect of the three raise any aspect of the three 
relationships. including relationships. including 
coostiani om.I is.stle3 and any constitution.al i= and any 
other matter which it considers other matter which it considers 
relevant. Toe procedures and relevant The procedures aod 
outcome of the negotiations will subst:ince [ or proceedings and 
be exclusively a matter for the oulCQ'me] of the neiotiations 
relevant participants. No will be e:cclusively a matt£!' for 
outt:ome is either pmietr:rmined the relevant participants. No 
or excluded in advance or outeome is either pre-
Umucd by anything other rhan determined or excluded in 
the need for agreement advance or limited by anything 
P:irticipation in oegotiati005 is other tbllO the need for 
..,.ilhout prejudice co any a~ent. Participation in 
participants' commitment to the negotiations is without prejudice 
achievement by exclusively to any participant's commitment 
peaceful means of its prefemd to the achievC1I1eot by 
options. It is common ground exclusively peaceful mcaiu of 
thltt :my agreement. if it is to its prefemd optiOll5. It is 
command widespread support. common ground that any 
will need to give adequate ~e:nt. if it is to command 
expression to the tot:i.lity of all widespreud support will need to ··~ -
three relatiomhips. give adequate expression 10 the 

totaliry of all three relarionshios. 
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SDLP UUP DUP and Other Puties 
(UK-am.ended OR.17) 1f; dunng (OR.17) U: dllruli the (DU.2) Th• rearm or dcleg■tu 
the ~liations. a formal llCiotiations. a formal partidpadag ill such 
rcpt'C3enta.tiou is made that a representation is made thaz a acgotiatiom shaJJ be lhose 
participant is no longer enndcd parttcipant is no longer eootlcd wbo from time 10 ti.me comply 
10 panicipan: in lhe negooations to particip~b!! iR wie lltielialieas wtth the rcqainmcnts of 
on the grounds that they have on lhe grounds that they have Sttdon 1(3) of the Act, as 
demonstrably dishonoured the dc:moo.s=bly dishonoun:d the dcfilled in paragraphs 8 aod 9 
principles of democracy and noo principles of democracy and non of Comma.ad Pa~r 3232. 
violence. the Indepcndeot violence. by tor ex.ample, 
Ch.airmen will refer this resorting to force or 
representariou to the two lhreatening to ose force lo 
Govemmc:ots for their influr.nce the courn or the 
consideration and, haVUlg due outcome of the acgotiatiom, 
regard to the views of the or !2iling ltJ oppose the dl'orts 
participants. appropnatc action. of others 10 do so, the 

lndepcndeo1 Chairmai will refer 
this representation to the Briti.'!h 
Government for their 
consideration, aod having due 
regard to the views of the 
oarticio:mts. aooroonate actioo. 
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