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From: John McKervill

Political Affairs Division
8 July 1996
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TALKS: FRATERNAL FALLING-OUT

Further to my earlier minute of today, Malachi Curran telephoned me

to say that the Labour Co-ordinating Committee had issued a press

release today announcing the establishment of a "Labour Federation"

with the aim of rebuilding Labour politics in Northern Ireland. The

release stated that the initiative has been spearheaded by the

Labour Co-ordinating Committee, "the organisation behind the recent

Labour election campaign.

2o Mr Curran refutes this last claim saying that Labour’s

campaign was organised by a number of different separate groupings.

He reads this latest announcement as Mark Langhammer et al moving

away from the Labour group at the talks.

3. In the meantime he is compiling for the Secretary of State a
briefing paper which details the history of the formation of Labour

so that the Secretary of State’s determination of Mark Langhammer’s

position as "nominating representative" can be fully informed. He
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merely wanted me to pass on to the Secretary of State the

information that this package was being compiled. He also informed

me that there will be a meeting of the Labour Coalition Steering

Committee tomorrow evening to try to remove Langhammer from the

position of ’'nominating representative’.
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