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Mr Legge — B

RELAYING INFORMATION ON PUNISHMENT BEATINGS 
TO SENATOR MITCHELL

The Minister was grateful for your notes of 2 
and 4 July 1996 and

has also seen Mr Thomas'’s notes of 
2 and 4 July.

28 gir John feels, against the background of the s
ixth Mitchell

at there is clear merit in providing 
information to

principle, th le of the continuing

genator Mitchell and his colleag
ues O the sca

'punishment’ pbeatings. Indeed, given the marked upward trend of

such incidents in June (as highlighted in your
 note of B ey, e

is perhaps even more important that they ar
e kept informed of

developments in this a
rea.

31 The aim of such briefing is not to seek to
 affect the

impartiality of Senator Mitchell, merely to inf
orm him of the extent

of the continuing

information attached to Mr Legge'’s minute is cl
early not evidential

therefore, on its own, provide a sound b
asis for the

exclusion of a particular party from the tal
ks (paragraph 2 of your

note of 4 July refers). It is the Minister’s political judgement

that factual information of this sort should b
e provided and that we

would be remiss in not do
ing soO.

problem. The status of authority of the

and would not,
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4. The Minister has noted Mr Thomas’s suggestion that this issue

should be resolved at a Ministerial meeting but does not feel that

it is necessary to do this. As the Secretary of State has already

supported the proposal to inform Senator Mitchell and his colleagues

of such incidents, Sir John is still firmly of the opinion that we

should press on with this. The Minister is content, therefore, with

the suggested line of action proposed by you in your note of 2 July

and wishes you to proceed accordingly.

(SIGNED)

Paul Wilkinson

PS/Sir John Wheeler
OAB Ext 6498

4 July 1996
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