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BILATERAL WITH THE TAOISEACH

You and copy addresses will have seen John Holmes'’ letter to me of

24 June reporting on bilaterals between the Prime Minister and the

Taoiseach in the margins of the Florence European Council, together

with my reply of today’s date.

288 You will note that I have drawn attention to the sensitivity

of the passage dealing with the elements of a possible settlement.

The Secretary of State and Michael Ancram are particularly concerned

that no hint should emerge which might (indeed almost certainly

would be) be presented by unionists as a covert attempt to stitch up

a deal behind their backs. I should therefore be grateful if those

who have received this correspondence should treat it with great

care.

3. Oon the point of substance, it would be helpful, in due

course, to have your comments on the points raised by the Taoiseach
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about the nature of a

some of the work that

identify the elements

settlement. However,

final settlement. We may be able to draw on

was done in the aftermath of ’‘Frameworks’ to

that would need to be covered in any overall

the impression I get is that the Taoiseach is

looking for something rather less specific which deals with the

'psychology of the situation’, to coin a phrase.

Signed

MARTIN HOWARD

Private Secretary
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