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e constalls ~HeloctioChuel m,aqu/umj.

l By Calln O'Carrol

I!:'fE:MLme.Rmv has criticlsed the
Police Authority method of selecting a
new chief constable as *unusual for a
bodyof this sart” and sald the authority
had & blg crediblfity problem and
needed retorm.
Alllance Party Jegal affairs spokestman

Steve McBride safd: “In most bodles of
this sort the appolntment js a matter {or
the full board.”
Only nine members of the authority -

fewer than hall the total - conducted
yesterday's nterviews.

“For example ['ve been Involved in the

—

selectlon of the chief execullve (or
Bellast city councll and It's the full
relevant w;ol;mluee I@hor;:edw&n that
context. Is a very y.

“1 think that's the normal way these
things are done rather than drawing a
particular panel. because the Police

Authority has a difficultyat the best of
times In ensurng that It s
representative. and If you reduce the

numbers Involved In the selectlon
procedure then there clearly are
potentlal difficultles.”

Mr McBride cald that a ballot of the
whole authority would be a better

method.

“It would seem to be reasonable in an
appolntment of this Importance that the

full body would have been Invojved in
the selectlon procedure. f

“Obvioutly nine drawn from 3 laurger
body which already has some problems

satisfying people that fy Is a (ully

representativa body, It seems a very
odd wayof golng about doing(t.

“{ would say that the Police Authority
has had a lot of criticism over the years,

it's had a lot of difficulties this year —
they've beeq (n terrible dificutles,

“There must be a question mark about

thefuturerole and how best some such
body can perform that role.
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*{tIs a bady which frankly at this stage

probably has relatively limited public

credibllity.

*We have cansistently sald that there

needs to he changes mad::."pmicularly
In cthe direction greater

accountabllity.”

Mr McBride sald that this could then

lead to greater acceptabllity.

*That baslcally has to be part of the

exercise. 7

“The Police Authority Is seen by many

members of the public as being a not

very effective body and there s 2 need

for a body which provides an effective

measure of public accountability for the

palice and it's not clear that the Pofice

Authority in Its present constituted
form Is carrying out that role to the

satlsfaction of many members of the

publlc.

*50 there'sa fair amount that has to be
done there.”
Tom Campbell of Famlilles Against

{ntimidation and Terror, said that his

organisation would try to work with
whoever was selected as the new top

police officer.

*| suppose the miessage from Fait is

that we'll walt and see who the new

chlef eonstable s to be and we'll want Lo

work with those who are committed to
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upholdingthe law.

“It's been a concern of ours that

violence and Intimidation has been

Incressing and the authority of the

police certalnly had some damage

caused as a result of the activities of

Drumcree.

“At the end of the day there may need
to be a more accountable system (or

governing the police.

“The Pollce Authority do what they

can, but clearly that's the system In

operation - we would have our own

views on the future of policing and we
are at the present time consldering a

paper an that.”
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