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From: A J Whysall

Constitutional and Political Division

Talks: (0171 210) 0234
Fax: (0171 210) 0229
Talks: (01232) 522287

Date: 16 September, 1996

cc MrLeach (B&L)

Mrs Evans, HOLAB

Mr Steele

Mr Watkins

Mr Hill B&L)

Mr Lavery

Mrs McNally

PS/Secretary of State

(B&L)(pers)

MR CARTER, HOLAB (FAX)

TALKS: STATEMENT BY REV WILLIAM MCCREA

1 1 attach a statement by the Rev Wm. McCrea MP. By way of background, Mr

McCrea appeared on a public platform in support of Billy Wright, who had

been threatened with ‘summary justice’ by the Combined Loyalist Milrtary

Command if he did not leave Northern Ireland. In view of Mr Wright’s

antecedents (he was reputedly the leader of a terrorist unit, and has made

comments in defence of terrorist killings), the Alliance Party has alleged in the

multi-party talks that Mr McCrea’s support amounted to a breach of the

Mitchell principles (with which, since last week, you will be very familiar). You

will see that Mr McCrea now threatens that if the Alliance Party persists with

its allegations he will sue them.

I do not see that any action arises immediately for the NIO. But it would 
be

23

interesting to know whether the talks attract any degree of privilege in the law

of defamation (none is of course specifically conferred by statute); and whether,

if an action were to proceed, our records of the talks might be 
liable to

discovery (potentially a worrying state of affairs).
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e the following sistement regarding various publiwfions
of me inthe last few days-| wish to mak

and comments made in res

ited my solicitors regarding an artice in the Sund
ay World,

1996, and the remarks contained the
rein. The Sunday

i appmpriate apoiogy angd to p3y
is recsived legal proceedings will

|

: { have also consultedBilly Hutchinson in the UTVTM arpoint® programme proadcast on the

! 12th of September 4096 alleging that| have tried 10 have him killed-
1 ' } In sJ tar as the suggestion by the Aliiance Party thet my role in attending

g rally in Portadown constitutes 2 preach o
f the Mitchell principies is

ed, the Alliance Party are advised that no banners in support of
displayed on the piatform and that if they persist in making

appropriate legal proceedings wilt be issued ag
ainst' concem

the UVF were

: such ailegations
them also. ice | will make no further

' Finally, since these matt
e

statements Not answer any questions in respect of them-
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