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PS/Michael Ancram (B, L&T) - B

GOVERNMENT MEETING WITH ALLIANCE PARTY
Speaking notes were requested for Michael Ancram to draw upon during

a meeting with the Alliance Party.

28 The Minister may wish to have lines about the situation at

Drumcree, rebutting claims by David Trimble of the British and Irish

Governments interfering in RUC decision-making and reiterating the

Chief Constable’s independence.

Signed

WALTER R MYLES
SHA Extn 27037
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SPEAKING NOTES FOR MEETING WITH ALLIANCE PARTY

Events at Drumcree

& All operational decisions regarding the policing of parades in

Northern Ireland are for the Chief Constable of the RUC to

make. In deciding to re-route the parade in portadown on 7

July the Chief Constable made a professional and impartial
quite properly, on his

judgement about the parade based,
assessment of public order considerations.

o The Government supported fully the Chief Constable in this

decision and in the subsequent decision to allow a limited
rvaghy Road. The Chief

parade to proceed along the Ga
hat there was no political,

Constable has already made clear t
interference with either decision and I am happy to reiterate
ish Government exert political

that at no time did the Brit

pressure of any kind on the Chief Constable.

S Claims that the Irish Government, through Maryfield, have

input into the decisions made by the Cchief Constable are

entirely without foundation.
er Government in

interference from eilth
Chief Constable who alone is responsible for operational

There is no political
the independence of the

decisions.

s convinced that the search for true and
cal stability is through democratic
raged all strands of political opinion
Sinulltif par ty ttalks“process. EERS

yone be excluded and all those who
uld

S This Government remain

lasting peace and politi

politics. We have encou

to become involved in th

not our intention that an

espouse the principles of democracy and non-violence sho

ticipate fully in the negotiations.
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