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INSIDE POLITICS: SATURDAY

The political talks resumed this week amid acrimon
The DU cJaimed that booause the Joyalist groups had failed Lo
ilitary threat sgainst pBilly Wright and Alec Kery they had breachedrepicsentatives.

condcn 4 para

the Mitchell Principles gnd therafore
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over the presence of the loyalist

forfeited their places at the discussion teble.

The two Governments didn’t 568 it (it way however and dismissed the DUP
proposal. The arguments took up mogt of the busincss durivg the weck but while

futwe of the process the Jrish Pritme
thcre was pessimism amoug somo sbout the

Minister Joln Bruton, who was i Wagbington, was maling optisnistic noises, saying
ho believed there was & clear jpierest in peacc 8MONE people in Northen Jreland.
Well the talks will resume At Stonu

expectod 1o alicge Unionists breached the Mitchell Princi
¥'m joiued now by the Alliauce Farty feader Dr John

surrounding Drameree-

Alderdice, who from next month will be Lord Alderdice. J d
this compfaint agRinst (he DUP eud the Ulster

you peteisting in putting foyward

Unionists?

John Aldcrdice

walt, first of all, we raised this matter, the wholc matter of Dr

ont next week. IS fien that the Alliance Perty is
jples bocause of cvents

ohm Alderdice, why 8rc

camc from it, immediately after it bappencd and at that stage it was not clear
what the procedures werc for foNlowing it through.

We met with the British and Jrish Governments AD
but when the new rules were sgrecd Senator

We were pursuing the mstter,

There were gome inquirics.

d with Senator Mitchell.

Mitchell asked us if we would instead of pursuimg it under the previous
pncorlain srrangements if we would undertake to

rules and procedures and we sajd
you psk why w

principle.

thing out of order. Uniopists,

out of order on

republicans to do thesc things, A3

order for Unionists and of course

Government’s ruling in vespeet of the loyalists is this:
great deal, are the Governments going to rule that

reach of the Mitchell Principles jn which case the Upionists
recommit themselves to democracy nnder the rule ofPrinciples actually mean &

Drumcree was 8 b

must come jnto Jine and

jaw. Or was Drumcree not a breach of the M

the par¢ of republi

sauce for the goose is sAUCE for the gander

follow it through the pew

we were perfectly hapiry to do that, Now,

e're doing it. Well, first of all, this is an enormous matter of
Northern Ircland was brought to its knees, itg economy was

wrecked, the reputation of the policc was hadly dama i
politics was dragged in the gutter.

then that the Mitchell Principles were established precisely to rut
of courge, saw the Mitchell Principlcs.as ruling it

a very gcrious matter, but further
¢ that sort ofThat's

cans, but a§ far a8 I'm concerned what's
and if it is to be out of order for

indeed it should be, then it ghould be out of
the important question DOWy aftcr the

do the Mitchell

itchell Principles, in which case,

quisc feankly, it's hard to sec how you can breach the Mitehell Principles and
¢hat will have very importané iplications, 1 would have thought, for Sinn Fein
and the republican movement. -

umerce and what*
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Jim Douga]
What gre they?

&hn Alderdice
cll, clearly a¢ Present, if 

. -
it the Politics L if there are those within Sinn Fein who want to come

: Process they have ¢, have a censefire gnd secondly, sign gp

for, And abide the MitchellPrinciples, Now, if it is the case thnt'nrurncrccthen one hag ¢ ask what on earq);
St 

inciples. If the Unionists arc not drawn

estio 

: 

: 
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And sy “ovgy 
q 

W, then I think Sinp Fein could legitimatoly look st it

You during the wee that becauge

10 move the Process forwa;g o 
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I (o other eresifProceed with jt? 
ik

You like thag You should not

John Alderdice

d publicity

and there pre others who dop’¢ want to sddrgy it, They*d rather blur these

matters over,

Jim Dougal
Do they?

John Alderdice
Well, § think ¢hat 8t tivacs the two Governments are more cager ¢o sec things

moving forward thag they are to stick with certain fundamenta] rules.

Jim Dougal

T8 it true then that the Govemiments didn’t want, the two Govemmems, didn
You to go shead with,jt9 ’t want

John Alderdice

between the Ulseor Unionists and the SDLP would be wonderful.tremendous step forward and it certainly would be of great assisus and it is the key axig, let’s be very clear about it, but if that sall that is built from it is not baged on the rule of law and a conf;

It would be »
tance to al] of
not baged, and

dence that gy
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of us will be subjcet to the rule of Iaw, a)f of us will have to tell the truth in

these matters, all of us will have to abide by the principle of the rule of Iaw,

then the whole thing will be unsustainable and will fall to pieces. We are the

gunrdians at present of democracy and the rule of law.

Jim Dougal

Can 1 just go back to tlie poiot I was trying to make 10 you aud that is did the Brtish

Govemnmenrt ask you not to do this?

John Aldcrdice

Well, it was clear fo ug, let e put it in this way, it was clear to us that the two

Governments were focusing their minds on moving things forward with SDLP

and the Ulster Unionists. We were at no stage told that this was something

that we couldn’t do or anything of that kind, because that was clearly not the

case. The people were wanting to focus on other things. We also want fo see

those things moving forward, but you can’t just brush asidc the rule of law, the

wrecking of our cconomy, the damage to ¢he police and the profound political

polarisation that Drumcrec has brought sbout and we're not prepared (o

ignorc that matter,

Jim Dougal

But you say it was guite clear to you that the British Govemment didn’t want you to

do this?

John Alderdice

That’s not what T said. What I said was that the two Governmentk quite

clearly in our judgement wanted to focus on other issues.

Jim Dougal

Bui aren’t they in a way sight. I mean with the expericnce of what Tiappened with

the conaplaint against the loyalist parties isn’t the same thing, the same regult goiug

to come ffom your complaint and isu’t it going to be a wastc of time?

John Alderdice

Oh, well, if the result comes it will not be a waste of tinie, it will be highly

significant as a precedent, because if it is the case that what bappcned over

Drumecree is not ruled to be & breach of the Mitchell Principles, then I think

people will say tn themsclves “what do you have to do to breach ehese Mitchell

Pcinciples”? If it is the case that almost anything goes and there i5 no breach

of the Mitchell Principles, then of course I think that would be s very poweriul

fndicator to the republican movement of what they necd to do and what they

don’t nced to do in order to come into talks.

Jimn Dougal

You want the Ulstcr Unionists and the DUP to be found guilty if you Jike of a breach

of the Mitchell Principles over Drumcree, do you?
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FROM

erdice 
1 i ciples,

.:;:1:pAoi‘i!tion j5 this. We beligve there was 3 breach of the :"";‘h:gfl::y“l il; i
We beficve that there was a breach of the Mitchell Prineiples tythatx S

The Governments have ruled differently And we have fo accep e

no right of appeal on these matters. However, it docs seom Lo 15 o
mattcrs are not & broach of the Mitchell Principles then peoplc mus ffl e

wonder what theso Principles actaally do mean and how far you have to g

breach them.

Jim Dougal

But aren’t they holding up propross? 1 mean people accept that we had & very bad
summer and a lof of them just want to movo on from it?

John Alderdice

But you can’t just move on from it, I'm afraid. Wc hiave had a bad sumnter,

the polarisation is worsc than it has ever been. ) warned people before

Drumcree of the disaster that was going to come and 1 think proved a!;nolutely

right. Our cconomy has been wrecked. You can’t simply turn (o business

peoplc who were going to invest here and arcn’t now, to tourists who were :

going tn come and aren’t now, to the communitics that sre riven apart npd RAY >,

“oh, fricnds, let’s just forget about it”, We've got a long road of rebuilding

and as for things being held up, the truth of it is this, The business of the
Allegations made apainst the loyalists didn?t hold up the qucstion of the Ulster

Unionists and the SDLP meeting. Otherwise, you wouldn't be talking so much

about it. The fact is if people want to moct these formal matters can continuc

on without any obstruction. If of course pcople want to play games about it

and if you look at what goes on in the Forum, for example, and you sec the

way the Unionists behave there, you must wonder sometimcs whether people

are more interested in playiug games than making progress. Then of course

they eould use the excusc of this, but no, this fs not something that will hold
thinge up. This ie something that will sct it on a proper footing. We all know

cxactly where we stand, jncluding thosc who are currently outside the talks,

Jim Dougal

You havc moiitioned the Forunv. JHow long are you going 1o stay there?

Joln Alderdice

We will be available for that Forum at any tite when it s prepared to do
proper busincss. What we are not prepared to do is being audience to q
pantomime show and at any time when serious businces is being donc, we will
be there to contribute to that business sud to make it what §t was meant to be,
8 place where politicinns could begin to move things forward together in
Northern Ircland where they coald work with the people, where the people
could have a voice, but the way the Unionists are using and abusing it at the
moment is quite appalling. J think many people who voted for the Unionists
would be quite shocked if they saw the vitriol and Abusg, the sheer childishnessat times of some of the behaviour that is there. We're not going to participate
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in that, but we are continoally ready to participate in constructive components

of the Forum if and when they are there,

Jim Dougal

I'm joined now by the Icader of the UDP, GaryMchcbael Gary McMichacl, arc

you happy with the way tlie complaint against your panly and the Progressive

Unionists was regolved?

Gary McMichael

Well I am pleased that it is resolved. Our position Iias been that we weren’t

chajlenging the right of the DUP to bring forward allegations in light of the

recent circumstances which we think that is important that if people have

something to say that they sny it and if they have accusations to make that they

make them and if thosc who are ncewsed have an opportunity to defend

themselves. We have done that and we have done so successfully and we knew

we would do. So I'm happy that that’s out of the way. Unfortunately we do

have a potential repeat from a different quarter on Monday and Tucsday of

next week hut again that too we're happy to go abead, because it’s important

that if the Alliance Party are aggrieved or feel that there are matters of

principle at ktake, as John Alderdice has said, that they are aircd and that tho
DUF and the UUP have an opportunity to defend themselves again. 3

Jim Dougal

Do you believe that the DUP and the UUP broke the Mitchell Principles at

Drumcree?

Gary McMichagl

Well, you know, I think there are question marks in people’s minds, but at the

EAme time, you know, I’m quite confident that the UUP and thc DUP will put

up convincing arguments in thoir defenice and I think we'll have to wait and

se¢ what the Governments, sand in particular where the prime responsibility s

on the British Government to decide how ours should be progressed, but I’d

have o0 say that I would anticipate that the UDP will be arguing that the
Unionist Party and the DUY should not be excluded from negotiations.

Jim Dougal

What’s your reaction 1o the eugges(:ou, particularly from the DUP, last weck that

what happened and the result of their compleint, if you like, hag set a precedent for

the inclosjon in tho talks of Sinn Fein without & ceasefire?

Gary McMichael

Well, Jim, I mean I think ¢hat the DUP and the UK Unijonists have been

deliberately misleading the public on this matter. I think it’s important that it

should be put to bed. There is no comparison botween the decision takca and

the reasons behind the decision taken on the allegations madc against the UDP

and those which pertain to the position of tlic IRA and of Sinn Fein. Wc do

not sct A precedent for the IRA or Sing Fein coming into the process and we

are firmly opposed to Sinn Fein being included in negotiations without An IRA

ceascfire. There are a number of points that have to be considered. The

S8l
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. relationshiployalist ceasefire is intact, it remaing in force. Scum(fl)’;7z":o that between the
between the UDP and the CLMCis in no way campa:; ik to themselves,
IRA and Stnn Fein. When Sirm Fein talk to the JRA they

Jim Dougg)

They obviously would deny that of conrsc?

Gary McMichaelWc'l’lyof course the dogs in the strect know the score on ¢hat, but mo;timportantly, and this {s the most important fact, the inclusion “"‘_i the ehconditions for tlic inclusion of Sinn Fein in ncgotiations is dfa{t with in the LEntry to Negotiations Act 1996, the basis upon which negotiations arc fol’mc‘ .There can not be any inclusion of Sinn Fvin without an IRA censefire. That iswritten into law and J think that the DUY ere being dcliberntely migchicvouson this point.

Jim Dougal

process of the Joyalis paramilitaries?

Gary McMichacl 

&
No, 1 don’t believe that that js the case, While of course J oppose all forms of
violence and threats, the viojence, if onc looks at the individus) matter

Jim Douga]
/;. lot ;fPeople would be quite aghast thag disciplinary action includes a deag);

fhreat!

Gary McMichag
Well Imean 1 am totally opposed ¢o violence and ¢jp threat of violence and ]
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Jim Dougal

What do you thiuk js the position, the status if you like, of that deatl threat now?

Gary McMichsel

J have no indication. The decision’s tnken on that matter by the CILMC. 1

liave no input or no influencc upon that. The door in that respect is Iargely

closed nithough we will be continuing to usc whatever influcnce we do have to

sce that there is no violence.

Jim Dougal

And ju {act that your influence 10 ensure that it isn"t carried out?

Gary McMichacl

Well certainly our opposition to the violence would be in question if we were to

take any othcr position.

Jim Dougal

I'm joined now by Monica McWillisms of the Women’s Coslition. Monica

McWilliagns, you party has descried the Forum as being in part, at Jeast sectarian.

What do you mean by that?

Monica McWilliams

Well what we mean by that is that individual members last weck on the issuc

of boycotting, made some very sectarisn comments and that’s of great concern

to us because that Forum was get up to promote dialogue and understanding

and consensus across the communitics in Northern Ireland and from where

we're sitting it"s doing quite theopposite.

Jim Dougsal

What’s it doing?

Monica McWilliams

It’s heightening tensions, it’s calling on people to increasc the boycotts, it's

putting out warnings to people about what they will do and it’s extremcly

sectarian in the way that jt’s runniog its business by allowing those kinds of

comments to stand and in fact if anyone gets the records of procecdings and

looks over not just Iast week but the werk before the recess they would actaally

be quite shocked and horrificd at some of the things tltat are being spid.

Jim Dougal 3

Who do you blawe for all this?

Monica McWilliams'

Well, J think that this Forum jsn’t working in the way that it was meant tv be.

The terms of reference for the Forum which is in the Jegislation clearly

stipulated that it wag meant to promote dialogue and understandiog. There

Iiave been a lot of tensions, the SDLP bave left, Sinn Fein ncver came in and

thc small parties there, onc of which sre oursclves, are beginning to belicve

that we're propping up a Forum that hasn’t turned out to be a civic Foruni. It
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¢ along, volunterywhA§ meant to be actually something wherc people wouxl:i‘::: thieir vicws to
groups, community groups, trade unions, b"s'm:l“ "t liko the commitecstheir eJected politicians and 1 have to sy that we don romote dialogue andthat have been set up, one in Agricnlture, N?v;v it m;y pmern Ireland but I'd' undcrstanding across the {wo main communities in ' Offl ation and therc’s
have sonte doubts sbout that, There’s Health, there slkducsumd Pl 4/

parates, and I would have Jiked to have secn the public con e e ot
extent about what they would have Jiked us to Iwave discugse

other way round.

Jim Dougal ; y
Are you blaming the Unionists for this?

Monica McWillinms 7
V'm bismiog the way that they have set up their committees. They have
dominated thosc committeos, they have put four from cach par ‘)'-,f" om theUnionist Party and from the DUP and it gives the rest of us very little gny nd
decisions are really taken without congulting the rost or without listening to
other people.

Jim Dougal

But can you really blaine the Unionists entirely for this bocsuge if the SDLP hadn’t 26Tefl there would at lenst have been a cross-cotmunity argumont and debate?

That could very well be the cage, I mean I'ns not going (o srgue the SDLP’scase. 1 think that they felt that it also Wagn
them to sy that. AllIcan sy is now we are left in this Forum and before theyleft it also has to be said that some of the discussions that were going on theredidn’t promote dinlogue and understanding and I think right gow in thesbsence of any nationalists fu the Torum 1 think the Unionists are left talking(o themnsclves,

]

1Monica McWilliams 
f

*t meeting its remit, but that's up to

Jbn Dougal

And what do

about thig?

you think needs to happen? T mean what can be done in your terms

Monica McWilliams

Well, the Secrctary of State j5
mects ity terms of refercnce a
knaw, there was g great deb

20ingto biave fo make n ruling on whether i
nd indoed whether hi¢ agrees the rules, As you
A2 over one of the rules which he took ¢C same

would have settled down and snid: “OK, we accept it should never have been 
¥

8 procedural rule, it was the DUP Wwho put that rule in, and Iet sleeping dopslie.” Instead of that they turned it into » motion aud this is now ay ongoing 
{

sore and in fact ng a result of the stand we have taken a very brave stand 1
have to say. Jt was one of our women left in the Forum by Lersclf who was the
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only person to votc against that. The Allisnce didn’t bother coming in and 1
think that just heightens jt, it’s symbolic of the tensions that we’re facing-

Jim Dougnl

Very bricly, iow long can you stay there?

Monica McWilliams

Well, we're going to stay there until the Sceretary of State males his decision

and thea we'll review our position.


