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GARVAGHY ROAD MARCH
STATEMENT BY CARDINAL CAHAL B. DALY

" 11 July 1996

Today has been a black day in the bistory of Northern Ireland. The decision to
allow through, or rather to force through, the Orange parade along the Carvaghy
Road in defiance of the feelings of the residents was & bed decislon, 2 mistaken
decision, a wrong decision. It was a disastrous declsion. The consequences o
confidence in the rule of law can be alamitous- The State has been seen to
capitulate before lawless vivlence and the twst of viclencs. I cannot see how tha
decision can be Justified on security grounds or on grownds of balance of security
rigks.

Mhaﬁdswadfuﬁmhuﬂmﬂh&duhmmmtmow
Road residents were "set up”. They feel betrayed. It would be hard for them to
feel otherwise. There is even a perception that the efforts of the Ciurch Leaders
were part of a process of deception. This is not true.

I have to state categorically that the Church Leaders acted throughout in complete
good faith and in totsl integrity. We worked without ceasing through two days and
aights to seek a solution to the Drumcree March impasse. I had a lengthy meeting
with the Garvaghy Road Residents Group on Wednesday night. I found them
responsible and reasonable people, suxious anly for a wlution which would be just
and equitable and peaceful. The Garvaghy Road Community which they represent
is 8 hurt community. They have painful memories of baving last year made a
generous concession in the interests of peace, only to find their cancession greeted
with displays of Orange and unionist trjumphslism. They tried very hard over the
following tweive months to find a reasonsble eclytion for this year's march through
dislogue &nd by sgreement with the Orange Order. Their repeated requests for
mﬁnplndfcd!domjwmm. Now they feel even more humiliated and
:hu-:‘y;d. 'l'heyhavebemmtedlhnd'ully- They do not deserve to be treated
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