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STATEMENT: 15 JULY 1996

with permission, Madam Speaker, I will make a statement about the
events of the past 10 days in Northern Ireland.

Throughout this period massive and completely unacceptable civil
Qicorder has occurred, on both sides of the community, totelly

wrengaul in character and uniust in its conseguences £OX alt 1cs
victims.

Iy the course of this period two men have tragically lost tneirl

Lives.

vre RUC_have been stretched to the limit of tneir ability o
meintain order and preserve life.

violent manifestations of sectarian antagonism have occurred.

rmeimidation, including intimidation of RUC officers and thelr
¢amilies, has been rife. The Killyhevlip Hotel at Enniskiller Dpae

been gravely damaged by a bomb, with mapy peop.e shocked and injurxed.

Bll thigc represents, without doubt, the worst set-back for many
yzers: a retumn rowards what so many people I Northern Ireland,
and fer beyond, Lad prayed was over for good. This has been a black
period for Northern Ireland, with deep Zeaxs and anxieties generated
or al) sides. Trust and confidence have suffered greatly-

<n this statement I will examine briefly with the House what has
Lappened, and what the way forward from here now should be.

At the outset, however, I wish to say three thinge.

rirst, 1 warmly commend, as I think the whole Fouse will, the
maintenance by the Loyalist paramilitary orgenisations of thei
ceasefire. It is of critical importance that this should be
sustained. ;
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secondly, if the people of Northern {reland are to be helped to move

beck from the abyse, and move forwaxd =0 » better suture, then 512

of us who claim a right %o speak on thesc ratiers muat seekx O be

objective and fair. To seize 20 what is no more than & partisa

pexception, and to proclaim it a% 21 establighed truth without
axsnination, is immensely dangercus end:damagisq.

Lastly, 1 want to say that the scene, grove thouch it undoubtedly
is, does have a crucially positive element.

we have in place a democratic process of political talks, for which

s largs majority of the eiectorate has voted. 1 shall rstuzo to
this, and to its paramount importance.

sir Hugh Anaesley, the Chisf Constable,

ye‘=c:day gave an e’ttQ"G;".Ve
interview to the BEC.

He deecribed the beckg-ound to thege events,
and the events themselves.

-nterview in the library.
wets out the facts.

I have placed a t.ranscript of that
I commend it strongly to rthe House. It

Jnprececented cf

forts had been made by the Government, by Church
Lcoders,

by the RUT, and by others, to secure an accomeodation

at
Portadown.

The Chicf Constable makes it <lear that ever since Jsnuary he
personally, and his Deputy Chief Constakie ¥- Flannigan, had Lried
with both sides at Portadown to negotiate a COompxomise.

I pay special tributc to tke entirely indepcndent afforts ot che
~hurch Leaders, who strove for two days azd Two uigbts to brinyg the

1Lwo £ides toycther, cadly without achieving SucCcess.

The Chief Constadble 1z required by Jaw o corrider the likzlibovd of
serious disordor if a notified marzh proceecs.
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ve nag to make an operational, professional snd impartial Jjudgement.

That Judgement, under our clearly established constitutional
arrangements, is for him alone.

o) Thursday 6 July the Chief Constable had duly decided to corderx

tant the return stage of the Orange Order parace at Portadown, t5

take place the following day, should be re-routed away Irc
Garvaghy Read.

m She

7 Lawful order wae accordingly made to that cffect. That decigion

was made because he anticipated ser
~imited to Portadown protesters,
march went ahead.

ioue organiced disorder, not

if the intended return stage of the
A counter march planned dy tae Garvaghy 2oad
-asidents also had restrictions placed vpon it. though,
avent, it did not take place.

pasche

=

v wish to make it clear that

in taking that oparational decigicn 2t
£hat time

and in those circumstances the Chies Constable had,

2nd
retaine, the full support of the Government.

cver the next four days there occurred scrious disorder botlh at
Crumcree and in many other parts of the Frov:ince.
end reprehensible intentlon to over-s

to maintain public order.

There was a C
trecch the capacity of the RUC

at Drumcree itself the Chief Conmstable nas s2id, in hi

3 oW
language, that the most insidious, despica

ble and disgusting threats
<o higs officers in the front line wexe nade .

their wives or families would be got at.
fiercely engaged.

to the effect thst
Fl=ewhere the RUC were
There wae intimidatiecn of their families and

okher civiliane, with widespread blocking of roads and at®

acks vpon
oroperty.



The RUC, with full support from the Army, did its duty with creat
resolution in responding te thig critical =it ~iomn.

At the request of the Chief Consteble, two further battallers were
srought into the Province in support of his For<e.

However, despite the sustained efforts to whiich I bave referrec, 1=

proved impossible for the two sidcc within the local community 2%
Drumcree to reach an agreement.

Or tne moxning of 11 July, after coneidering ¢ number of options,
and havxng awaited the outcome of the ongoing attempts at mediztion,
the Chief Constable decided that a limited parade down the Za2rva chy
zoad was the option most likely to prevept loes of life.

He has made clear that it was foreeeeable trat by the night of the
11 July some 60,000 to 70, 000 Orange March would be invited DY
1e Orange Order to comverge on Drumcrce. And 2n attempt nhed

already been made to get through the fence.

1n that event he foresaw that they would overxun the wire,

the police and the military to withdraw and to attempt to protect
the Garvaghy Road Estate.

Qbiigling

tie concluded that there would be serious risk of liv
‘neluding on the Carvaghy Estate, aad he
in any circumstances have "traded one

as being lost,
has said that he wovld neot

1ife for the Garvaghy Reed"

a that decision also tne Chiefl Conataeblo

hae =ha full spuprort of
zhe Covernment.

We also share his regret at what the Chief
Congtable has described es "an outrageous

' attempt by one side To
impose their will om the other by the sheer

wzight of feorc
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~ecoaqnise, of course, that the nationallst community, or nany of
vhem; are bitterly critical of this decision. B2ut it was tzaken very

much with the safcty of the Garvaghy Road reeifents in mind.

I an in no doubt, however, that under the circurstances, >t

waz the
right one.

The violence which followed, in many nationalist arzeas

was no more justified or acceptablc than that formented by

loyalists
earlier in the week.

. = £y
Once again, the Security Forces came uncer 1ntense attack, fror

gun
fire as well as petrol bombs and other missiles.

™e police have responded proporticnately and with great couxace

and
professionalism to these attacks.
The police investigation into the bomb a-tack 27 the killykeviin
Hotel is now underway.
waile it is too early to say which corganisation was responsible, it
seemg clear that preparations for this attack began well before the
events of Drumcree.

These events surrounding Drumcree, and those surrounding the march
on the Lower Ormeau Road in Bel€fast on the 12 July, have underscoz=d
the potential destabilising effect of controversial paradec. There
are no immediately obvious answers. "My Rt Hon Friend the Minister
of State the Member for westminster North

neeking to halp the avoidance of conflict
3eason,

has over many momntchs been

in this year’s Ma
As I said in the House lagt week I now have in mird a
Jeneral review that will make recommenda-ions about the better
menagement of future controversial

rching
o

parades.

I therefore confirm today that the

Goverpment intends to
review based on eviderce which any

interested party will »
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supmit. 1 eavisage that the review would examine the curren
MY .

: 5 s SN » Trelend.
srrangements for handling paraces and marches 10 Northern 1re..¢

S ) e Sneluds the
+ ghall announce latex further details of the review including

nane-of the Chairman and detailed terms of reference.

Recept events are powever but a symptom of the much deeper diVi?l°33
which plague Northern Ireland. We must, along with all pOlitilenf
cotmitted te a peaceful golution, continue to poek to overconme zhose .
Thie can only be done in a Talks ProceEes in which all these 15SU€S
cen be addressed, and which is committed to gecuring an agreed
suvtcome which respects the aspiretions and principles of both pextcs
of the community. I referred carlier to the democratic grocecs of
ralks which is in place. It _is now more imperative than ever

it. beging to address -ne substantive lssues that lie at the heax
«ae divisions which have had such terrible conseqguences. L 4nt
plLeased that this process continues tomOrIOwW.

Tor cur part the Government is fully committed to the Talke
of each of the parties involved over the coming days to hear th

views of the way forward, and to emphasiee OuUX commitment =o the
Talks process.

process. 1 and the Prime Minister will be meeting with the ilcaders
e

- small also he making azrangements in consulitation with the

Goveroment to meet them in an Intergovernmentsl Conference to

discuss the mutual Security interests between cur twWo countries

-6 demonstrate the reasons hehind the decioione taken last week. ¥we

intend on this basis “o rebut very firmly quitc anjustified and
anwarranted criticism which has been made oI the Government 2nd of
the RUC. In particular my purpose will be in the presence ot Eha
Chief Conmstable to rebut any suggestion of political interfercpee o
his operational decisions.
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wedem Speaker, ALl those who wish to lead Northern lreland -owards a
nore peaceful future, and they certainly include the Government,

must now work together to re-establish trust and dialogue.

None of us can accept a return to the violence of the last 23

years. All of us have s respomsibility. to <o what we can <o aveid
thot, and to demomstrate beyond all doubt thet it is truly possible
¢ £ind political -and peaceful means of resolving Northern rreland’s

That is the challenge thet confronts ug 20%W.

profound problems .




