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We are gathered here at this point of time, a crucial moment in

the history of our country, a moment of great challenge to all
It is a time for

political parties and both Goveriments.
ect

reflection and indeed for our party it this conference to refl
It is something

on our past polices, attitudes and a::hievements.
We have never boasted

-hat we have not been inclined to do.
about our success or achievements k.t perhaps it is both timely

and appropriate at this point of time as we seek to lead all
siections of our people and to persuide certain other parties to
come down a totally non-violent roai, a road of total dialogue,
¢ road to lasting peace and stabilicy, to reflect on the basic
rrinciples and attitudes that have governed our philosophy and

our strategy for peace and stability over the years since our
foundation. We can demonstrate th: total con'Siitbncy of our
approach and the real persistence o! our efforts.

/
For us Ireland has always been its p=ople. It has never been a

piece of earth, We have challenged und rejected the territorial

mentality that has shaped the deflnition of patriotism and

nationalism in this country for so long. Without its people

Irreland is but a jungle and the piecu of earth called Ireland is

already united. It is the people of Ireland who are divided and

they cannot be brought together by ary form of force or coercion

but only by agreement. Victories as e not solutions in divided

sccieties. Our philosophy has been and will always be a total

ccmmitment to non-violent peaceful methods of resolving our

dirference. Indeed our philosophy o' non-violence is best



summoned up in the words of one of my great heroces of the 20th

Century, whom I have quoted often, Martin Luther King:~

"violence as a way of achieving just .ce is both impractical and

inmoral. It is impractical because it is a descending spiral

ending in destruction for all. The «1ld law of an eye for an eye

leaves everybody blind. It is imuoral because it seeks to

humiliate the opponent rather than win his understanding; it

seeks to annihilate rather than convert. vViolence is immoral

because it thrives on hatred rathe- than love. It destroys

community and makes brotherhood impussible. It leaves society

in monologue rather than dialogue. Violence ends by defeating

i-self. It creates bitterness in the survivors and brutality in

the destroyers'.

Au we agreed at the/new Ireland Forum, the problem of our divided

people can be summoned up as follous. There are two sets of

legitimate rights - the rights of tle Unionist people to their

identity and their ethos and the righ:s of the nationalist people

to the same. The challenge of agreement is to accommodate both,

a challenge that will require new thinking on ail sides, a

chalenge that cannot be pursued by violence. The logic of

prromoting such agreement {s that «11 resources and energies

should be devoted to that objective. That means in practice, as

wi: in the SDLP put forward in 197 that the two governments
should abandon the megaphone diplomacy that had characterised
their relationships since 1920 and work together to promote

ajreement. Indeed on 15 April 1981 tie SDLP publisHed a document
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calling for an Anglo-Irish Inter-Governmental Council backed up
by an Anglo-irish secretariat and o parligmentary /& o~
Those three proposals became the basis of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement in 1985, the first major step in the pcace process.
Indeed to reassure the Unionist tradition that agreement
reiterated that there could be no :hange on the constitutional
position of Northern Ireland withou: the consent of the majority
of its people. It also made clear, proposed by the SDLP, that
if a majority did give its consent to change that the British
Government would legislate for it. That statement led directly
to the serjous public debate between SDLP and Sinn F2in which led
directly to the direct dialogue betwecen the two parties in 1988.
As<i—pointed out at the time, this declaration by the British
Government was a declaration of its neutrality on the question
¢f Irish unity, that it had no seliish interests of its own in
remaining in Irelgnd, that the futu:e of Northern Ireland was a
ratter for its own people and that i{hat declaration removed the
traditional reasons given by Irish republicans for the use of
physical force. The dialogue between delegations of the SDLP and
Sinn Fein did not succeed in reachin; agreement but we agreed to
cerry on the debate in public and i: private. This led to the
direct dialogue between Gerry Adams and myself.
Tiie objective of that dialogue as we ;epeatedly stated was a
total end to violence followed by all party talks with both
Governments whose objective was acreement among our divided
people that would earn the allegiarce of all traditions - a

process that offered no threat to tl e rights of any section of
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our people. 1In the course of that ‘ialogue I proposed a joint
declaration by both Governments Ihat would lead to those
objectives. I presented the firsi draft to Gerry Adams in
October 1991. After many exchanges hetween us, in consultation
with the Irish Governments of Charles Haughey and Albert Reynolds
a fina; draft was agreed in June 1993 and presented to the
British Government by Albert Reynolils. Indeed throughout the
dialogue I had kept the British Government fully informed. I
would also reiterate that at no stige in the process were we
threatening the rights of the Unicrist people. The objective
remained an end to violence followed by all party agreement and
indeed in the only joint statement issued by Gerry Adams, Albert
Reynolds and myself it made clear thit our problem could not be
solved without the participation and agreement of the Unionist
people. Indeed that is underlined by the principles in the text
of the first docugent which I presunted in October 1991, the
principles of which remained throughout the process.

“2im:- A joinﬁ declaration by botlh British and Irish Prime
Ministers.

1 Leaving the past aside and regret.ing the pain and suffering

caused by past fallures to settle the relationships of the

people of both islands satisfactoiily.

2 Recognising that the implementaticn of the Single Market and
the coming into being of Eurcpear Union with the effective
removal of all borders fundamentally changes the nature of
British\Irish relationships. Furtier recognising that future

cevelopments which leave both par:s of Ireland as the only

LRV W

\



&

wm

6

AW U AN

part of the new Europe with no land links with the other
regions, will intensify the comion ground between both parts
of Ireland and intensify the need for maximum co-operation to

achieve maximum benefit from Eu-opean Union.

Regret, however, that there remiins a serious legacy of past
relationships - a deeply divide:l people on the island of

Ireland. This is a major concerr of both governnents and both
deeply regret that these are the last remaining such divisions

in the new European order.

Both governments recognise that these divisions can only end

with the agreement of the people¢ North and Soutn in Ireland.

Both governments therefore comm.t themselves to using the
maximum resourges to create the atmosphere in which such
agreement is made easier. Both governmenfs find it
unacceptable that these are the last remaining divisions in
a Europe that has already énded many more deep and bitter
quarrels., They will, therefore. promote intensive co-
operation at all levels in order to strengthen the process of
agreenment.

The British Government reiterate et again that they no longer
have any selfish politicai or strategic interest in remaining
in Ireland. Their sole interest & to see peace und agreement
among the people who inhabit the island and will devote all

their available resources to tha: end.

A
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For its part the Irish Government recognises that the

traditional objective of Irish nctionalism = the exercise of

self-determination by the people of Ireland as a whole =

cannot be achieved without the ajreement of the people of

Northern Ireland. It would, the-efore, commit itself to

working for institutions of government North and south which

would respect the diversity of the people of Ireland but allow

them to work their substantial common ground together in

order to build the necessary trust for an agreed future.

In order to pursue that strategy the Irish Governmeat would set

up a permanent Irish convention in wrder to plan and implement

tre steps and policies required to pbreak down the barriers which

divide the people of Ireland and which prevent the exercise of

agreed self-determination. If the British Covernment refuse the

jeint declaration,” the Irish Governmant would procead to set up
the Convention with the additional objective of planning and

jiplementing the policies required to persuade the British

Government to adopt our stratagy anc objectives.

Mombership of the Convention would consist of elected
representatives of all parties in Ireland who share the objective

0! a united self-determined Ireland".

ALl of this led eventually to the Downing Street Declaration
which led to the IRA ceasefire and s:bsequently to the loyalist

coasefire,
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Tragically and unfortunately the second stage of the peace
process, the all party talks did 1ot take place as soon as we
expected. TIndeed after eighteen months they had not commenced
and the IRA ceasefire broke down leading to the loss of mnore
innocent human lives. Historians will judge the reasons for the
delay by the British Government in starting the all party talks
but it is my own strong convietior that had they started soon
after the ceasefire that we would have lasting peace by now.
fowever, there is no point in daveloping argument on that
subiject. Let history 3judge it but let all of us with
responsibility do all in our power t: have the ceasefire restored
and have the current talks take place in a totally peaceful
utmsgbhere with all parties, inclucing Sinn Fein, involved. I
believe that Prime Minister John Ma:or wants to see that happen,
that he wants to achieve lasting peace in our country and that
t.is government can achieve it by eiterating in the clearest
possible terms the nature, objectives and timeframe of the talks
together with confidence building me:asures that car improve the

at:mosphere at the talks themselves.

Let me also say to the IRA that, in spite of any distrust that
they may have, the 18 months ceaseflre transformed the mood of
the people of Ireland North and South, strengthened rassively the
will for peace and created massivae Eﬁternationa; good will
particularly in Europe and the Urited States which can be
translated into real economic benef ts for all sec:ions of our

p:ople. I ask the IRA to renew the r ceasefire and create the

clrcunstancgs where all the energ:ces of all our peopla are

~
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devoted to building a new Ireland Lased on respect for both of

cur traditions.

In doing so we will be strengthening the international good will
towards our country. We will also be recognising the reality
that 1996 is neither 1690 nor 1916. We are today in a post-
nitionalist Europe. Because of the t.echnological, transport and
tzlecommunications revolution, we &¢re living today\ln a much
swaller world. Ireland is cioser t France and other European
countries today than Derry was to K.rry one hundred years ago.
We are in a post nation state Europe. We cannot liva apart. We

have to shape our evolving relationsiips in the Singjle Europe.

Europe has been a central preoccupation of our party since its
fcundation. It will continue to be so. We are not an inward
lcoking party, nor are the people we ra2present. Our pro-European
ccnmitment is beyond doubt and recognised to be so by our
colleagues in the rest of Europe. Our commitment toc Europe and
to the continued development and evolution of European Union is
notivated by the inspiring example of the peoples of Europe over
the last 50 years, If the traditionai enmities which led to the
slaughter of millions of people in twec world wars in this century
alone can be removed by peaceful co-operation and 1espect fér
dive:sity then surely we can dc the same in Ire:and. The
knowledge that peace and prosperity a:re possible, that they are
nol: utopian {llusions, that we do not have to imprison ourselves
in past conflicts and hatreds are puwerful incentives in our

search for peace and political agreewment. Thanks to European

- ALl
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Union we know it can be dore. Our ruture is what we make it, not

what the past dictates.

We have never boasted about, or gloried in our successes as a
political party. Perhaps we should have done more cver the years
t:o point out the extent of our achi:vements, as testimony to the

fact that the political process can be made to work, 1f you care

enough, and put enough effort into it.

Nowhere is this more true than in the European framework. As I
have said the SDLP has always been ian enthusiastically European
party. We were the only major party in Northern Ireland to
uc€1§e1y campaign for membership of the European Union and
through our membership of the socialist Group - the largest
political family in Europe - we haive been able To deliver a

caries of initiatiyes and prograrmes which benefit every citizen

¢ Northern Ireland.

our membership of the Socialist Group in the European Parliament
and indeed of the Party of European Soclalists right across
Europe in which we are directly link:d to all our sister parties
ir every European society gives us enurmous influence at European
l:zvel for the people of Northern Ircland. Indeed as leader of
ycur party in recent years I have bien invited to be the guest
s;seaker at the Annual Confererce of Lhe Spanish Soc’‘alist Party
byv Felipe Gonzalez who was then P M ¢ £ Spain and by —he powerful
German Social Democrat Party. The leader of the Dutch Labour

Party Wim Kok now P M of Holland invi:ed me to speak during their
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election campaign in Holland and Jorje Sampaio invited me as his
personal quest to his inauguration as President of Portugal,
Above all, in the European Parliamert the Socialist Group is by
fur the largest and we have 217 menbers. Our leader Pauline
Green is with us today and T am deliyhted to be able to express
my public appreciation to her with all you members today for
assuring that all the Socialist vote: in the European Parliament
made sure that there was no reduction in our péace and
reconciliation programme. Similarly in the European Commission
we have many members of our sociallst family as was Jacques
Delors who came to me when the ceasef:.res were declared and asked
how he could help and I suggested &n economic programme. He
acreed immediately. In addition the Commissioner for Regional
Pclicy Monika Wulf-Mathies takes a great interest in our region
and has been a regular visitor. Reglonal pglicy is one of our
main sources of European funding in reaids, harLours, alrports and
inward investment. ’Monika is a member of our German sister party

the Social Denocrats.

At present, district partnerships in c¢very district council area
are allocating grants té local enterprises and initiatives from
the Peace and Reconciliation Fund The Northern Ireland
Partnership Board, and a number of vo'.untary agencies, are also
distributing part of this funding. Many of our courcillors in
this conference hall, are involved in “hat work. Two Fundred and
forwy million pounds in total will be #llocated over a three year
period. That money was delivered through the good off:ces of our

friend and colleague, Jacques Delors - a member of the European

10
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es of Eiropean initiatives over the

<t is the latest in a seri
It may be worth recalling

years in which we can take some price.

some of those initiatives.

our unrelenting campaign in Europ® to have the Less Favoured
tended played a major pari in pringing it about, and

thousands of farmers.

Lreas ex

zxtending increased resources to

[t was our initiative which led to the first and second ADP

srogrammes for the Less Favoured Areas - again bringing over a

hundred million pbunds in extra resources to the Less Favoured

Areas.

tt was our initiative, leading t: the Martin Report, which

brought £63 million pounds for housi.ng in Belfast.

our initiative was central to the egablishment in Dublin, of the
fluropean Bureau of Lesser Spoken Linguages. (The Martin Report
which laid down a blueprint for an .ntegrated rural development
programme, and the Haagerup Report which placed the political

affairs of Northern Ireland on the Eiropean Agenda, vJere also the

rasult of our initiative).

11
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The political process can work and e can make it work in the
European context above all, because of the vast reservoir of

sympathy and concern for our predicament which exists among our

European neighbours,

That sympathy and concern is not confined to our European

partners. In the United sStates ard throughout the world -~

especially in the countries of the I:ish diaspora ~ there is an

enormous willingness to help us overcome the difficulties which
presently beset us. We should be concentrating all of our
efforts on tapping that reservoir of good will and support, to
help us make progress, politically ari economically. And as we

know from our recent experience during the ceasefire Feace on our

streets will help us enormously,

There must be an end to all violence not only for the iives which
would be taken and not only for the advancement of negotiations -
there must be an end to all violence 50 that we can secure the
lifa, and the livelihood, of everyone .iving here -bi-ead on the

table, a job to go to, a place in col.eéb, nedical care,

Let me give you just two figures to thow how much wa are held
back by violence. In 1995 tourism from the South to the North
increased by 67% and exports from the iorth to the South by 45%,
When you reflect on the human reality behind these figures, the
nights spent in Northern hotels, rc¢staurants and bars, the
conversations, the friendships struck up, the exposiure of the

North’s business people to the reality of the modern 2conomy of

12
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the South you realise the potential not justfor erployment but

for reconciliation that has been pul at risk by the collapse of

the ceasefire.

In the twenty six years of {ts life the SDLP has ploughed a

cometimes lonely furrow in geeking to get priority for tackling
Morthern Ireland’s deep-seated problems of poverty, unemployment

end exclusion., We have a vision of the Ireland we want; an open,

outward-looking tolerant single {s.and economy with carefully
constructed linkages into the US and Europe, with high leyels of
education, employment and social so.ldarity. We have 2 method;
i< is practical and pragmatic; it is non-partisan and seeks

partnership both within Northern Ireland and throughout the

world.

with my fellow MEPs we have worked successfully to maintain
funding for the European Peace ahd Rczonciliation Package. I pay
t-ibute to their support, the support of Rory Quinn, the
Iresident of the Council of Ministers of Finance and of
commissioner Wulf-Mathies. In particular I welcome the
commitment of President Santer thal ‘the European Union will
support, with all the means at its ‘lisposal, the efforts of the

two governments to keep the peace process on track’.

Put let me say this. It should nover have been necessary to
defend and restore the funding. Th:t funding should never have
teen put at risk by inefficiency and bureaucratic delays here in

Pelfast. Government must support - not hamper and hinder - the

13
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superb work of reconciliation and ecnomic development which is
urder way by the social partners, voluntary and community groups,
ard by local partnerships, in which 3DLP councillors and party

menbers are playing an important rolw.

With my fellow Northern Ireland ME!'s we have worked hard to
resolve the biggest crisis - BSE = facing our most important
lccal sector - agriculture. Again I pay tribute to the support
we have received from Ivan Yates who is President of the
Agriculture Council. Let us be clear about the situation; there
is only one principle obstacle to the lifting of the ban on the

export of beef from Northern Irelend; that obstacle is the

British Government.

The BSE crisis, as my colleague Eddie McGrady pointed out in the
Westminster Parliament, is the greatest crisis facing our rural
cormmynities since the famine. There hius been a catastrophic drop
in farm incomes which is having severe repercussions éhtouqhout
our society, and not least in our small rural towns and villages.
It is the greatest economic crisis i1 the lifetime of everyone

in Northern Ireland.

The backlog of cattle on farms, as tley wait to go through the
cu..l system, is literally eating intc scarce farm resources and

exacerbating the already severe fil.anclal problers of many

farmers.

14




The downright unfairness of this situation i¢ keenly felt

throughout this community, and there has been an angry, but

united and reasoned response from the farmers’ representative

bodies, the 17 MPs and the three MEPS.
BSE is a problem which arose in Creat Britain and spread from

there to Northern Ireland, not leact because of the incompetence

of successive Tory administration:. The incidence of BSE in

Northern Ireland is only 1\10 of tke incidence in Creat Britain,
and yet we are the ones suffering most from tae EU ban on

axports. Britain exports only 20% of its beef precduct, whereas

we have been exporting 80%.

The united, in fact unanimous resp«nse of farmers, MPs and MEPs
has been to demand separate statu: for Northern Ireland beef.
In pursuit of that demand I have hazd, along with my colleagues,
a number of meetings with Commiss{oner Fischler and with the
President-in-0ffice of the EU Agriculture Council, Minister Ivan
Yates. Eddie McGrady participatcd in a meetiny with Prime
Minister Major on the issue, and latazr initiated a special debate
in the House of Commons. And our A¢riculture spokesperson Denis
Faughey has had a series of meetinys with Agriculiure Minister

2aroness Denton, and with the farmers’ representative bodies.

‘fhe consequence of this political . 'epresentation lLas been that
Commissioner Fischler is sympathetic to our case for special
status, the President of the Agriculture Council Las expressed

suapport for our case, but the UK governnent has retrused to make

15
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the request which is necessary under furopean Law.

The present situation is completely unacceptable. We have
produced, for this annual conference a policy document setting
out: a strateqy for recovery from the¢ BSE crisis, and we will

continue to work as hard as we can to have government adopt it.

There must be immediate measures to tpeed up the throughput of
animals in the over-30 month cull, so &s torreduce the pressure
on scarce farm resources, and to put at least some income into

farners’ accounts.

We nust continue to demand that compenzation rates are increased,
anédl that headage payments are topped up to make up sonme of! ithe
losises in farm incomes.

/
Meaures have to be taken urgently to deal with the desperate

problem of flagged holdings. We need to insist that flagging
attach to the herd and not to the hclding, and that a buy-out

scheme be introduced to enable farmers with flagged suckler herds

to rebuild their enterprises.

But we must not lose sight of the case for separate status. I
sircerely hope that the ‘certified her: scheme’ proposal becomes
a reality, in which case it will greatly ease <he export
situation since about 97% of our herds will qualifv. In any
event the accelerated cull agreed at ‘'lorence must gc ahead and

it can be completed in Northern Irelznd within a week. But in

16



the medium and long term we cannot afford that our agriculture
industry’s fortunes should be in th: hands of a government which
nas quite different agricultural irferests from ours, and which

nas shown such scant regard for ow farming community.

sartnership means working on joint practical projects North and
South. Europe, through the Inte:nal Market has created an
aconomic space on the island were e can grow togother instead
of apart, In almost every every sector - agriculture, business,
-ourism, energy, the main interests and groupings on both sides
of the border are calling for a mor: integrated, harmonised and

united approach ~ to marketing, t» planning, to taxation, to
regulation. This is an economic and political reality to which
all political parties will have to adjust. David Trimble’s
speech in Dublin last May to the Ins:itute of Directors on these
natters was disapgointing. He dismisses out-of-hand commonsense
and widely supported proposals su:h as the deveiopment of a
Belfast-Dublin economic corridor, a single agency to promote
t.ourism on the island and the pronotion of Northern Ireland’s

interests in Europe by both Irish and British Ministers.

yl2 think we have a better visior, which better serves the
interests of all people ot Northern Iggland. Partrership means
rno boycotts. Boycotts leave everyone worse-off; they are a

breeding ground for suspicion, sectarian hatred, and

jiatimidation.

17



»

Partnership means that we will continue to promote multi-party
investment missions, The SDLP will step up its commercial
diplomacy, exploiting its support within American politics and
business for the benefit éf all the pnople encouraging Corporate
Anerica to invest here. oOur Europc¢an and Americar activities
reinforce each other. America now se-s Ireland as its privileged

gate-way into Europe.

Ard we have been to the forefront ovel many years as a political
party in building spacial links with /.merica. \We have built very
special links with the Senate and Cingress where we have many
constructive and helpful friends and vhere the friends of Ireland
group was set up in contact with us. In 1977 in consultation
with ourselves in the SDLP the four hrrsemen as they were called
-~ Senators Kennedy and Moynihan, Speaksr Tip O0’Neill and Governor
Hugyh Kerry, persuaged President Carter on St Patrick’s Day to
issue the first Presidential statement on Northern Ireland
ca’ling on the two gover;ments to ict together and offering
economic assistance to back any agreement. In 1985 when the
Anglo-Irish Agreement was signed, Speaker Tip 0’Neill told me,
when I asked him, that they would keep their pronise and with the
support of Senate and Congress he set up the International Fund
for Ireland which to date has createc 27,000 jobs in the North
and the border counties. His success r Speaker Foley brought a
Congressional delegation to visit us in Northern TI.-eland and
maintained the International Fund. ‘n addition as /our party
leader I have met personally with ever:' American President since

Jimmy Carter and have had a series o: meetings with President

18



Clinton and his Vice President Al Gore. There itz no doubt, as

you know from his historic visit ‘o us, of President Clinton’s
comnitment to peace in our country and I have no cdoubt that all
the people of this island would join us today in sending him our
warmest conhgratulations on his re-2lection as President of the

United States.

The Irish diaspora in the United States can be a major factor in
our future. Over 40 million people in America have declared
their Irish roots érom both our traditions 2nd indeed have now
reached the top in politics, in thw professions and in business
aﬂgyindustry and because we live in a much smaller world today
we can harness their good will and sympathy to help us with the
real development of cur country. If we are fuly organised they
can give us powerful assistance in kth seeking inward investment
nnd marketing the¢ products of our small industry. Indeed we in
the SDLP have again been to the [orefront in beginning this
process. Seamus Mallon has been building special 1inks between
¥Mewry and Pittsburg. Eddie McGrady has been doing the same with
“hicago and Co Down, Joe Hendron wi.h Belfast and California and
myself with Derry and Boston. To .late we have taken 200 small
companies from all parts of Northerr Ireland to America to market
‘their products and create jobs, usi:g our political contacts and
friends in America to heip us. ‘o date we have achieved 42
illion dollars of orders and I hav: got inward investment into
Iry city creating 3,000 jobs in the past two years. If we can
create lasting peacte on our strests and organise ourselves

izhoroughly on a cross ccmmunity bisis to do the same thing I
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believe we can have very positive success and in the process

tulld the trust that will help us on the more difficult political

front.

We are at present facing the challenge in the more difficult
political front in the taiks prosess Tn these talks and not for
the first time others are perricinus. .y misrepresenting the SDLP.
We are getting fed up with the tn onist Parties and Unionist
Newspapers accusing the SDLP of hold:.ng up the Talks to get Sinn
Fein in. The SDLP have not held up ti e Talks and are not holding
them back. We have contirually »ronosed and never opposed the

ccmmencement of substantiva talks ir the three strands.

IT was not us who wasted time firs: trying to get rid of the
Independent Chairmen, then try:ng to jet rid of reasonable rules,
trying to get rid of some of the purties arourd the table or
trying to rewrite the International Body’s Report on
Duccmmissioning and the l:gislation jjoverning the necjotiations.

It is not our fixation witn decommissloning which has trans€ixed

the negotiating process.

We have never made any preconditiins for substaitive tolk=
be <ween other parties, the two governr ents and ourselses. Others

ar¢ pushing preconditions about Sinn Fein - not us.

We make no apology for working to.ards having a:l mandated
parties at the table cn the same hasis - commitrent to the

Mitchell Principles - in the contex. of a total c>issation of

20



violence. But trying to achieve th:t very valid objective would
not require or justify the SDLP using stalling tactics or

procedural diversions within the Taiks as presently constituted.

That is why we have not done so, Turning objectives into

preconditions is not good politics. Could our detractors please

note?

While what has been seen from the Talks has inspired confusion
and concern more than confidence, i‘. is important for members of
t:he SDLP to set things in perspective., We have all heard people
saying that we are wasting our time in the Talks, that they

should be wound up and a new process created.

Yes, time is being wasted, as I have pointed out. But is has not
bzen a waste of, our time or mindate to ensure that the
international Independent Chairmen irere not displaced. Neither
was it a waste of time or mandate t: protect rules to allow any
party to raise any issue inthe tiulks without veto by other
parties. It is not a waste of our ime or mandate currently to
work to prevent the erection of further obstacles to inclusive
talks in the context of a restored ceasefire. Nor 's it a waste
c? our time or mandate to try to fini a way through with others,
including unionists, the difficultiss and differenzes bound up

in the decommissioning issue.

You have received a copy of our presentation cn that issue and

can clearly see that we are not blind to any of the sensitivities
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or suspicions involved. We are not trying to avoid the issues,

we are trying to advance them on the rational terms suggested by

the International Body.

our efforts, and those of others al. the Talks, should not be

discounted. I have never believed that just\because something

ig QAifficult, it is futile.
suggested that we should stay away from these Talks, or that they

Thyse nationalists who have

should be collépsed to clear the way for some different process

need ’.o recognise that their approa:h would simply satisfy *ha

short term agenda of those unionist parties who want to see the

whole exercise diverted, subverted ur aborted.

The sort of tensions and frustrations which we face in these
talks will be inherent in any inclusive all-party process no
matter how much 2t is re-designed or reconstructed. Nobody
should be under any illusions aboui: that. That is why it is
inportant to use timeframes to help to concentrate minds and
create some incentive for meaningful advance. That coes not mean
that we make the whole process hostige to a calendar. I am not
advocating a political "sell by" c1r perhaps "settle by" date

after which the process is binned.

Businesses and other organisations use timeframes ir the context
¢? planning, developing and setting up. They are used in public
gvlicy management all the tiﬁe including the legislative procaess.
Fave we not heard a lot recently about the impcrtance of a

timetable fcr decommissioning legis: ation? From the¢ same people
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who express shock and outrage at the suggestion that an

indicative timeframe might be helplul to negotiations?

An unequivocal renewal of the IRA cirasefire would he an enormous
hoost to those negotiations becaure it would create a totally
peaceful atmosphere and all parties including Sinn Fein would at

last be around the table with both ¢ivernments for the first time
in our history.

The challenge that we all face is both enormous and historic.
It is a challenge for the first time in our history to reach
mQ;;ément among our divided people. It will not be easy and it
will require new thinking on boith sides but we should be
strengthened by the knowledge of the massive international good
will that will bg behind our efforks, a good will that can be

translated into economic benefits fcr all sections cf our people.

We should also be strengthened by the knowledge that whatever
form the agreement takes once our (uarrel is over and we begin
.0 work together in our common intcrests then the real healing
process will begin as we start to breask down the barriers of

clistrust.

Oat of that process over a generat:on or two new relationships
will evolve and a new Ireland will evolve. Its mecdel will, as
J have said often, probably be very different from any model

proposed in the past but it will be based on ajreement and
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respect for our differences. Central to that healing process

will be both sections of our community working togzther on the

economic front using our substantial contacts in Europe and

Aneica and providing hope for our yo.ng people. Let us face the

crallenge of this new Century that is approaching. Let us make

sare that it {s the first century witiout violence on our streets

and without emmigration of our young. Let us also, in our much

smaller world of today, harness the Irish diaspora of both our

traditions and we can become one of the most powerful peoples in

Let us leave it behind

the world. Our quarvrel is out of date.

Let us leave the past behind us. Let us all sit down

us.
together now in a totally peaceful atmosphere and face up to our

challenges of building a new future.
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