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PRIME MINISTER’S MEETING WITH MR TRIMBLE: 
POINTS TO MAKE

Glad to hear of recent progress in the talk
s. Believe the key to

progress is if you and the SDLP can contin
ue to work together to

find a way forward.

Note the warm support this has received in 
the press here. But I

I have seen the mischievous cri
ticism from

know this is not easy
 -

ause of sensible agreement
 on the

McCartney and the DUP simply
 bec

agenda.

How is the discussion on decommissioning go
ing? How do we get out

Gre LY

That is why weé will

dd to do so whileWe are not oing to sideline decommissionin S

enact the Bill, even though it mi
ght look pretty o

the IRA carries on letting off bombs. Take it I can look to you for

support during its pas
sage?

But with Sinn Fein slamming the door on the
mselves, weé do not want

decommissioning to be the stumbling bloc
k in the way of everyone

else carrying on without them. HOwW can we get over this?

rd by consensus - how have your discussions
We need to move for

wa
Have you found a way forward tog

ether yet?
with the SDLP got o

n?

rom our discussions, Wwe think we pushed the SDLP and the Irish
F

Government iust about as far as the will go on decommissioning.

They have produced their Bill and have pro
mised to publish it. But

there remains a wide gap between their pos
ition and the UUP’s. Can

you see any way of bridgi
ng this?

But although Irish and SDLP unlikely to shift
 on decommissioning, in

the wake of Lisburn 
they
Believe there is a growing consen

sus that Sinndo see the case for clearer condi
tions of

entry for Sinn Fein
.

Fein cannot declare a cease
fire and W

talks. Informally, the Irish Government talked of
 a delay of a few

the Americans have also talked
 of a delay.

alk immediately into the

weeks;
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Will clearer conditions of entry for Sinn Fein enabl
e you to move on

to the three strands, leaving decommissioning to be r
eturned to aLiE

ever Sinn Fein join? Believe the only way of selling clearer

conditions of entry is if other parties know it will lea
d into the

three strands.

We need the SDLP’s support in particular

Although it has littl

- how will Hume react?

e credibility, he remains convinced that a

ceasefire could be restored soon. He continues to say we could make

it happen by simply repeating reassurances in existin
g policy.

Until he is convinced a ceasefire will not happen, hard to
 persuade

him to support tougher conditions of entry.

In fact, I think the IRA has no intention of declaring a ceasefire

but if we are to get everyone to agree that we carry on withou
t Sinn

Fein - as we are determined to do - we have to get Hume on board.

How can we do that?
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