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Thank you for sending a copy of your minute of 8 July to Ms

Checksfield.

28 I feel that I must take some responsibility for the ugly

circumlocution to which you understandably take exception in

paragraph 4 of your minute. Ms Checksfield, as negotiator in chief,

may tell you the full history. But my understanding was that the

Irish objected, outright, to the phrase "the UK and the Republic 
of

Ireland". It struck me, when consulted, that "the UK and Ireland"

was arguably no less objectionable from our point of view - you

concede it could be argued against - in so far as the suspicious

Unionists to whom you rightly draw our attention might conclude that

'Ireland', and more particularly our part of it, was being excluded

from by contrast with the United Kingdom. Hence the inelegant, but

unquestionably accurate geographical expression in Ms Checksfield's

current draft. (Put differently, I do not believe the Irish side
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here would have any difficulty with the formulation you envisage an
d

for all the wrong reasons. Even though it is certainly by far the

most elegant on the table, and capable and defensible

being what both these countries (in our case in

formally call ourselves.

in terms of its

abbreviated form)

o So, before going for it, I at any rate would like to know

whether there is another hallowed way of dealing with
 these

contentious geo-political descriptions? A casual skim through some

of the key sacred texts is not conspicuously helpful - although the

formula to which you take exception is not too far away f
rom some of

the formulations in Article 2b of the Anglo-Irish Agreem
ent (not

entirely a coincidence; not perhaps entirely a recomm
endation

either). How about "within the jurisdictions of the British (or UK)

and Irish Governments"?

(%, Advice (as always) gratefully received.


