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You and NI colleagues will wish to be aware of where work on

the decommissioning legislation now stands, and our latest

thinking on how this might best be played into negotiations.

NORTHERN IRELAND ARMS DECOMMISSIONING BILL

Effective decommissioning will require complementary

~ arrangements in Northern Ireland and the Republic.

and Irish-officials have therefore been working closely
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”“"“+together in draw1ng up draft leglslatlon.
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however, we need to take decisions on the

We have been Keeping
Before then,

handling of the draft legislation.

open the option of enacting the decommissioning legislation

pefore the Recess, with the dual aim of avoiding a situation

where the absence of such legislation prevented, or was used

as an excuse for delaying, progress on decommissioning, and

of reassuring the Unionists and others of our determination

to make progress on this issue. I discussed the possibility

of early legislation with Tony Newton and other colleagues

some weeks ago, and work on the draft Bill has taken on

board a number of points made at that meeting.

In view of the changed political and security climate

following the Manchester bombing, however I am now firmly of

fffthe view that we should not attempt to push the Bill through

at this stage.g,In partlcular.
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here 1s no prospect in the short term of Sinn Fein

i? ng allowed back into the Talks process, and no

realistic p0851b111ty of early decomm1551on1ng by
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my sense of the mood of the House is that legislation

at this stage to provide an amnesty for

terrorist-related offences would not be well

received. This is compounded by the fact that time

is now very short for the Bill’s passage: Parliament,

especially the House of Lords, is likely to be

resistant to such a truncated timescale for a Bill of

this kind. ‘

- the Irish will not legislate before the Dail rises

for the summer. Without their legislation,

decommissioning in the Republic, where most PIRA

weapons are hidden, cannot proceed: nor can a

'cOmm1551on with the sort of role envisaged by

’,»umtc;e;} be established. The Irish may, however,

indlcatéfipubllcly their willingness to recall the
' Dail durlng the recess to enact the legislation if
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peing established to take forward the decommissioning

ijssue. The two draft Bills would be tabled under cover of ;

joint paper by the two Governments setting out their purpose

and explaining any differences between them: preparation of

this paper is in hand. This would give the sub-committee

something substantive to bite on at an early stage, and

would avoid accusations from the participants of inadequate

consultation. It would also demonstrate the serious intent

of both Governments to tackle decommissioning, while

allowing us to adjust our proposals if necessary in the

light of discussions on modalities in the sub-committee.

7shou1d be grateful for confirmation that you and NI


