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POSITION ON MARCHING IN NORTHERN IRELAND

You may like to be aware of the current situation on the re-routed Loyalist

march in Northern Ireland.

Basically there is a mainly peaceful standoff at present. Ronnie Flannagan

is present and is in discussion with Trimble, Smyth and Paisley, all of

whom are there. Trimble is being extremely unhelpful, saying more or less

that he and his followers will stay for as long as in necessary. Smyth in

contrast is trying to keep things calm.

There are about 800 peaceful marchers and 200 people gathered in the

town centre, some with paramilitary connections. It is this group which is

worrying the police most at present. The RUC and the army are there in

force and are confident they can contain any difficulties.

g ,;-‘There have been minor scuffles and one arrest. There are also unconfilmed
"ports of troublein other areas

nP;*‘ 3.‘,35just called me to say he is very concerned that attempts are

nade this evening to remove the protesters from the church by force

t if ,_t_'}yere to happen he could not be answerable for the

e me that there will be no attempt to take on the peoplein

vate property and they have every right to be there. I

O to convey Paisley’s concerns to the police and to

T a m "L,.w:thyouassoonaspossxble to stop ‘the

of hand. His main focus for concern appeared to be



that he had been promised by the Chicf Constable that no razor wire would

be put down around the church but that that had been done under cover of

darkness last night. This sort of lying (sic) did not help.
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