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I know how wounded you feel about the events of last week. May I give 

you my personal assurance that, as Michael Ancram has explained, we had 

absolutely no intention of abusing the enormous effort you had made to reach 

agreement. Like you, we had hoped until the last minute that a local 

accommodation would be possible. I am grateful to you and your fellow church 

leaders for your work to avert tragedy, and am desperately sorry that it did not 

succeed.

I know too the depth of the anger and disillusion in the Catholic 

community about what took place. I fear we will not agree on the analysis of 

what happened and why. But, as I agreed with John Hume and his SDLP 

colleagues yesterday, we must now look forward and turn the disaster of last 

week into an opportunity to make real progress in the political talks. We are 

fully committed to this; and to working with the Irish Government to achieve it. 

Dialogue has to be the way forward.

I remain personally determined to achieve a settlement acceptable to both 

communities, which will give the parity of rights and esteem so badly needed.
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I hope we will have a chance to meet again before long. Meanwhile I 

look forward to hearing at first hand from Brian Mawhinney your own thoughts 

and concerns at this very difficult time.

His Eminence The Cardinal Archbishop of Armagh


