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Following your discussion with Paddy Mayhew at lunchtime, I asked Trimble

and co. to call on Paddy. Trimble was not keen, but agreed to do so. The /

meeting took place this evening, involving Trimble, Paisley and Smyth.

The meeting was long, reasonably friendly, but inconclusive. The Unionist

leaders appeared shaken by the circumstances they found themselves in, and did

not rant and rave. They argued that serious trouble lay ahead if a solution was
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Constable, and made suggestions about how to get round the local unwillingness

to talk.

Further trouble is expected tonight, in particular Unionist efforts to block the

roads, including the road to Belfast airport. There is also the possibility of /

confrontation in some of Belfast’s sensitive areas. In general, there is a good

deal of gloom about the prospects. Meanwhile the Unionists have said they will

not attend the Belfast talks while the stand-off continues, although it is not clear

whether this is a formal boycott.

The RUC are in touch with both sides, as are various mediating organisations.

The RUC view is that, while the situation is indeed serious, there is also an /

element of theatre. The situation will need to get hotter still, with more theatre,

before the two sides are ready to sit down and work out a solution.

Immediately after the meeting with Paddy Mayhew, Trimble rang me to renew

the request for a call on you tomorrow afternoon. I said that I would be in L/
touch tomorrow morning about this.

fayhew spoketo me subsequently. He remains very opposed to such a
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(which are not shared by his officials). They have seen Paddy for a serious

meeting, but still want to see you. They will go on demanding to see you as

the week goes on. It will be better to see them now to make clear that you

have no magic solution, rather than getting into a needless confrontation about

whether you are willing to talk to them.

I therefore recommend that you agree to see Trimble, Paisley and Smyth with

Paddy, after PMQs. There is a 30-minute slot at 1545. But you may have to

have another word with Paddy yourself in the morning to persuade him that you

see no alternative, and to reassure him you will not undermine his position.
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