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PS/Secretary of State (L&B) -B

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION: SIR JOHN WHEELER/KEN MAGINNIS

Mr Ken Maginnis MP telephoned the Minister today to talk about the
situation at Drumcree.

2. Mr Maginnis had two things to discuss. Firstly, he had heard 
that a senior police officer had allegedly told the Rt Hon John 
Taylor MP that, as the RUC were stretched, the Army would be 
deployed in order to disperse the crowd at Drumcree. Mr Maginnis 
felt that the consequense of such a development would be that 
'Ulster would burn' and sought reassurance from Sir John that the 
Army would not be used in this way. The Minister replied that 
although the RUC's operational capability had to be reinforced by 
the Army, he knew of no plan to disperse the 5000 Orangemen 
currently gathered at Drumcree. The Minister said that the key to 
resolving the problem was for an accommodation to be reached between 
the district Orange Order and the nationalist community at 
Drumcree. Such an accommodation could only be reached by local 
negotiation between the groups concerned.
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as Chief Constable :

to say that, in hi- personal opinion,^ 
the wrong decision (i. to re-route W<M 
to be -stood down'. Although Mr

he thought that .

3. Mr Maginnis went.on 
Chief Constable had made 
march) and that he ought 
was friendly with the DCC (Ops) , Ronnie Flanagan,
the DCC(Ops) had demonstrated his lack of operational experience 
during his handling of the situation; this was, perhaps, a 

reflection of his unpreparedness to take over 

from Sir Hugh.
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