
17 Jul, 1996 18:58 S OF S PRIVATE OFFICE 1712106722 TR No. 9513 P. 2/10
| From:Tite Private SECAECIITAI.Y

NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE

WHITEHALL cc-EO

LONDON SWIA 2AZ )8/

John Holmes Esqgq

Private Secretary to the

Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

London SW1A 2AZ vV July 1996

e
PRIME MINISTER’S MEETING WITH DR ALDERDICE: THURSDAY 18 JULY 1996

Th Prime M nister has agreed to meet Dr Alderdice in the House of

4%&@:pmorraw.,

’:%Eiflndram on Tuesday Dr Alderdice will be in a grim and

; m:%,;‘iaafidggeting is likely to focus on the lack of

s qpco among the nationalist community and also many

tants, inthz‘ggief Constable and the RUC following Drumcree,

C 2 b qggernining of the talks process by the actions of

the Unioni: {g'(ffi”glarlyDavid Trimble._
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- show understanding of the depth of feeling by both the

nationalists and liberal protestants;

- confirm the Government’s belief that a settlement is

possible;

- reaffirm the Government’s commitment to the talks process;

- persuade the Alliance Party to continue to engage

constructively in the negotiations.

it D B 1 '

”fifi@'fifié&gfidfind'to Drumcree was set out in my letter of [yesterday)

“which provided briefing for the Prime Minister’s meeting with the

_ .tlfilc'lu w:y

ru fihefChief Constable was saying that the rule of law cannot

be gifil-dgfi\in the face of the Orange Order and that the RUC would

ihbsua;F to stand up to the nationalists rather than Unionists. The

has been a complete loss of confidence in the RUC by the
1a ;‘”“'cofifiunaty, and he would find it difficult to argue

any future nationalist demands for greater Dublin

ifié in Northern Ireland, to protect their interests. The

to restore confidence would be to remove the Chief
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TALKS

Dr Alderdice also believes that by their actions the Unionist'’s

| (both UUP and DUP) have entirely wrecked the Talks process, and have

clearly breached the Mitchell principles of democracy and consent by

their failure to oppose the threat or use of force by others. He

leged that Mr Trimble 3 meenxl;;(o \(ml«\g Bj 111v Wriaht a knowr

who has not noticeably supported the loyalist

idence of a conspiracy to undermine the leadership

UVF because it is too liberal. But he did admit that Mr

Trimhle had the support of 80% of the protestant population. Dr

Alderdice also believes that the Unionists’ activities have

undermined the arguments about the exclusion of Sinn Fein from the

Talks, on the grounds that they use force and the threat of force to

achieve political ends - despite the fact that the requirement for a

ceasefire has been set in statute. When he spoke with you he saw no

prospect of a settlement and he has been unable to offer any

suggestions as to how to keep the talks process going, apart from

asking the Unionists what action they propose to take to repair the

Speaking notes are attached on the following topics:

Drumcree

4 Policing (also includes background note)

\CMM

MARTIN HOWARD

CONFIDENTIAL

A copy goes to Jan Polley
. b RN a



17, Jul. 1336 19:00 5 OF S PRIVATE OFFICE 1712106722 No. 9513 P, 8/10
CONFIDENTIAL

BACKGROUND BRIEFING

Section 7(2) of the Police Act (Northern Ireland) 1970 provides that:

Lonscabulary to '.m:i",v'i,'}z,:':':‘l in the interests ot anad

(without prejudice to the fore

It would therefore be open to the Secretary of State to require the

Police Authority for Northern Ireland to call upon the Chief

Constable to retire. It would however be likely to be a lengthy

affair because section 7(3) of the same Act provides for officers

subjected to that call to be able to make representations on their

own behalf and where such representations are made that an Inquiry

gshall be held to consider the matter and to report to the Secretary

of State. The Chief Constable is of course due to retire, in normal

circumstances, on 3 November this year.

2. However in direct relation to recent events in Northern Ireland,

decisions taken by the Chief Constable and utterances from various

local and other politicians a?d others the Chief Constable’s

position must now be viewed against the backdrop of what was said in

the House by the Secretary of State on Monday 15 July. Then, when

addresesing the week'’'s developments and particularly in relation to

the Chief Constable’s handling of the situation he made it clear

that the Chief Constable "... had and retains the Government’'s full

support”. In reply to one point made by Mr Mates (official report

e column 974) he said:- “... he (the Chief Constable) has taken an

. ~ unparalleled degree of personal criticism. I reiterate what I said

in my statement on behalf of the Government: we uphold each of the

isions that he took®.

a member of Mr Alderdice’s Alliance Party

gus has indicated his intention of putting
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i ‘ 2 > Chie: stable because of
the deciliono he has taken over the past 10 daya in relation to

Drumcree et seq. He is to do so, apparently, after the Authority
has discussed recent events with the Chief Constable at a meet:.ng on

Friday afternoon. t ige bv no means cert | 2 , \


