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DRUMCRER: BRENDAN MCALLISTER

Brendan McAllister, head of the Mediation Network, accompanied by

Mr Joe Campbell, called on the Secretary of State on 8 July. You

and I wer.e ‘also »’present GE S M)
ST Oof - the oL

Mr McAlliar.er opened by aa,ying that he thought a certain amount of

theatre had to be gone through before we reached the prospect of a

resolution of the problems at Drumcree and elsewhere. The Mediation

Net:'Qrk had got areasonable reception with the Oran
ge Order and

‘. @ ) ‘ "")‘:F"u',’ _3-1.-

mfiroundDrumcree. He thought the most

as thefdam‘.ification of a compromise route, though

lists in Dmmcgee were against it because of the

1 to talk tothem. Their hard line was based

r e Oflast year’s march and their

' become leader of the UUP directly

Drum confrontation. They felt they

een snubbed. McAllister did

ad undgpl:oon how nationalists felt
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The Secretary of State said that the Orange Order claimed that the

Garvaghy Road Residents Group was in fact dominated by Sinn Fein.

McAllister acknowledged this was a problem. He said that the

Drumcree situation was also linked to prospects for the Lower Ormeay

Road on Friday. There the question of lack of face-to-face contact

had also been a problem. He thought that if the RUC were to let the

Orange Order down the Ormeau Road this might help defuse the overall

gituation. He was investigating the possgibility that representative

groups in Lower Ormeau and in Portadown could make an explicit

statement to the effect that they were not in any way linked to Sinn

Fein or any other organisation. His impression was that the Orange

Order might be open to that sort of approach on the basis that they

could hold the Ormeau and Portadown nationalist groupings to that

pledge at a later date.

McAllister went on to say that it was crucial that HMG was not seen

to do a deal with the Orange Order which would be seen by

nationalists as ‘playing the Orange card’. This was what

nationalists expected in their perception of a weak government in

hoc to the Unionists. The police therefore had to remain resolute.

He had said as much to Ronnie Flanagan. BAny compromise had to be

produced by the community. The Secretary of State agreed that the

key was dialogue. You said that you saw the force of the argument

in respect of the police cutting deals with the Orange Order, but

sazd the same concerns apply to the police having contact with local

residents groups. McAllister and Campbell said there were dangers

ifi”'.ché"'rai’-;eei as well.

fiafifilfl" ffi?%fi%r ahead, McAllister said that it was possible to

| .sage . ituation by Thursday evening whereby a compromise route

,wf'j; in part of the Garvaghy Road could be agreed. It would

ossible to take about ‘compromise’ in public. It would have

as a ‘principled route’. The Orange Order could

'%“;;yrthe Garvaghy Road but that they had

1 on the basis of respect for law and order

values about individual liberty etc were at



28137
SO0S OFF. (B) SOS OFF. (L) ND.GBS P

CONFIDENTIAL

The Secretary of State said that he would shortly be seeing David

Trimble, Ian Paisley and Martin Smyth. What would they want from

him? McAllister said that they were banking on the police pulling

and the Government giving way. The Secretary of State said the

police had to win this particular battle. He was prepared to

reinforce them to whatever degree was necessary. McAllister said

that Trimble et al would be likely to complain about the RUC and

would want the decision of the Chief Constable changed. Campbell

said that at the end of the meeting Trimble, Paisley and Smyth

needed to know that what happened over the next few days was their

respongibility.

There was then a brief discussion about what was actually happening

on the ground at Drumcree with worries being expressed by McAllister

about the sinister nature of some of the abuse thrown by the

Orangemen at the police. You made the point that guite a lot of the

l activity at Drumcree appeared to have been orchestrated by Orange

} stewards.
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As ever, gg:ndan.MCAlllster is working hard to see if he can find an
- e 'fi'fl M‘p g.

, accam%o%g;;pna Unfortunately, he regards himself as hampered by

A;“fliast year and the perception on the Garvaghy Road that
4 Oxe ~‘;§€q¥ failed to live up to their side of the bargain.

“The Secretary of State, however, shares his analysis that there is a

ertaln amount o§~zheatre to be gone through before the conditions
Sfory ooseible resolution.
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