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Following the NI meeting yesterday, and further discussions

with the Chief of the General Staff, General Officer Commanding NI

and the Northern Ireland Office, my Secretary of State agreed this

morning to the deployment of the following units to Northern

Ireland:

a. The Spearhead Battalion (The 1st Battalion The Parachute

Regiment%

b. All elements of the Notice to Train Battalion (The 1st
~ Battalion The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment);

C. géfi;relnforcement company (from The 1lst Battalion The
S or hire Regiment) for the Urban Reinforcement
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We can now confirm that the decision has been taken to deploy two
additional units to Northern Ireland, following from yesterday's

statement that preparations were in hand. The decision has been
taken by Ministers following advice from the Chief Constable of

the RUC and the GOC.

NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL TROOPS?

Approximately 1,000.

This would bring the number of troops deployed to Northern Ireland

to approximately 18,500.

WHEN DID WE LAST HAVE SO MANY TROOPS DEPLOYED?

In the early months of 1994, there were approximately 19,000 armed

forces personnel deployed in NI.

N RE WILL ITS BE DEPLOYED?

This is an operational matter; not prepared to give details,

though can say that leading elements will arrive very shortly.

EPLOYED?

first unit will be the SPEARHEAD Battalion currently 1
,JFhfiParachute Regiment. We are not at thlS stage

ing deployed 81mply because they are currently the

alion: there is no other significance in their
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