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tecognised that the case for accommodation was now much Stronger,

What was needed was a package agreed by either side in advance. The

Chief Constable however, was not sure that such a package could be

agreed in that the Orangemen felt they were batting on a good wicket

and in particular that Gracey was not entirely appreciative of the

position that he had created.

3w The Chief Constable went on Lo state at this time the general

security situation was peaceful. Last night's violence however had

a different emphasis in that there was more of a hooligan element

involved and that it had gone quiet from around 3.00 am. He then

went on to say that if large numbers assembled at Drumcree, there

would be particular problems. He felt from an cperational point ot

view, that it would not be possible to seal ott Portadown to prevent

largs numbers gathering because this meant that he would be fighting

on a number of (ronts. He had looked further at whether an attempt

shouldbe made to take Drumcree from the Orangemen but this was

" considerednot to be a good option. The Chiet Constable therefore
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ground at Drumcree, they must have a fall back posgition and we could

not leave it too long; it was essential that Army and Police forces

were not divided by the crowd. He agreeda with the Chief Constable

that the security of the estate would then become paramount.

6. The Secretary of State said that the Ormeau Road issue was

completely separate and if we attempted to link the two there was a

possibility of a judicial review. He furthexr agreed that we should

not attempt to take Drumcree. He felt we should concentrate on the

scenario of a large crowd gathering at Drumcree and attempting to

force the police lines. The Secretary of State asked if the RUC and

Army had ever been "defeated" by weight of numbers on previous

occasions. The Chief Constable replied that not in Northern Ireland

though it had happened in other parts of the world. The Secretary

of State then went on to ask was it not possible to prevent large

numbers arriving at Portadown. The Chief Constable repeated his

view that it was not possible but stated that he was due to have a

meeting with regional commanders and he would look at this situation

aga;nflmpqyeverphe did repeat that he did not in his professional

judgeme thinkit was likely. The Secretary of State considered

flclifi-gfitOrangemen could be substantially diminished if
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to undertake this exercise. 1In response to a point made by Michael

Ancram, the Chief Constable said that 1f attempts were made to scal

off Portadown, trouble could erupt at the blockage or the Orangemen

could go back to their original starting point and cause trouble

there.

7.2 The Secretary of State asked if the maximum number of personnel

had already been deployed at Drumcree and c¢culd additional rescurces

be directed there without causing a situation where people were

falling over each other. The Chief Constable in reply said that he

certainly had not got all the people he had needed and indeed at one

stage last night he had not enough resources to answer calls in

Belfast. The Chief Constable then, in a response to a query from

the Secretary of State, indicated that he had an evens chancc of

holding a large crowd at Drumcree, depending o the numbers who

actually attended and how worked up they were. Michael Ancram asked

1if the mob was held on Friday what they wculd do next. The Chief

. Constable indicated that many factors would play a part in this,

~ including the weather at the time and whether some people would drop

off the demonstration through fatigue. The PUS asked were the RUC

attle og,F;iday and holding the positicn indefinitely were

kfgyhlessthan 81mply winning, The Chief Constable replied
_ stre851ng that the Orange Order were in an

f ......tfi_"Qood and that the more opposition the RUC put up,

‘ ; p %Panqgof more Orangemen appearing. The Chief

'gm}tthe p031tlcn could nct be held at a maximum

{V. %gxf @ays._ The GOC also intervened to say

:,'?1£ficulc decisiors may have to be made

1‘elsewhere might have to be ignored in order
gf'misségn at Drumcree. The Chief

was that Ga*vaghy Road was not an
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purposes. The Secretary of State then asked how confident the Chijef

Constable was protecting the Garvaghy Road estate. The Chief

Constable indicated that there was a very strong chance of him being

able to do that in that it was not in the Orange Order's interests

to be seen to overrun the estate, though clearly there would be a

hooligan element attached who may attempt that very thing. The GoC

said in that situation where a lite or death confrontation may

arisc, then live ammunition could be used.

8. The Secretary of State then pondered whether in a position

where no accommodation was reached, how could the Chief Constable

take the Orange Order down the Garvaghy Road by consent and what

signals would be sent out if the Chief Constable changed his

original decision. The Chief Constable said he had no great

enthusiasm for that. Indeed the Orange Order would not be happy

with artificial restrictions being imposed on their numbers. The

Secretary of State then asked that if accommodation could be

achleved which would be the worst scenario in terms of the

lnteregtsthat the Chief Constable had to bear in mind. The Chief

Ce = able‘:eylied that if the march was taken down it would be seen

"'Vfif“wr enég;ltomob rule. If not, the RUC would at least have
1 seen to be fi&femptlng to do what they had set out to do.

fore é&%j&a%&f:‘WAa more preferable. PUS asked what might be
m@mfiwaxf;gpeoppesition. The Chief Constable indicated that

i —d%flggepersons for the Ormeau Road. There would be

Y ficlgp,{f the parade was forced down the recad but

1ced by the fear of what could happen if it did

@Q-, gafedwhat would the Provos make of an
4
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The Secretary of State then, taking a different tack, indicategq

that Archbishop Eames said that McKenna would not tolerate the

Orange Order on the Garvaghy Road and that he must be part of any

deal. He further went on to say that Ken Maginnis had indicated

that unionists might accept an independent review of the whole area

of marches as a trade-oft for being allowed to march down Garvaghy

Road and that John Steele was presently talking about this to

McKenna. Michael Ancram said that Archbishop Eames' actual words

9;.

were that whilst the Garvaghy residents would not agree to the march

they recognised Lhat they could not stop it. PUS said that it might

be possible to agree for the parade down Garvagnhy Road to proceed

against the background of an independent review. The Chief

Constable said that in operational terms an accommodation had to be

set up by 12 noon tomorrow at the latest or he had to begin plans to

make operational deployments. The GOC reinforced this by saying

that you could not negotiate with the position falling round you.

10. The PUS souyght confirmation that the original RUC decision to

stopthe Orange Order marching down the road was to buy time for

othersto negotiate. The Chief Constable said that as we approach

Fxr "7€§@gadggqmmodation must be announced in advance otherwise we

to g_ggggi;_solution. PUS said it was rational to reach an

-comt ?;gg@ that it might be the Government that would have to

ive at and impose that accommodation. The Chief Constable said

?éfi_was worth the loss of human life. To allow the

d was important. PUS said that

- to give something to

*ed and said that nationalists
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physical force. Michael Ancram then said that if the four church

leaders said there was only cne option, what effect might thig have

The Chief Constable took the view that this would create a Situatiop

of no losers and no winners. He said that any decision must be

capable of being changed and asked that Government weigh up all the

implications. He felt the only way forward in an accommodation was

for a limited number of people to come down Garvaghy Road but that

this be wrapped up with a Government statement promising something

further. He pointed out however, this would leave Government in a

vulnerable position, for example, what would happen next July. pus

again commented that a general addressing of the parades situation

must be part of the solution. Michael Ancram commented that the

trick would be how to engineer that.

11. The Secretary of State then returned to the question of the

potential risk to life if the RUC's lines were breached. The GOC

gaid that in this scenario he could easily foresee loss particularly

if the residents of Garvaghy Road wanted to meet force with force.

The Secrctary of State then asked what was the distance from the

front line to the fall back position to which the GOC indicated it

would be around 1 km. ‘he Secretary of State said it would be

deeply distasteful to have a situation where the Army and RUC were

The Chief Constable however commented
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13. The Secretary of State said that he would h
old a press

conference this afternoon. AL this conference he would be

underlining the need for a settlement of the dispute
 and makingan

appeal for reason. He would also outline rhe costs to date of all

the trouble. The Chief Constable offered to brief the church

leaders together on the realities of the situation. 
Michael Ancram

thought it would be better if the Chief constab
le did not do this

preceding the meeting with David Trimble. In the end it was agreed

that the Chief Constable would see Cardinal Daly bef
ore the church

leaders got together.

(signed)

TOM CLARKE
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