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AFTERMATH OF THE MARCHES

I have had a number of conversations with Paddy Teahon over the

weekend and today. I will not try to give you a blow by blow account. We

have inevitably gone over the ground of the Chief Constable’s decision at

Drumcree several times, and the mutual incomprehension which has resulted.

Teahon knows that we were incensed by Bruton’s interview. He has stressed to

me the intensity of the Nationalist anger over the Chief Constable’s decision.

We have agreed that, whatever happens, we need to keep talking to each other.

Teahon has also passed on various strands in current Irish tfiinking, as
follows:

i. The Irish are very keen for a new mechanism on marches which

will involve more consultation with them, and for an independent

commission. Their immediate focus is the Apprentice Boys’

: March on 13 August. They clearly want to be involved in

~ discussions of how this should be handled, although I have warned

- Teahon of the sensitivities of this. Meanwhile, the Irish

| Government are planning a ministerial meeting with the Garvaghy

Road and Ormeau Road residents this week to allow them to

express their views directly.

As you will be aware, they are planning a "high profile" meeting

- with Sinn Fein later this week (probably Wednesday), at senior

~ official level. They take the view that Sinn Fein have done a lot to

- rehabilitate themselves over the past week, by their relative
int. : Smn Fein. have given them a message that 4 new
fire is still attainable, perhaps at the end of August rather than

with ghe_.sec:,ond anniversary of the last ceasefire seen as a day
lar slgmficance Like the Americans, the Irish are

) press for us to renew our own official level contacts
Fein, no doubt at the prompting of Adams. On the
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Enniskillen bomb, Pat Doherty spoke to Teahon at length on

Sunday morning to assure him that the IRA had nothing to do with

it.

iti. The Irish want to use the events of last week to put pressure on to

speed up the Belfast talks. They hope that Trimble will have more

room for manoeuvre vis-a-vis his own community, following

Drumcree. The Irish are also inclined to wonder whether any real

progress is possible if the agreement of Paisley and McCartney is

required, and therefore to wonder how they might be by-passed.
They are interested in Mitchell using more intensive bilateral

contacts to press things forward.

I am copying this to William Ehrman (Forelgn and Commonwealth

Office), Jan Polley (Cabinet Office) and Veronica ierla 1blin by fax

e LhAS Sperning, epparantly b s 3
Vaoireelh'n televiplon interview i1pe?

et qu 88id uha had beon in ToOOQ

= Wusm, Afess, ceJOHNHOLMES -
¥ e 3 1 »eld at the Unionset che ;V: & N
Al _'_,,._ ,4,]_‘1_ cno ..LKOM chat tnb Rev: s ion

o IT -.y,_g. il = "the dumbese: dus
’L—?—1‘ int Constadle alom

-+ ‘felniorcaec t = Pre
wi.g,_,h gaoa faith L

AT saglear far vion ima

PR Secter to sch i

FENeee o orici e ,
thampelves vhet iy

er‘nyc sRreh had b
A8k auas of Ens jud

x_._‘b_ raEnore Iy

' IREwll was 5 ‘

‘Q‘A -y r
- e e had @

SRl leoad: |
m q\,llv. R ) p

"..‘.' - v L

mr [ & ‘...‘ o)

hv,; fogators o

it Of o2

" o vya .

%

1'--

2 B

'lk


