s 0

1471196 14:03
{i/11 96 THU 14:22 FAX SECURE-FX TRARSHISS 10N
R i i et L it = 44 SCND SEC
Securg Fax: 1114 o
14 November 1996 - No of pages ipcluding this one: -
To: HQ Frow: Betfast

For: Secend Seerstary O hUiginn From: Joint Secretary

MWW

|
14-NOV-88 THU 15:03

I forwarded earlier a revised British draft of the two Governments’ joint papjr <
October, slong withmwldwmofw&nh: Independent Commiss.
mdacogyofammulgpddnsm(whichwomﬂwﬂhﬁumﬂuy)

[n supplyiog this raaterial, Peter Bell mﬁnudmnmaunimnded to show
of the proposed redraft to David'rrimbleinl.oadonlawmdly.

[ registered a very strong protest at the applrﬂlinwnﬁonoitha British Goveaas:-
to renegotiate omjointpupetinnnd@withtheUUP. Qur Ministers, SOme -
whom were abrmd,wouldbmlymmmnb receipt of the draft, =t o
offer views on what was insubmneewompledymmmblc approach, M7
would bediscuSsedandmmimdwithat!ﬁdpmy.

1 pointed out thatchtiﬂshGOWtwouHthwncleuly since Towi- -
mmxhzlﬁshcovermnembadﬂm mmgwwniouabo\nthe approacs. o

fo us. Aniutdﬁsbacksmmd.mpxwmwidndnﬁthhmoming agio:
that it would b given to Trimble this afternoon would be clearly interpretec ©
Ministers a8 an agtempt tO whounce” them and was likely 10 provoke a very =
reaction.  The unserious approach to copsultation would fuel suspicions -
intention was to proceed witbout the Irish Government, if necessary, in 2 v
gesture aimed 81 the UUP and dictated esscutially by the British Govermsmer
Parlinmentary interests at Westminster.

[ also aoted from our OWn COntacts thﬂAllimOdidnmconumphte the it
cnvisaged by the British for the Commission and that the UUP bad not be<::
particularly.
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6. Inrcsponse, Bell made clear that the decision to being in Trimble was a politiccs =~ .
on the part of his Ministers, who felt thut 8 way out of the presant impasse hac ..
found as a matter of urgency. Hec denied any Parliamentary dimension. [ cecc.
that the paper of 1 October had been carcfully negotiatod between the two
Governments over a matter of several weeks and without third-party involvem..
The unseemly rush to get a draft to Trimble this afternoon, preempting all
consultation (let alone agreement) with ourselves, was in marked contrast to i:>
leisurely demeanour of the UUP at the talks this week, who had twice canceii=
mmmmmwm»wwmm“ﬁm

7. On the substance of the proposal, Bell emphasised the judgement of his Minis:<:-
something of this kind was required to prevent the talks process from collapsi=.
altogether. 1 reiteratcd all of the points madc eariier this week 10 him and bis
colleagues about the folly of an approach which secks to detach the decommiz:..
issueﬁmnthepoliﬁcalcmninwhichhisdwcnhimbhinprnﬁceana sia,
minmmﬂugmcywmpisiugmiﬁmyexmudmhnidmthwu:m.,.
Istowimsuﬂciempoliticﬂpmgresswnnldmbemmﬂlntbetalks (o e
the beginning of actual decommissioning.  This was a grotesque proposal wu. - -
would not merely militate sgainst the schisvement of anry decommissioning - -
stage but would probably remove any prospect of bringing about 3 second [R.~
ceasefire.

8. Following our own phone conversation, | retarned to Boll to say that the Brive.:
pmposalwubeincowveyedtoowhﬁnimwdmtbiniﬁd reaction i
had been extremely hostile.

9. Ianp!msisedmcfouwingpoinuinmismmmmdthuﬁnm“vua.u
would be conveyed later.  First, it was complctely at variance with the Mu:-
Report to ask a technical body which would be tasked with the verification =:
decommissioning to make one of the most fundamental political calculatior:
arise in this, or any, talks process. Second, a peremptory approach of any s
would be entirely counter-productive and also at varisnce with the Mitchell Rex -
Third, we found the assumptions made about the likely position of the Insh
Government and the SDLP (as conveyed in para 5 of the speaking note) inst::
Fourth, we recalled that the British Government's recent paper had clearly :.
that decommissioning was a matter for the parties = an approach which toaa+
proposal effectively overmmed.  Fifth, the latter was very likely to prejuarc:
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chance of a scoond ceasefire.  And sixth, if the British Goverament decided i
ahead with this spproach regardless of Irish Goverument objestions, this wou:.

inevitably have implications in terms of the impleuunﬁonotowduommiss:o:.:,-

10.

Bell protested thst the British Govermment indeed wished to have full consuizi.
with us butﬁahith\ponmwmthnﬂwUUPmonboudfonhcwcau.
Hawwmuﬂmluhdifdmmccmmddmﬁwapprouh in
of our very obvious objestions, he remained non-committal, suggesting that il
oﬂymmﬁmmwmmmw“nwobjmw in.

11. Hehas sinmcomabackwuythnmwilldimw.ppmwhwithr::: -

thinaﬂmnmhxwiﬂm.aﬂuaﬂ.hmdovwawydh. The Secyetary of < ..
hopes that there can be an early muodngﬁthwwnmlwdmmemu:u:.
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