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Governments’ Joint Paper on Northern Ireland Talks

In the light of recent informal discussion in the margins of the multi-party talks, the two

Governments prepared a joint paper setting out a possible outcome to the “address” to

decommissioning.

A copy of the paper is attached.
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SUGGEZSTED CONCLDSIONS TO THE PLENARY ADDRESS TO DECOMMISSIONING

The participants in the multi-party negotiations, meeting in plenary
session: ;

8 note the commitment of the two Governments to all aspaects of
the report of tha International Body including their support
for the compromise approach to decommissioning set out in
paragraphs 34 and 35, which state:

“The parties should consider an approach under which
some decommissioning would take place during the process
of all-party negotiations, rather than before oxr after
aa the parties now urge. Such an approach rapresents a
compromise. If the peace process is to move forwaxd,
the current impasse must be overcome. While both sides
bave been adamant in their positions, both have
repeatedly expressed the desire to move forwazd. This
approach provides them that opportunity.

In addition, it offers the parties an opportunity to use
the process of decommissioning to build confidance one
step at a time during negoetiations. As progress is made
on political issuss, even modest mutual steps on
decommissiening could help oreate the atmosphare needed
for further steps in a progressive pattezrn of mounting
trust and confidence”.

8 note the commitment of the two Governments to work with all
other participante to implement all aspects of the Report.

% note that as an important step towards implementation, each
Governmernt will pukblish at the cenclugion of the opening
Plenary session draft enabling legislation which wilE
provide the basis for giving effact to the International
Body's recommendations on the modalities of
decommissioning. Having considered any comments which the
Commitcee referred to below may have they intend to
introduce legislation in their respective Parliamants in the
forthcoming sesaion 8¢ that as prograss is made on polikical
issues the legislative framework is enacted by Christmas
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agree to work constructively and in qood faith to secure the
implementation of all aspects of the Report of the
International Body, in the contex: of an inclusive and
dynanic process in which mutual trust and confidence is
built as progress is made on all the issues of concern to

‘all participants. A reality for all present and future

articipants is that progress in the negotiatiens will eomly
ge pesaible on this basis. :

agree to establish a Committee charged with werking to
decure implementation of all aspects of the Intermational
Body’'s Report on this basis. The Committee will comprise
representatives of all the participants and be chaired by
the Independent Chairman of the Plenary. With a view to
ensuring coantinuity batween the work of the Committee and
the operation of the Independent Commission propesed in the
report of the International Bedy and provided for in the
draft legislation, the two Governments will make available
to the Committee a range of expert perscnnel, including
independent experts of international standing whom thay
would envisage playing an npprogriate part in the work of
the Commission when it is established. The Committee will

follow the attached working agenda. It will first meet on
{7/14 October].

agree that a plenaxry session should be convened in PDecember
to take stock of Etogr‘ll in the negotiations as a whole,
including the work of the Committee. At that meeting, all
participants would review the position, and the P ess
which has been made across the entire spectrum of tge
negotiastions. It would also be poesible, under the
provisions of paragraph 12 of the rules of proceduxe,_for

agrao tkat the ade
c

ption of the abe 1 : il
e addrees to de Ve proposals will concl

commissioning by the ocpening Plenary.
agree, on thig basis, to éompleco the remaining businees of
the opening plenary sessicn ir time for the appropriate
Chairmen to convene meetings of the nagotiations within the
three strands and th

@ Pxoposed Committee on Decommiesioning,
opening on (7/14 October] and proceeding in parallel.
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COMMITTEE ON DECOMMISSIONING
WORKING AGENDA

a gdovernments’ legislative proposals: consideration of
draft Bills and ongoing reviaw of progreds towards
anactment ,

®  Conditione pacessary for dacommissioning: consideratien

of the circumstances in which mucual deccmmissioning
would be expected to oceur.

[ ] Modalitieg: development of detailed scheme or schemes
for decommissioning and datermination of the precise
functions of the Independent Commission in respect of
each schams, including its role in relation to
verification of the decommiseioning process.

®  Role of other confidence-building measures:
consideration of those other aspects of the
International Body’s report which participants may wish
to raise in this format.

L Retermination of detailad arrangements for
“Hecommissioning: agreement on detailed decomnissfoning
arrangements, including commenting on the nacessary
subordinate legislation.

®  Raview of implementation: ongoing review of

implementation of all aspects of the Report.
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