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MR THOMAS (L&B) - B

TATKS: IRISH GOVERNMENT DELEGATION — ATTITUDE

The less time I put in at the Talks in this phase, the more I have

admired the persistence, leadership and positive attitude 
of both

the Chairmen’s Group, but even more our oOwn deleg
ation.

2 By contrast, reading daily summaries and file notes o
f

proceedings, as well as from some personal observa
tion, the more

contrast I find in the contribution of the Irish Government

delegation at both Ministerial and senior officia
l level.

35 No doubt with quite different adjectives they may enter
tain

similar feelings. But I do fear increasingly that a resoundingly
negative and passive, not to say defeatist, Irish

 Government

attitude could percolate through not only the Chairme
n’s group but

also the party delegations if it is sustained lon
g enough. I

should welcome your and others’ views on this, a
nd whether

(perhaps after we have parked the Talks for the su
mmer recess) we

need to have a high or even top level get together wi
th the Irish

Government on the future leadership of the Talks proc
ess. Their

sense of disappointment and even failure at the parti
es’ refusal

to adopt the ground rules or acknowledge their autho
rity, coupled

with the grinding test to which they have been s
ubject in

generating a Talks based set of procedural rules,
 do not seem to

me remotely to approach a case in their own, let alone in our
joint, terms for reassessing the strategic objectiv

e of striving
for an agreed accommodation within the principles 

of the Joint
Declaration and in the terms of the Joint Com

munique etc.

e strain on the small Irish system

rly when it comes to Ministerial

through many long days and
4. I am very conscious ofEch

of the EU Presidency, particula

leadership in Castle Buildings

evenings. But HMG has its pre-occupations too, not least in t
he

continuing task of governing Northern Ireland with all
 the strains

and stresses of the marching season on top of
 all else.

CONFIDENTIAL

FGS/B/7/68628



!

IIII.i....’ CONFIDENTIAL

51 You and I have vivid memories on in earlier round of talks

of the effect that a direct challenge by the Secretary of State

for Northern Ireland to the Irish Government, including a demand

to see the Taoiseach in a matter vital to the future of the

peoples of the island, produced. While I do not think we are

quite at that point, I am increasingly concerned at the corrosive

effect of what I assume to be pessimistic if not defeatest advice

from Irish officials to Irish Ministers about the prospects of

carrying the process forward. A direct address to the Irish

Government at coalition leadership level seems to me to be

necessary prophylactic.

Signed

JOHN CHILCOT

8 JULY 1996
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