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Dear Prirïu.MnisUi Major:
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Xi e are wrung to express our deep concern over the most recent events in Northern Ireland which 
have plie ! J the pcs : c process in grave jeopardy. The return of sectarian violence has saddened those on both . K
sides of tl i is Axlanti who have worked tirelessly to bring peace and justice to à troubled island. While we 2-Ç 
remain h< ye fill thaï I xrth governments and aU-parties con restore confidence and trust, we do have serious f 
questions liver deci r. ans that proceeded and followed the stand-off at Drumcree.

lip articub i, we wish to condemn in the strongest possible tenus, the decision of the British 
govennne nt sod the. toyal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) to allow Orange Older marches to proceed through 
predomin iirely Cad t lie neighborhoods in Portadown and Belfast triggering the worst violence in Northern 
Ireland m L | jcncrat t u. At best, the annual marches along the Garvaghy Road and the Ormeau Road are 
msensitiv; aadirreqionsible. At worst, they arc provocative displays of triumphalism which have historically 
led to can I irntation i nd violence. It is our belief dm those who forced rhe government and the RUC to 
raphnlatg ;o the thr t its of the Orangemen, including Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) leader David Trimble, 
must bet: Id accow u able for their shameful actions.

V «’is are equ a Uy couccmed about the appalling lack of police protection in Ac nationalist 
neighbort i lods folk i ring the Orange marches that resulted in many Catholic families being intimidated, 
Knrnwvt i i:;ic bum» I out of their homes. Quite simply, the actions of the British government and the RUC 
over the p ; si ten da ' t have reinforced nationalist’s fears of discrimination, lack of democratic and human 
right* and uc coud-c : ss citizenship. We join the Taioseach là Bruton, Social Democratic and Libor Party 
(SOL?) It l ids’ Joi» '. ?»nne and Cardinal Cahal Daly in expressing our outrage over fee RUC’s failure to 
protect be rli commi t itics equally.
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The 11 der signed Members of Congress have been outspoken supp otters of the Mitchel] Principles 
We la* it: stnn i jly condemned both nationalist and loyalist paramilitary violence. We firmly believe that a 
pen '. in ent aw I peaceful seulement can only be achieved through direct dialogue between all-political parties 
•with i politics ! mandate. But the spectacle of forced Orange Order marches through Catholic neighborhoods, 
Dav < [ Trimble meeting with known terrorists and the RUC’s blatant double standard leaves many of us 
deep 11' xmcen < d about tire future of tile peace process.



07/25/96 15:01 0202 898 4255 BRITISH EMB-WASH @004/006

07/24/96 111:57 O CONG R NEAL MA @003



07/25/86 15:01 0202 898 4255 BRITISH EMB-WASH @005/006

.07/24/4)6 19:57 1J‘ CONG R NEAL MA ____ ______ @004

Lxtxer v Pline M j àer Major - Page 4


