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1. Congressmen ask State to assigr
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DETAIL

2. On 30 July, at their invitation, I called on the House

International Relations Committee to discuss their

post-Drumcree concerns. Gilman (Chairman) said that they were

keen to do what they could to help avoid a repetition of

Drumcree; he (and Smith, Chairman of Subcommittee on

International Operations and Human Rights) had written to

Christopher. I ducked the question, saying that I was

unsighted. His office Later sent us a copy of the Letter (by

fax to RID and IPL, NIO).

3. Although the tone at the meeting was moderate (and much of

the discussion covered the talks process, and the agreed Rules

of Procedure text) the Gilman Letter is strident: "Fundamental

abuses of human rights, and the Lack of respect for the dignity

and diversity of the Catholic minority, have clearly resulted

from the Orange Order marches that were forced through their

communities, and have served to create extreme anxiety, anger

and fear... Several of of us in the Congress have already

called upon President Clinton to do what he can to bring an end

to these Loyalist marches, and help restore order. It is

imperative that the Administration do so now". The Letter

concludes with a re-uest that Chr1stopher- Ples | :
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authorities and the security forces on the need for the respect

of human rights and the dignity of the people in the

nationalist community who must face these offensive parades”

UR) said. the nrom@vut

State had well-quasILLHv ied, c:)E»OEJ\JU

who would keep an eye on the march as part of

2SS al duties, monitoring it to the extent to

needed to be mon1tored. Tw fim? ct a new American role would

' add ol On a personal

‘Likely to incite the crowd (spectz B (8 as uL@[P(:fllu@Cr

'f"° _)LSULb EM)M.;LUJMJCJ for the benefi {? of Lfilu(J IFJ()ITI tors as to deter

marche rom violence. Bass took the point. Again speaking

informaLLy (we hoped to avoid the need for a formal demarche),

we hoped that State would not approach us about the monitor

proposal.

’ COMMENT

5. Bass seemed confident that the

considerations might make Christopl

Congressmen a flat "no": he migt v apl

Given the way I Left matters with the COmm1 tee, I can

and will do the same.
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