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The Right Honorable John Major

Prime Minister

The British Embassy G T | e

3100 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 
- Y Er LS

Dear Pime Minister Major: ;

We arc writing to cxpress our decp concem over the moa recent evems in Nath:m Ixeland which

have placed the peacc process in grave jeopardy. The return of sectarian violence has saddened those on both

sides of the Atlantic who have worked tirelessly to bring peace and justice to that troubled island. While we

remain hopeful that both governments and all-partics can restore confidence and trust, we do have serious

questions over decisions that proceeded and followed the stand-off at Drumcree.

—— it n-particular; wcw:shtocondcmnmthcsu'ongestpmbletams,thcdeumoflthnush

- governmentand the RovaLUIsterConstabulary (RUC) to allow Orange Order marches 1o proceed through

- predominately Catholic neighborhoodsin Portadown and Belfast triggering the warst violence in Northern
~ [Irelandina gencration. At best, the annual marches along the Garvaghy Road and the Ormeau Road are

| lnsensmve and irresponsible. At worst, they arc provocative displays of triumphalism which have historically
' led to confrontation and violence. Itis our belief that those wha forced the government and the RUC to

mpxtulate to the threats of the Orangemen, including Ulster Umomst Party (UUP) luder David Trimble,

~ must be ‘held accountable for their shameful actions. T NN e

/‘Wemequauymnumedabommeappuhnglukofpohammmmm
wghb,sr’hoods following the Orange marches that resulted in many Catholic families being intimidated,

e baf'assed"andbumedoutofthexrhoms Quite simply, the actions of the British government and the RUC

Lo »thepggtmdayshaveremfomdnanonahstsfcarsofd:sammmon,hckofmmdm
~ rights and sccond-class citizenship. We join the TaioseachJolm Bruton, Social Democraticand Labor Party

' -ffihhH“me- and Cardinal Cahal Daly in expressing our outrage over the RUC’s failure to
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The undersigned Members of Congress have been outspoken supporters of the Mitchell Principles.

We have strongly condemncd both nationalist and loyalist paramilitary violence. We firmly belicve that a
permanent and peaceful settlement can only be achieved through direct dialogue between all-political parties
with a political mandate. But the spectacle of farced Orange Order marches through Catholic neighborhoods,

David Trimble meeting with known terrorists and the RUC’s blatant donble standard leaves many of us

deeply concerncd about the future of the peace process.
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