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Th2 Prime Minister has askedme to thank you for your :

l2TIer of 22 July about the recent.disorder.in-Northern Ireland,

and to say that he entirely agreeswith you that it was shocking
ind saddening. He, his Government, and the vast majority of the

neopla of my country regard what happened as "completely

table” - in the words of the Northern Ireland Secretary,

cik Mayhew, on 15 July. We very much hope that those

2, on both sides of the community;will now recognise

their actions do to the fabric of society, to Norther:

conomic prospects, and to the peace process.
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Vou mentioned specifically the Orange Order march in

Drumcrze. It may help if I set out the facts.
.

Jlzrches-—and-parades—-formpart:iof ‘the traditional way of

- iife oz sezh-communities—in Northern:Ireland. =About 3,000 take
- - placa 2ach year,-most-without any difficultyor disturbance. It

iz for the Chier cConstable to assessthe likelihood of disorder
wifwadDarsicular-march-takes*place.“That judgement is for him
alone:as the present Chief Constable,~SirHugh Annesley, said on

- 14 July about Drumcree: "the allegation that there was political
interZesrancs is unadulterated rubbish". Thus on 6 July, he

decided that the return stage of the Portadown Orange Parade, due
o tzke »lacz the following day, should not be along the Garvachy

Rcad. Similar restrictions were placed on a planned

ccunctzr-aarch by local residents.
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Over the next four days, there were serious disturbanczs

.2 aany »arts of Northern Ireland. Threats were made against

~ police officers and their families; and numerous other people
E ~ 7er2 Intinidated. Roads were blocked; and there were widespread

ETScison property. Meanwhile, unprecedented efforts were made

=he Sovernment, Church leaders, the Royal Ulster Constabular,
munity leaders to secure a compromise agreement on the :
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when it was cle 
iiedlzcion efforts had failed, Sir Hugh cogzlsgeglghat.S oe 3 serlous risk of loss of life if the parade,1;1§t°1Y' and that, by that evening,



50,300-70,200 Orange marchers would converge on Drumcree. He
- - - -~-ner=iorz decided to permit a limited parade down the Garvaghy

LCad - PO-~ i

- -zacognise, of course, that many members of the

Jaticnallist community were extremely unhappy with the decision.

5uc I should like to emphasise that it was a decision taken in

zccd Zalth, in difficult circumstances, and with the safety of

ziiz Zarvachy Road residents very much in mind. And the fact is

=zt the violence which followed in many Nationalist areas was nc

morz justified or acceptable than that fomented by "Loyalists"

sarlier in the wesek. e -

The underlying issue isn't easy to resolve. We all

r2ccgnise a community's right not to feel threatened in its own
neighbourhood. But all democratic societies also recognise the
First Amendment right to demonstrate. It is to address this

dilemma that the Northern Ireland Secretary has announced the
establishment of an independent review of the arrangements for

marches and parades, to which everyone will be free to submit
avidenca: his purpose is to try to ensure that there is no
rzcurrenca of this month's deplorable episode.

The task now facing the British and Irish Governments,
and the »olitical leaders of Northern Ireland, is to

~=2-2stablish trust and dialogue. The Prime Minister has
strassed his determination to press on with the political

srocess, working for peace through negotiation and

rzconciliation with all those committed to exclusively peaceful

i i TR OGS v I L-is-a-processto which ‘Senator-Mitchell is making a

== aajor contribution; and it isa policyto which Mr Major's

- Government remains absolutely committed. - -
e—= — ey —c—

Ay part; T remain wholly convinced that the
;ng for peace, and the exhilaration at the absence of
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