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Background

In his mid-20’s Mr McMichael is a financial consultant. Educated

locally at Wallace High School, Lisburn. Involved in community

politics from the age of 17, he co-founded the Lower Lisburn

Community Group, which established a Community House in Hillhall,

Lisburn in 1987. His father, John McMichael, a UDA Commander and

author of ’'Common Sense’ - a document designed to encourage a move

away from terrorism into democratic politics by the UDA - was

murdered by PIRA in 1987. He took up his father’s mantle from that

time on and in 1988 co-founded the UDP (Ulster Democratic Party),

retaining ‘Common Sense’ as the backbone of the fledgling party’s

political analysis. His friend Ray Smallwoods, another leading

light in the UDP, was also murdered by PIRA prior to 1993 Council

elections at which Mr McMichael stood for the first time and was

elected to Lisburn Borough Council. He was the UDP’s sole elected

representative until several DUP defectors in Newtownabbey joined

the party in December 1994.
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