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IRA prisoners to

play crucial role

in any peace deal
By DIARMAID MacDERMOTT

THE IRA prisoners in Britain and Ireland will play a crucial role in
whether the movement accepts the joint peace declar

ation

The prospects of early

release Tor the IRA ‘pris

oners 1s one of the factors

Which would greatly influ:

tnce the leadership 1o are the inmates of the Maze
Sccept a peace deal Prison outcide Belfast

“While mether the British The prisoners there are

or 1ish governments have kept in constant touch with
Sade publhe any decision on the IRA leadership on the

e priconers. ‘the TRA outside through well est:

Ieaderampwill want guaran. lished lines of communica.
tees thal in the event of a tions which have existed for

Cessation 'of violence the years

Drisoners issue will be dealt The current Officer Com-
Dith 3 a matterof urgency. manding the IRA prisoners

‘A farge mumber of TRA in the Maze s a Belfast man

pritoncrs in the Maze are from the Twinbrook area
BieTM"%o" 'De " temporarily servingalife sentence

feleased this week for He will pass on to the
Christmas risoners the views formed

T hkely they will be by the IRA leadership on

consulted closely by the any peace deal
fepublican * movement on Bul unlike the period of
bt sitiude should be the hunger strikes in 1980
Adopted towards the peace and 1981, the prisoners will
Geclaration. fot determine the leader:

There are now around 480 ship’s decision

IRA prisoners in jails in
Britain, Northern Ireland

and the Republic

By far the largest group

jailhouse party

raises hackles
From GREG HARKIN in Belfast

THE British Government is (o throw 3 Christmas

Tor Inmates and their children at ‘model’ pi

North.

e Northern Ireland Office confirmed yesterday It has

called n Santa Claus to hand out presents o the kids at

Maghaberry on Friday afternoon.

e irst such event in the history of the prison system

tn Britainor Northern Ireland.

‘But the historle seasonal gesture at the Co Antrim Jall
has angered inmates at two other prisons

Belotners at the Mase and Belfasts Crumiin Road
esliblishments ar faming af (e NIO's1ack of soodill
{owards them.

A “pokeamsn for loyalists said: s seandalous that some
priSoners are to meel thelr familles at a Christmas party

Fialdea Jail, while others are belng Ignored.
"Ware ot piased 3nd o ol the vaious overnors

of gur feelings.”

‘The inmates at Maze and MMP Belfast are supported by
Belfast Deputy Lord Mayor Hugh Smyth

“Alderman Smyih, an Independent unionist, said: <Al
prisoners. should have the same rights. This will be
Paritcularly cruel for inmates at the Crumlin Road where
Peopie ate on remand.

\ex are nnocent unti proven Fulty "

And Wiiliam Smith of the loyallsi prisoners group

Justiee Yor All added: “The authorities are once again
beng totally unreasonable about this matier
i¥hy “hould the group of prisoners get such a privilege

when others are ignored?” he asked.
Ne ‘Northern Ireland Office however has defended the

Santa Claus party for Inmates at Maghaberry.
A pokeaman sald the idea started Jast year with a

ChtistasEve visit by childrenof women prisoners.
T Whe decided to extend It to male imates this year

This iv the furst Gme this has happened (nside any prison i

{he United Kingdom,” be said.

i s, be Catended In the future, but it Is still at an

experimntal stage,” the spokesman added
i mederatood sénior prison officers felt the Maze and

Batfast Privon weré not sultable for a large children's party

Ehe byt ot Maghaberry, where lovallsts and republicans

live in an integrated sysiem, will be held in the prison

One _ republican

id vesterdsy “The pris

ners will accept whatever

orders come i from the

Sutside
IS not like the hunger

strike when the prisoner;

themselves embarked on a

Course of action which was

against the 1RA leadership

o wishe

The prisoners are a

disciplined lot who will abey

the " leade whatever
Gecision 1s

I nown that many of

the prisoners are personally

in ‘favour of the IRA

Feaching a peace deal with
Britain

"They are hopeful that any

deal it Britan willresul

in their early release.

There are around 30

republican prisonersin jails

Britain including Patrick

= T

offences, ~ the _ Balcombe

Sireet Gmit, and Martina

Anderson and Ella ODuyer
Serving long sentences for

Conspiracy fo cause_ explo

1t is thought that in the

event of the IRA accepting
The deal. the prisoners 1n

Britain will immedsately be

transterred 1o Northern

Treland

Their sentences wil then
be reviewed and many who

Nave served long years in

Jail could expect an early

Tele

Overall_the 1RA would

want immediate release for

a large number of prisoners

followed by the staggered

Telease . perhaps ~over 4

period of several vears of
the remarning inmates.

The authorities in the

Republic would _also be
expected to follow suit

By KEN WHELAN

DEMOCRATIC LEFT lea)

er. Deputy Proinsi
Rossa, sad last migh

Sinn Fein and Gerry Ad
Should not b allowed/&

Dick and choose about yhi
They

Down

He 5o w

Fein shouldnot be g

Indefinate amount of
deliberate on whether

takeup the peace offer

the opportunity which

EAMONN HOLMES profiles the four leading Irsh officials
who helped to negotiate the Joint Declaration. \

@ SEAN 0 hUIGINN

NOEL DORR
DEPARTMENT of Foreign Affairs Secretary Noel Dort

ibeen i the centre of every majorIrish foreign policy
B the ouet 20 years, He has worked closel
Jith a number of Taoisigh since the early ‘705
'He admits the Northern problemhas been hi

pacsionate interest over thé years since his involvement

B he negotiations for the Sunningdale Agreement

A Teticent. unassuming and self-effacing man. he has
déscribedhis position as a cross between a dignitary

and& minion

\While ambassador to London, he was one of four

officrals o Dermot Nally was another — invalved in the

Protracted negotiations which ledto the Anglo-Irish
Rireement. A close collcague saidof him at the me

We ate and drank. slept and dreamt the agreement
Mr Dorr was Irelands permanent representative {0 the

UN Wwhen the Taoiseach of the day, Mr Charles Haughey

involved Ireland in controversial sction during the
Faiands, Malvinaswar in 1882 As President of the UN
S2tuHty Council in Apri, 1981, and August, 1982, he led
Smportant initiatives on Namibia and Lebarion
Tespectively

e was assistant secretary and then deputy secretary

ofthe Depariment o Foreign Affirs {rom 197410 1980
ite became Ireland's Permanent Representative(o

the UN: a positionhe held until 1983.
‘e wis Irish ambassador to London from 1983(0 1987

when he returned hometo take up s present gosition

MARTIN MANSERGH
THE disclosure on the BBC's Panorama programme that

Dr Martin Mansergh was the Taoiseach's key channel of
Communications 10 the paramilitares on both sides
Tevealed the pivotal role he played in the recent

Giscussions for the Irish Government

e Mansergh hs been leading figure in Fianna Fail
for over a decade but his strongly nationalist approach

left him a lonely figure at times.

"A istorian by training Dr Mansergh is an unlikely
memberof the green wing of FiannaFail Heis an
Angloirish, English-cducated, Protestant {rom landed
familyin Tipperary.

The Mansergh family have been landownersat

‘Canterbury and then Oxford University.
‘He came 10 Treland to join the Department of Foreign

Affairs i 1974 where he cameto the notice of Charles
Hsughey who invited him {0 join the Taoiseach's office
When e took power in 1980. His duties involved speech
Wriing and dealing with Anglo-lrish matters
When br Haughey 0st his positionin June, 1951, Mr

Mansergh took the very unustal step for a career

Slplomat by Tesignin his position to work as an advisor
{othe Framna Fail leader. He has beenin that position

Since. remarning 1o serve Albert Reynolds.

SEAN O hUIGINN
LITTLE is known of Sean O hUiginn, the fourth member
b tne irith negotialing team, and the Department of
Oe AT{arsa 1t EIving awdy no information about him.
Hee e former rish representative at the Anglo-

Irtoh Secretamiat at Maryfield which arose from the

Anglorish Agreement

Fihow 15 the headof the Anglo-Irish section ofthe

Depariment of Foreign Affairs and is seen as one of the
e prayers in drawing up Government policy on
Narthern Ireland

e dapartment yesterday declined 1o provide any

further Dographicaldetails of Mr O hUiginn, pointing

o i 1 r th practic o rlease uch dtas hout
Civil servants.

‘Civih servants act on behalf ofthe Minister of their

Degartment and not on thelr own iniiative, and it would
e tnappropriate for them {0 appear1o take credit,” 3

Spokesman said

DERMOT NALLY
DERMOT NALLY has had
oncentrateon his golf nandicap since his He

Fetirement from the Taoiseach's Depart-

le time to people of Northern Ireland.
fopent the last 12 years in the

Cabinet . Room. _Sitting * beside _the

T Irom Uf last year due 10 his Taolseach at the top table, meticulously
Involvement in the erucial negotiations

\Which i€ to 1ast week's Joint Declaration,

‘Rearded as the -periectcivil servant,” _interesting
e sepved five of the State's nine Taoisigh su

i 16governmentsaver the past 20 years
His proudest achievement15 the part he

Agreeme

the final draf

any " chang

£n Treland w

nsent

* British counterpart

& Robert Armstrong. He is credited with the EC
of Article 1

first ime an Irish history
n tatus of was

ald onl
he majori Thatcher.

recording, the political decisions of the
Gay. His diary of those years would make

Yeading, but as & firm

sorter of the Supreme Court decision

binet confidentiality, it 15 uniikely

he will spill many secrets
‘He atlended every European summit

meeting. except one, since Ireland jomed
in 1972 and was the only cvil

Servant present at every meetingof heads

ernment since 1980
Tenowned for the

nship he . enjoyed

out the Anglo-rish

come sbout ~relati


