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Poritics
Joseph O’Malley

A delicate

balance of risks
OWto persuade without inflaming? That was the

headline poltial challonge Abert Resnolds set

Tor the suceess of ast week's Joint Declaration

it John Major. And theyboth met it convincini. add

ing greatly to theie political authority and stand

For Albert Re i is comidersbl ot

Flumph, t0 win John Major's support for terms which

Fefecta very siunificant sifi the Britivh Government’s

attitude on the North

Both Ieaders (00k risks for peac, but with neither

tracting substantial concessions from the other which

ould only have made the peace they sought harder0

achiere

The Downing Street declaration offers just enough (o

providc the TR Wit a fuce-saving exeuse (0 cal of its

Violence. but not cnough to provoke outright nionist 0ppo-

Sition and s0 deral the peace process

As the Taviscach made clear in the Dailon Friday.

ehen he utined the backgroundto the peace initiative

he defcate hatance inall achiced was hasedon th

Hume) Adams initiative on the nationalin side. comple

mentcdby written and mediatedcontacts with unionistpol

Taicians (James Molsneaus and Allisnce leader John

Aldcrdice) and the lovaiit paramilitaries, who were

ffered reassirances on the GovernmentTM intentions.

e it Declaration can he read in two ways for

owo different audicnces. both for what it xays (0 unionists,

and what i implics 10 nationalits

For unionists there i the reassurance by both govern

majorit veto on constitationalchane in the

fonalists and Sinn Fein, there s the British

ecognition that the Irish problem s o be

Solvedby and berween, the people on thi istand, with Beit

‘in facilitating any agrecment — including Irish unity — it

he Latter has concurrent majorities, both North and South,

That Joint Declaration scryess an historic compro-

mise betweenthe (wo traditions in the North, with the Bri

{sh role reduced to that of honest broker in sceking4 solu

o set. ncreasingls. in an Irish content

Fiawerer, the underlying message remains clear and,

despite beimg implied rather hin stated. i the most signif

‘cunt one in the declarati

in Northern Irelund rea

I Gavernment is politely signalling

o withdraw from the North. And,

Shif i political atitude i the whole Joiat Declarat

For both Albert Resnolds and John Major, achicving

that delicate balance wasa calculated gamble. Tt risked a

angerousil in Anglo-Trish reltions if the two govern-

ments filed to dgeee u joint statement, eaving the Irish

Goverament closcly allied 0.3 Sinn Fein position

Tt f Dublin nd London did agrec. then only a bal

anced accommodation of nationalist and unionist positions

Could ensure s success — by persuading the TRA, without

inflaming unionists.

S far the formula has workedwell — at feastin the-

ory. But will it work in practice? To date. the responses

al “divap-

he suceessof the political batancing
Pa greateror leser

egree. but ot o the paint of outFight rejcction

wm Nincerity on
. andb forcing A 10 aceepto

et the tfer Whtle UUP leader s Mohncaun

pragmatically recognises the poltical exercise for what it
e for not giint up vio

on diminivhes

The virtue of he Joint Declaration is that it makes no

Tundamental cancession1o terrorist violence. Andit also

mirrors more closcl the democratic Spring principlesthan

e Hume/ \dams proposals, with the clear and

mambiguous definition of Scl-detcrmination as applying

Keparately in both states, North and South, acceptedby

both gorcraments

For Sinn Fein and the IRA, acceptanceof the right of

majorit < North is

he most difficul cpudiates

25 yo hasis of the ight of

Salf determination of the island 4 whle, with 4 majority

n the North not allowed a veto.

With the moral uthority of both governments hehind

the joint declaration, and with the groundswell of public

Supportfor peace kroming, it becomes increasingly dificult

for Sinn Fein and the IRA (o reject the best offer they can

expectto get.

For rejection will mean they have lost the g0od will of

those (Iike Albert Reynolds. John Major and John Hume)

Who have taken isks for peace, to help thom end the vio-

ence. And Sinn Fein and the 1R\ would forfet their

e cliimto be seriows about peace, and concerned about

[

in'a bid o win back support lost (0 the UUP-in recent
andi time for o o-clection

menty vears fater, almost othe day. the Downing

Street Declaration now joins the Sunningdale
5 the third in the scriesof major

With the same aim and the

Wil show whethersuch hope this tne is justified
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Brooke and Gerry Collins

and carried on by Northern

Secretary, Sir Patrick

November) '~ it

approached by a senior fiz-

ure in the TRA 10say that

the “conflict is over” and

Liam Collins reviews events

leading to the signing of the

joint declaration last week
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ks
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“Wapped by
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ton the Fianna Fail PD

| coulition is replaced in Jan
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Fail Labour Government

and Mr Spring takes over

the Foreign Alfairs portfo-
o

195 The Dub-
Tin'Londan Belfast small “commitice”

end without agr
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included
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and the Provisio

Were looking for

il IRA

an aher

ment; John Hume began

talks “in the spring” with

Gerry Adams, President of

Sinn Fein,

June, 1993 Fourtcen

monihs ‘afier he began

Working on the document

Mr Reynolds came up wilh

the first main draft of the

declaration which he. sub

mitted 10 Downing Street

This was & negoliating posi-

tion whieh represened the

outer limit" of what_the

Irish Government could

agree. The central princ

ples were the recognition by
the British Goxernment of

the right of the Irich people

10 self-determination and

the acknawledgment by the

Irish Government (o the

irelind <

deputy. Guenin

and Rodenc Lyne

adviser appointed

Major

uly, 1993

strengih. Prime
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with Gerry Adams.

mess with the
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there is so much difficulty in
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Olympia Theatre from Jan. 17th

The Sunday Independent

are giving away

25 sets of 4 tickets

10 this

award winning play

| - Based on the life of

Jeffrey Bernard, the play

stars Dennis Waterman

and is directed by Ned

Sherrin and is going to be

the smash hit of 1994!

Just call the competition line below, answer

three questions and you could be one of our

25 lucky 4 ticket set winners

1550 123 125

“hich appliesa the North South

relationship. is that so muchof 1t is

based on pure funtus

T 15 indeed theological at this

stage. 1 the sense that theology gets

Very awhoward ifyou allowthat there

ight be no Theo. that there's no

‘one there at all, and that you're

Taking1 all up in hopeless defiance

of the void

On Questions and Answers, Ann

Connolly asked us What has fantasy of

Snihe e come 0 Kotk S a United Ireland

g lnd uteri soletve got in common with
ind nahonalsts up above an inflatable doll?

Declan Lynch has
Where's his new

the answer

Shape

State going to Jfast, is 1

oing 1o be Armagh? What's the

National Anthem of this new State

goim 10 be? What's the flag goingto

be. what form of governmen are we

going 1o have, is 1t Boing 0 be

| Tederal, are wegoin to adopt&

Canadian. a Belgian, u Swiss

sructure, are we prepared 10

consider joining the

Commonwealih

Il TM Easy on there, Ann. you are

‘ interieringwith the dreaming

-

and woken up (Y0 years later 1o be

imased at this bizarre issue which

e scemed 1o be addresng.
My God. whats happened. what

have | missed: wha's huppened to
Paistey. what the hell s tis person

out. 5 the Pope sl &

was a though one had fallen

sleep during Questions and Amswers

*leaders Gecided 1o ppoimt &

cils 10 bexin work on the
i side
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Able progress

Dick Sprin

advisors Tike Fergus Finlay

of

John Chil

ot "head of he Norhern

Thomas.
a special

by M

Unionis

kept

developments. from
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Moly. quent carrying
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don’t

dream
Woman Centre. Ann Connolly

would be well versed in the need to

be aware of the consequences of

ne’s actions in the transports of

unearthly passion. The

morning.after pill which could

ullfy the grief of 4 North South

coupling. once the mirage s hifted

s vet 10 be invented. 1t would be

like the beast with o backs,

without the two backs

The “United IrelandTM fantasy has

more of the quality of 4n inflatabl

Which Fianna Fail in particolar

Shankl

of . the

by Gerry

hase enga

occasionally pointing out that their

model has real hair. And when the

Tgh catches her 4 certainway

‘Ann Connolly's futuristic:

scenario reminds me of my own

Versionof "4 United Ireland”, which

i th idea that Athlore Towr will

iy win the European Cup. or

the Champions League as it 1s now

called

Vhave every right to aspire to

this. They are a football team. it's 11

against 11 out there in the park. and

one day. the other crack sides of

Europe may see their way (0

accommodating this perfectly

understandable desire on the part of

Athione Town fans everywhere.

North and South

Stranger things have happened

Not

‘and the following day trav-
€15 1o Dublin 1o hand over

a set of proposals (o the

Hrish Government. which he

asks them 10 forward to

The discus-

and Tunmanste

and special

nue’lnll»w:d This du-

rewrn for the Taoicachs pu “announced u Select

resume the inl- ke seiting up of the. Irsh

e

London

hour deld

he Downing Street

declaration was signed 1n

London by the o leaders

on Wednesday . December

1S, Since then John Major

o Wa'taa 2

November, 1993: Ten days

The Brusls meeting

nd Britsh offic

and resu

5 quickl

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

{he Strects of Bellast. Informed of events

DREAMING
OFA

CHRISTIAS?
1550 123 601

1550123602 |

1550 123 603

1550123604 ||

1550 123605

1550 123 606

Now you can call

“Weatherdial” to ge the
lotest Mel Service weather

forecast anywhere in

relond - 24 hourso doy - 7

doys o week. For the

weather in your areo just

| call the appropriote number

| opposie

o

Comnavght

Uhger
Dubin

S hreo

WEATHERDIAL

i 7


