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From our discussions it 
emerged that while we arc both 
agreed that dir Irish people have 

Sinn Die Irish will akn 
haven't, 
argue t 
atgumc'

inverted action to persuade 
people to join to­

rs in building a new

1 •vernment f 
policy a , -J 
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iple to

reiterate the verv 
that is central to all 

■"s with you. that the 
....•termination and the 
I self-determination 

reaching agreement 
people of this island 

ill-determination is Io

The adoption of such a position 
* ;• Sum rein, the SDLP and 
Dublin no ver nine nt would 
advan'c the sitnati'm. concentrate 
ever vonc's nd rmt least the 
Unionists pul die respond J 
bihl' whets .‘clones -- with diet 
llnti’.h government I

/■'/9//W

anyone doubt that the. 
wlio ate suffering, nios, 

Sinn I /in calls lhe
Northern Ireland are pilicy 1 

of nationalist areas? which

denvier; 
has no 
Beland

Maximum political units in Ire 
land based on these principals and 
reared Inwards persuading the 
British government to 
policy of disenp.arcmen 
context of Iti'li r: 
seems to us to be a Im 

of a nationalist 
usticc 

a step i 
y which i* 
< itssmns.

and the
\ h?' t,n •'’nd
l,r.,:,n.7 any links or —■van...
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cannot bt 
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2. Jhis question underlin-s a 
consistent weakne*. it; the 
nationalist ' republican appn nch. 
Ihc tendency to gel i.-.ng ui» on 
abstract principles such as 
whether or not the British h.ve a 
legitimate right to k: Ireland 

s British po 
•mocralic pokes 

is continued 
implementation 

due provision (or 
nrthern Protestants 
i made to win their 
adopting such 

British would 
z ining the persuaders 

While such n scenario 
appear improbable at pi 
surely if Britain now- has no s, 
interest in bring in Ireland it must 
have an open mind on the future 
of Ireland and be open to such a 

'•sition In this proposition 
arc restating the nationalist 
democratic position that the 
misis have no tight to main- 
partition and inc muon in 

!>*il‘nii to a national rmiotitv.

□nd Hriti'h disengagement. J
J /in .and the SDl P would -.igfec 
lOjkiCVmiPPAJdaBorpi Hpohtieal 

s could be per- activity,, which would .safeguard 
Irish unity and ’hr_)nlCfCSlL_Qk_UJC_njiioualisl ent I

CC’inn’yn’ty Ihese issues, accord- endlc 
ing io the document, voider 
include action on extrat’ —■ 
plastic bullets, strip-searching. 

,,,,,,, RU( brutality, repatriation of 
•w lhe tight prisoners, SUSP's and lifers 

in Ireland reviews the Diplnck courts, thd 
mild not b< UDR. the PI A. rhe FI'A. rid 

Payment of Debt Act. discriimna I 
tion in employment and h'glc 
nationalist unemployment, eco | 
nornic curback* in the In aldi* 
service. changes in social security1 
laws. cultural rights, etc.

Britain, as v 
within Irel: 
resolved s... 
to be a lasting peace and stability I the

6. I his proposal is answered in iriic 
the first paragraph

7 lhe SDI.P is prepared lo 
enter into meaningful discussions

Per’ with anv political party which and in w 
"Po_' receives a popular mandate and I tclationshi; 

which uses democratic and peace- . ..
ful methods, with a view- to » 
working for agreement in Ireland | 
To this end the SDLP would also | 
join such patties to seek inter­
national support as would be 
appropriate.

proposals and SDJLP®; detailed
 argue that they S^I.V will co-operate to the full 

t the British will always /v;u, siim I’/in in ensuring, that 
that tlicv have, and both / ,jK a|| 3,fas arc relieved

ments will be based on diflcry o[ tf,r pressure of the military and 
historical perspectives. D/- nnilC(| po|icc presence We have

rss argument simply leads/to |in|f ,|oubt that in such citeiim-
a reinforcing of each positionz6nd stances that object could be

ulriion, no piogrcss on the real problem aehiesctl verv quickly. A' Io the
.telling. It is much better to deal wHh the political presence, oiu own view

ihiv, repatriation of factual reality than tn ha<c end- (,n (|,nl js contained in our
S()SI"s and lifers less debate about id/ological - original document and in our

jfCljtiidc  . . answer to J ami is indeed central
__I)K_r_cal. i)|icstionjyjioss_,do we I lrt ()lll «j1()|c political strategy and 
end die British prc^.nc.e_iii,Ire- I analysis

Venhin3~a~uar>lc aptfpeaceful Ire- I .v-Lple who ate suffering. m<ist~*“1 he Unionist 

land ' ~ / C * from what Sinn I/in calls lhe torically, hat! :
--------------—’ it., “war" in Northern Ireland ate pilicy towards 

r..rlr nl nationalist areas? which the 
land first/ What in fact we ()lrrf nn( p,oun<|< for ending whatsoever, 
mid ail be discussing is bow we that.war bv using the exact same coed m that 
Iievc tlvft obtectrve ami how rcn(firn pndraig Mac Piarais Irish unity 
_C3n.ft/.r.sii3dc_Btiblia to assist an,| his'roinradcs m the CIPO in succe 

l°|f> when,they laid down their have 
suffering on ever.

are : 
tion

olicv consent of Nori 
olics like any other . .

>ed desirable on the c* 
in financial ami politic 

,or ments needed Io end 
•ns i« a respons'i;;;.. 
,urr democrats to 

a Irish people nr
’,c Sinn I’ein has I 

that Northern Protc 
,"a' fears about their co 
tr'ir T''’"' liberties We 
J.'J, ,c,"lv i'lsi-tcd that 

must be 
protected.

lhe fundamen, 
and nationalist 
alwass been to 

andon its panic? 
tpl instead a | 

...awing bom Ircla

res pons
the right lo sell-determination, 
there is a major diflcrencc be­
tween us on lio« nccessarv it is

.iblain the aprccinciit of Union 
if there is lo be unity in 

land __________________ _
OnJhc.sccond matter it .appears 

lo_uj Jt)3t_in kccpirig_w.ith many 
people Sinn I/tn conluses two 

i vci<2fl_WICl5C.d_L'Y_ Unionists
JlLC_U'H.oiyMsJiajT_a_n1a.furnl 

vcto_jincej|icyJnc_lJiL this island 
and sincc__lhcit_ agreement is 
essential if unity is to be 

hc_ achieved. 
•st Ihc U 

torically. 
-olicy lox

fetred on its .actions 
would concede the rit 
majority of Ihc Irish 
determme I 
agreement 
pursued to 

. and non e

1 nic !“'h vicknr. 

violence.

We wish to 
strong view- 
our discussions 
right to sclf-slet 
exercise of 
depend on 

1 between lhe 
.1 as to how sclf-c 
,1 be achieved.
I It must he clear that such 
I agreement cannot be achieved by 
jfotcc. In staling that we .arc 
simply restating what was said by 
’lone two centuries ago. when he 
was quite explicit in stating that 
the way to achieve the right to 
self determination of the Irish 
people w-.as to unite Catholic. 
Protestant and Dissenter lhe 
same sentiments were repeated .a 
century later in Belfast bv Parnell 
when he said that Ireland can 

• people never he united and can never 
meh. Il jiave i(S freedom until the rteju-

(Iicc«. n( the Protestant people arc 
I barriers conrihated."
between ^re we at last ready to take 

Ireland (|)C challenges thrown down 
both men and which have never 1
really been taken up by the J
leadership of nationalist- |
republican Ireland ? -I

v.C.dd make the following pro- . 
posals to anv parts- interested in j 
□chicsing these same ends ?

I Concerted political action, l\ 
nationally and internationally, lo i 
jKJ'tiadc the British Government f 
to adopt, as a matter of 
commitment to and 
towards, progrc’sivcls breaking 
down the barriers between b>..n 
pails of Ireland-that base tlrvel- 

I oned since 'partition and to using ’’ 
all the infhiencq and resources to j '.J 
persuade the Unionist people that | 

pheir best interest lies in a new i 
cis have .also, his- Ireland which accommodates th'-ir ! 
a veto on British interests’ to their satisfaction and !
Ireland, a veto to which has a new relationship with |

:v_ha.d_njj__ lieJ" >'»»«•■»*«-
that veto was excr- 2/Con
Brilish policv denied Unit 

unitv Up until now tether 1
•ssivc British governments Ireland
been pro-Union. Now. how-/ 3 In the 
they arc neutral in that the/ political effor 

saving, without taking a poo- internationally, 
i themselves, that Irish unity is social and ecom 

a matter lor those who w.-uft it . which affect all on 
,rc rctsunding those who do not. ' 
:n' lherc is~, iherctiuc, nrqJimc^to 

s|op British governments Eccom- 
: - •» nro-irtsn unify in their 
i,...ictcs. Otrr task is to persuade 

xhips1' tbern to go in that direction and tn 
be ah their considerable tnflu- 

resourccs to pursu.adc 
...-t people that their best, 

arc served bv a new 1 
a new- Ireland in which I 
interests are accommo- 

to their own satisfaction 
which there is a new 

. .......... ,..mip with Britain.

1 ' I'flicvc "can only be aclnevcrl by 
political means and which have to 

: ’ I nc achieved by prditical means if 
’c 1 the outcome is tn be a stable and 

peaceful Ireland It goes without 
saving that if a new Ireland i’ to 
be built |Mililically it shrmlrl be as 
painless ns possible for the people 
who have suffered so mti.'. 
must also involved (he progres­
sive breaking down of all barriers 
which have grown up I 
people m post-partition It, .......

SF says Unionists have no right to maintain partition ji 
is the text of the actively seek agreement ai mng objective becomes British pnlicv consent of Northern Protestants, government whose selection tum we propose that. Sinn Fein |

ument. "Terjiiad the people who share th- jvla'-d of ;ll)d while Ihc democratic pohev like anv other interest group, is would be a democratic matter (sir and (he SDI.P jointly issue a call fl
— A Joint tali’ Ireland on how ths can be contained in it is continued desirable on the constitutional, the Irish people. I his position is to the Dublin and London gov. <

like lo explore accomplished thtmiphnui its implementation financial and political arrange- based on the principle of national ernments (or them to consult fl
n that "Bntam Once this is the British r.’’i- c- there must be due provision lot ments needed to end partition. It self determination and on the together to seek aerecment on the »

has no live the strategy (or'ti^tegtc'I fnr lhe rights of Northern froU'stants if a respons!bili1y of all Irish democratic position that Britain policy objective of Bish teunifica- ■
ing here achi-ving ir should be a matter of and eserv effort made lo win their democrats to guarantee that all has no legitimate right to be in tion Having agreed this, both H

a sre formal agreemrni between the consent Uy adopting «uch a Irish people arc treated ertually. Ireland governments would issue a public
who lepresnitntivcs of the Irish ptoj-le policy the ’ British would be Sinn prjn hn<. |on„ n(.ccptcd Maximum political imitv in Ire statement outlining the sters they M 

.and th- British posernmrni. lhe joining the persuaders ||in| N(,Ilhrrn pfoICstanrs have land based on these principals and ''''cod takuig to bnug aiy.m a «
search lor surh arreemenl nmst Vhde such n scenario mas rivj( ,n(| ,r)i. fra,r,| rclMia,|;nr n,r peaceful and orderly lltrnsh M
of cours- involve Dmrhern I'mr. appear improbable at pn sent h|,rr(lr. We have eouxis- Brrli'-h government to ad-pt a rolHtcnl and military wuhdrawaT
csranis and every effort mu I be fmrly if Britain rm '- has no '-If «fn||v ill(j.lr,| lh.M ,|ir„ hbertirs policy of disenr-rement in lhe " specified
made tn r-t rh-rr agreement ami interest in being in Beland it must (n)|U (%e nljainnt< ed and context of Iroh reunification 1'="'"'-
invrhcmerit in the consoimi.inal. have an open mind on the future pr„rf(.|r(] seems to us tn be a fundamental

..::-.;s=-?s=“= i— 
attitude tn si.,), nmngcm-ms, .-nd ilcmocralic position that the nlwavs been to pet Britain to As a step towards surh a
their rights mmi guarani''d u. I fmonisis have nn light to main 'H'1'’" •” partitionist pnlmy and virat'rv which i« the staled ami of 
whatever arraor'iiirnts envife lam pariifitm ami rl.c union in T' -a puhrv of »nh our •hstiissums. and as an cxplor-
from «iirh d-lib- »;>m ns oppo’ifon tn □ n.aotmal rnatmitv. -awinr horn Ireland ami handing atrnn of ihc SIM I s .-s'cimm

ir v, • -| ( aj-.f. ........  that pi- over "wcrcigniv to an all-lrcland reg.irdinr, the current llnti<h pnsi

; SINN TETN PROPOSALS SI I 
Ot’I IN “SJRAIEGY TOR

’PEACE”
! I. That Sinn F/in and
: SDLP agree wath and endorse lb'.
I internationally established 

ciple of the right of the 
.‘people to national 

determination.
* 2 That Smn
; SDLP agree lhal . 

legitimate right lo be
3. Thai Sinn L/it 

SDLP agree that t . 
politically motivated in its actions 

 nd that IRA volunteers are not 
criminals.

1 lint S’ T’'- *-J 
SDl T agree lhat lhe  •
crrirnrril and iis force' in Ireland 

not in a peace-keeping role 
lhat Smn I cin and lhe

1 .'.DI T would agree that failure tn 
. rule out nationalist participation 

m a devolved or internal Six- 
( minty arrangement actually en- . . 
courages the British to pursue □greemeni In the SB 
ctr.h politics and in reality would has always been the i 
protract the conflict . never been faced uj

f< J hat Sinn f/in and the xciioiiv way by nn
SDI.P agree on a common soln- rrpiibliranv in Ireland 
tion tn the political situation real challenge facing ill 
existing in the Six Counties cannot be pursued by

, 7 lhat Sinn Fein and the
SDl P join forces to impress on 
the Dnldin Government the nerd 
to launch an international and 
diplomatic offensive lo secure 
s-lf’determination.

In the interim, between Ihc 
:«ce< plane e of a common stintcgv

h'-l.xi

Inchk
|we_can.ft/(r5ii3dc_lhilAin

the IRA may be politically 
vated, no legitimacy can be 
>-------. — ----- pn (

igh! r
< ihc iti<h fcoric co ; 
the means by which ([rn(
in Ireland can be

i nn unrepresentative 
ectcd, non-account.ablc 
: organisation.
SDI.P view- is that 

onlv produce’, further 
The most effective res­

ponse to violence in Northern 
Beland is non-violence, despite 
the temptation tn do otherwise.

Condemning the violence f 
pcfraterl by British forces can 
excuse p.atnniilii.arv violence a 
legitimate response. Both arc 
counter-productive and cr-ate 
barriers to achieving political pro­
gress.

DI'RING II IF TALI 
the SDI.P and Snn 
SDI.P dedmcrl its 
British governments — 
Siiadcd to support Irish unity a..-, 
influence Unionists to accept 
"that their best ' interest’ arc 
served by a new Ireland " In the 
lat-xi ver nf doeuments tn be 
released the SDl I' akn atgued 
lh.il agreement on hnu- “ 

■ in seJI-dcterniinarinn 
should be exercised c< 
achieved bv force.

Die SDI.P gave a detailed reply 
to seven proposals by Sinn I /in 
in its initial rlocument. “A Stra'- 
egv for Peace" (publish'd in full 
bv 7hr huh 7tmrj on September 

i 7lh).

IIIF. following i 
Sinn I cm docti 
ing the British -

Sum J'cin would I
I the SDLP assertion that i>n<
1 tv now saving lhat she I "
■ micrc’t of het own in being, h 

mid lhal het only interest i’m
1 arreemcnl among th' people '
. jhate the island of Ireland "
; If thi’ is the c.a«e (ami Sinn 
I Fem remain unconvinced lhat ii o 
! 'nl I’nen it would appear that 
I there is currently •’’n opportunity 
I amt an urt'iii need lo test llic 

SDI.P assertion by -^icmplmp to 
p-rsiode th- British government

• lhat rhe Itvi was to ’ »ce agie<
• m-m am-uir ihc p-op!e who share
i i’-e island of Irelan.f r. f-i
• ’t'llain lo t-pl a |-o','v of en.-liuc
• the min n --1 th- romr-' of >

nul-.l ll-|'Tl|l ■!‘-ll‘l|| 1*0 I-

Sinn F/in and the 1>»- PROrOSALS 
lhat lhe British Gov-’ I. lhe SDLP view i« that lhe

i J., ,’...ces in Ireland Irish people do have the rirlil to 
'---------r role <r|f determination. Ihc prohl-rn is

lhat the Irish people .are divided 
as rn how that right should be 
exerciser! The real search for 
pcare. justice and st.xbilily in 
Ireland i' th- scaic1' for «uch ,. .

•he SDLP view ’bis lhe speedi 
case ami has military ni

need up tn in any presence
by nationalist- or with all
' 1 "hi' r the presence

i ' is It on the
“a rned people r<

rdicst wav to settle ihc 
and armed police 

rm the street'., together 
lh- consrqti'iiees of that 
which weigh so heavy 
 already disadvantaged 

people represented by SDLP and 
Sinti F/in. is lhe political way If 
lhe British fioverniii'nf States 
that the icason for that presence 
on the streets and conseoucrit 
activity is the IRA campaign, then 
remove the stated justrficatic.ri by 
ending lhe campaign In the event 
of that campaign ending, the

Th- SDLP has n" ••bjection and 
indeed would be willing lo work 
with Sinn F/in or any other p»rty 
to develop a strategy’ towards the 
achievement of agreed common 

‘r j objectives. We would make it 
5Cl'’ clear, however, lhat we wouM be 

working together on -.xac'.ly the 
same terms — using democratic 
and peaceful method' and without 

s or associations with 
:ani’3tionx nr v 

for such

icntal Republican P'111 .
pn.Hion !•.«

gel Britain to As a 
irtitionisl poli'y and stral'ry 

policv rd «Uh our di'Ci 
and and liandmi*

ereigntv to an all Brl.ind

government 
would be a de 
the I 
base '

. ....raip . 
miles in

• ...i,h,they laid 
. s lest thbv bring

..icir people 1 X
5 _1 bf_SDLP_hns never argued 

for 3_jH!(.dl_JDlcnuJ settlement. 
I lie only people whd«do so are 

who advocate an'Sjidencr.
Northern Beland. Tht'SDLP 

has repeatedly made clear ‘shat ing" 
relationships between Beland and pofjj
Britain, as well as relationships'’ (Eni. ... ..

Ireland, need to be Ifj- all thei 
satisfactorily if there is $/hce and re 

isting, peace and stability I the Unionist 
i.ilcrcsts 
Ireland: 
Unionist 
dated 

id ir


