Dear Generai de Chastelain,

our =wo Govermments have worked to secure the launch of

comprehensive negotiations to achieve 2 mew beginning for
relaticnships withir Northerz Ireland, within the islarnd of Ireland

ane between the pecoples of these islands, and Te agree new

ipstititions and struccures to take account of the toztality of

relationships. We believe the negotiations which start on 10 June

offer the best oppertunity for many vears to secure this goal.

On behalf of our two Governments, we invite you to join a group of
|

|
distincuished individuals, ﬁhaired by Senator George Mitchell, to
pl=ey a role in chairing the warious aspects of the negotisztions

which require independent cJairmanship.
greed to invite you to provide tche

independent chairmanship in |Strand Two of the negotiations. As

Our two CGovernments have a

e

such, you would also chair the Business Committee, unless the

participants in %he negotia?ions, in accordance with the Ground

P 4 o i F
Rules, were to decide otherwise. We also invite you to help Senator
itchell inm agsisting our two Governments in giving effect to our
joint commitment under paragraph 15 of the Ground Rules for the

NE Y. sl e
negotiations, a copy of which is enclosed.
|
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~wxa Of the group iavited by the two Governments are

your former coileagues on the International 3ody, Semator Mitchell
and Mr Holkeri., The roles envisaged f£or the other mempers of =:e
Group are set out in paragraph 4 of the "Scenario for the Opening

Plenary Session”, & copy of wWhich is enclosec.

As that paragrapn alsc makesi clear, both Goverc—ments are agreed that
it will be open to the ¢group to propose alternative options in the
light of tke reguirements oféthe negotiations or as circumstances

warrant.

The regotiations will be launched &t 2.00 pm on Monday 10 June &t

Castle Buildings, Reifast, by the Taoiseach and the Prime Minister,
|

after which they would hand over £o Semator Mitchell as Chairman of

the opening pienary. The arrangements envisaged for this opening

*g

la
-

b+ |

session are set out iz the "Scemario for the Opening ary

Session”. g
i

Some other key documents which provide guidance orn the negotiations

R i
and the mole of the chairmern are also enciosed.
i
Representatives of the-follawing parties have been iavited to
; . Pt i
nominate theixr negotiating teams:

Alliance Party

Democratic TUnionist - OUP

'

Labour

e,
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Northern Ireland women’s Céalitien
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP)

Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP)
UX Unionist Party (Robert McCartnev)
Ulster Democratic Partf {(UDP)

Ulster Uniocnist Party (UUP)

The above list does not include Sinn Féin, In line with the policy &

set out by the Prime Minisier and Taciseach when they met on 28

vy

Febzuary. Sinn Féin‘s participstion ia the negotiaztions requires

6]

the unsguivocal restoration of the IRA ceasefire of Audgust 1994. We
very mach hope that Sino Féin can take their place ia the
negotiations, but this wiil not be possible tnless and until there
is en unequivocal restoration of the ceaseiire.
- LA i A 4
We remzin profoundly grateful for the distinguished service in the
|
cause of peace offered by you and your ceclleagues on the
Intezrnational Body. We very, much hope you will feel able to accept
our invitation to piay 2 key role in these negotiations also.
! : d
Naturally, we stand ready to answer any cuestions, and to follow up

with all haste in providing you with such other guidance as you may
t

- -

requirs. i

Yours sincerely, ;

Dick Spring TD The Rt Hon Sir Patrick Mayhew QC Mr
Tanaiste and Minister for Secretary of State fou
Foreign Rffairs Northern Irelanc
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