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MESSAGE:

Dear Monica?

Cheers,

It was great to meet you last week. 1 had a wonderful time and hope you all found it 
useful. Thought you’d find the attached article interesting—it appeared in the 
Sunday Boston Globe.

John F. Kennedy School of Government 
Harvard Institute for International Development 

Harvard University

Julni I1. Kennedy I'k.liiiul itf Giivtti uiiinit 
Harvard University

79 John F. Kennedy Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
phone: (617) 495-1320 

fax: (617) 496-6241

Good luck with all that you have before you, I hope our paths cross again some 
time soon.

Jul 31>1996 02:03PM
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Here are eerie echoes of that moment ort 

May 15,1974, the Ulster Workers’ Council 
called a general strike all over Northern Ire­
land to protest the newly formed “Power 
Sharing Executive,” in which members of all 
political parties in Northern Inland would 
have a share in self-governance. The might of 
the British army, responsible for security in 
Northern Ireland, was unable to cope with 
the growing chm The “strike” become the 
overthrow of a legitimate government, and on 
May 29 the ahort-ftved and courageous w 
pertinentft33 terminated- Northern Ireland

art of the Northern Ireland trag 
/will be played In W on Aug. 10, when 

tte JWfifitant Amntice Boys march is 
sntifidiM Th? fertmmentfl^ police leaders 
aiwi the bro *x,nuaiun^ea ^vo one mnrfl 
chahiw to put the spirit and words of the 
Frtinnwwk Dttuawnt into practice. The 
threat of violence from one side cannot be 
used aa p scapegoat to leave the nationalist 
community there at the mercy of uncontrolled 
gW and hostile police. If Drumcree is re­
peated, one must seriously fear for the future 
nf Northern Ireland.

 resolution to do the right thing, no matter the U—--------------—“—Z7 VTElizabeth Shannon w director of the Interna- 
twnal Vvritars Propum at Boston University
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to put ttlfi spirit wd wmls IM A. wtto practice

A slim hope for Ulster pence survives 
------ - cease-fire in the coming weeks. So, despite

the odds, there is a ragged sense of hope as 
the talks get underway.

Now the fallout from the tat of the dan- 
.  ’ t is preposterous that the fragile peace in |fll provocative Orange march# in
■ fl. Northern Ireland is cmoe again tottering Northern Ireland has threatened the entire 

towards extinction. A peace process proce98 with an almost predestined doomed
, carefully nurtured over two years by the did have to be so.

"■ ■ ■ ™ . fi The very core of the Downing Street Dec­
encouraged by the Clinton administration, fi- document te to

____i. J 'O4*v«M*vwk«kTi T Ininn Attn ... « • « a,.. 4.1___

American tovertment and would be a fair deal in Northern Ireland for
*-“^**u . the CathoHc minority. The IRA wakpersuad- r--------

ed to announce their original ooRW-fire ,, . n?4*n it ni4 Northern ITupon this guarantee* . : -r
Then Sir Hugh Annealey, the head of the 

Itoyjd Uhtei OvHBtnbulfl»y( *wcw*l hie 
v, ir.iunl JuZlilw wl ullwxd mamte™ thn 
PxvtwUiit Orange Ureter to march ftunxigh h 
Uatiiolic neighborhood at Druiiusre (in Por- 
tadown), uateiiflibly because he feared ch®

H I towards extinction. A peace procesB
_________ -

Si British and Irish governments, supported and
------ - , , larauon ana me rnwucwv»<x 

bvZ X
BE maiority of people of the country cannot sim- 
■ff ply within a matter of weeks unless
Kite rewive to make it work is not there 
BK a few months ego, it seemed that there 
Kwm going to be a brave world for chil- 
KWrraffiBg u■EfSil.irftte Mwwhwter danwg*1 
Kb4ldid not doatroy the. prooeflfl. Once experi- 

jShcfid, {toace is pp addiction hard to break.
■s' , Ttere are many positive elements to make 

gg, tiontf a P^ftteAl parfv. the Women’s Co-
Sg action. Years of playing supporting roles to’ 

of no talent created among the
{E women of Northern Ireland a desire to make 
SS^teir vofcea heard on the main stage. They 
tk>. have new tHngs to say and new ways of say-

• ii^it The party was able in Six weeks to pub­
lish 14 policy papers, campaign, raise money

— and elect two repiwen- 
tatives to the talks, 
Monica McWilliams and 
Pearl Sagw, Catholic 
and Protestant.

They brings new 
■uj . dynamism and awill- 
n >\ ingness to make pohti-

M ■ ,'V cal compromise and ne- 
r * W gtrtUtton in order to ac- 

< «ji i^complish the substan- 
'i-iu 'rtife goals of ttetslkfl. 
;,i7 i|’*They are eager to dfe- 

iZuuM and act on the fe-
- fiuee of the agenda,

11 ri‘TUy di notc^naWer
■; ri? spending B month dh- 

ni cmwlngthe wwting jiIaii
..«'» »i an irouv wvdhy vf iteL

T; time. The core ot wc
Woman’s Coalition in-

J dudes three pritttea)
•J principles: political in-
'... dufiiven#*, equity and

■;7 ; respect for human 
rh...,; righto.

Another positive
:.f: ' element ia the presence

of former US Sen.
George Mitchell in Bel­
fast, who provides a 
welcome and strong 
mediation role. There i» 
even hope that the IRA 
might call another

going to be a brave world for chil-

MR^£Ihwtei, donwg*1

gnefid, {toace is an addiction hard to break.

am v  That decision - and the harsh treatment
by the RUC towards the nationalist popula­
tion affected by the march - wfll go down in 
Northern Ireland’s history as another mo-, 
meat when fortitude of spirit, courage and 
i_____________________________________ .. ’

outcome, would have changed the course of 
history.


