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MESSAGE:

Dear Monica,

P.a1

It was great to mcct you last weck, [ had a wonderful time and hope you all found it

useful, Thought you’d find the attached article interesting--it appeared in the

Sunday Boston Globe.

Good luck with all that you have before you. I hope our paths cross again some

time soon.

Cheers,

Aot
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W™ 1 is preposterous that the fragile peace in
. Northern Ireland is once agsin tottering
towards extinction. A peace process

o nurtured over two years by the

. British and Irish governments, supported and
encouraged by Lhe Clitton administration, fi-

Xz nancially helped by the European Union and
8 American investment and desired by the vast

ke ajorify of people of the country cannot sim-

253 ply dissolve within a matter of weeka unless

B8 (1 resolve to malao it work is not there.

8% A few months ago, it seemed that there

B owven gning to ba & brave fiew world for chil-

S v growinig up in Northarn Ireland, The

B+t af the oowse 1o In Manchuwter damagad

S byt &4 not destroy the process, Once experi-

B sficed, paace is an addiction hard to bresk.

B4 There are many positive elementa to make
. We All-Party talks succeed. One is the forma-
- tlon ““W@M“_‘}_ﬁ_@'
% ‘alition. Years of playing supparting roles
er{osding actors of no talent created among the
i women of Northern Ireland 2 desire to make

11 -their vojeea heard on the main stage. They

: have new things to say and new ways of say-

- {ng it. The party was able in six weeks to pub-

lish 14 policy papers, campaign, raise money

}‘-';1 * and elect two reprosen-

tatives to the talks,

Monjea McWilliams and

Pear] Sagar, Catholic

and Protestant.

: They bring a new
'4."‘»‘ -~ dynamiam and a will-
~nfv: ingness to make politi-
“.4 Veal compromise and ne-

.7 A1’ gorlation in order to ac-
Ak l‘i’wmpﬂ‘h ﬂ]e mbm-

il & tive goals of the talka.

: t{ ‘Thay are eager to dis-

it} ddeuss and act on the is-

"o 45¥ suee of the agends.

o | ey 36 not conmider

; vitf« ‘spending B month dis-
L.udni mﬂg‘hﬁ WH"K ]l]-lll

..atd- & Ay worthy f sl

{1 ; time, 'The core of the
: - Woman's Coalition in-

v b cludés thres politieal
.» 13 prineiples: political in-

2o clusiveness, equity and
'] - respect for human

4.2 rights.

: Another positive

11" elament is the presence

"1 offormer US Sen. :

George Mitchell in Bel-
fast, who provides a
welcome and strong
uediation role. There is

. even hope that the JRA

" might call another

to put the spirit und words of the Eramewonk L

A slim hope for Ulster peace survives
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cranand o practice

cease-fire in the coming weeks. So, despite
the odds, there is a ragged sense of hope as
the talks get underway.

Now the fallout from the first of the dan-
gerously provocative Orange marches in
Northern Ireland has threatened the entire
process with an almost predestined doomed
failure. This did not have to be 80.

The very core of the Downing Street Dec-
laration and the Framework document is to.
guarantoo that, come hell or high water, there
would be a fair deal in Northern Ireland for

the Catholic minority, The IRA wab persuad-

ed to announce their original casse-fire based
upon this guarantee. - .

Then Sir Hugh Annesley, the head of the
Royul Ulsle Constabulary, wovorged hi
o ‘r_lun] .J:.d&l}ﬂ M llnlllm mlmhm nl' 'hﬂ
Prolelait Orango Ortior to margh fhrough n
Catnotic nelghborhood at Druiicres tn Por-
tadown), ustensibly becsuss he feared the
widespread violence that might ensue other-
wise. That decision — and the harsh treatment
by the RUC towsrds the nationalist popula-
tion affected by the march - will go down in
Northern Ireland’s history as snother mo-,
ment when fortitade of spirit, coursgs and .
resolution to do the right thing, no matter the
outcoms, would have changed the course of
history.

i
(i) b

P @°

Here are eerle echoes of that moment or
May 15, 1974, the Ulster Workets’ Couneil
called a general strike all over Northern lre-
{and to protest the newly formed “Power
Sharing Exeeutive,” in which members of all
political parties in Nurthern Ireland would
have & share in self-governance, The might of
the British army, responaible for security in
Northern Ireland, was unable to cope with
the growing chaos, The “strike” hecame the
overthrow of & legitimate government, and an
May 29 the short-lived and courageous ex-
periment yns terminated Northern Ireland
has not, had selfgpovernment since.

The poxt aot of the Northern Ireland trag

“edy will be played in Deryy on Aug. 10, when

the. { Axtorentice Boys march is
hpelufed, The gpramiients, palice loaders
andl the Ly communtiias have ons mora
chuitea to put the spirit and words of the
Framawoerk Document into practice. The
threat of violence from one side cannot be
used as b soppegoat to Jeave the nationalist
community there at the mercy of uncontrolles
gange.and hostile police. If Drumeree is re-
pegted, one must seriously fear for the future

'pt}Northem Treland.

Elizabeth Sharnnop is directar of the Interna.
tional Visitors Program of Boston University
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