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1. You spent an nour this morning with Tony Lake and
Nanvy Sod

arberg on Nortmern lreland,

2, You tgld Lake that the Prime Minister had spoken of
northern Ireland, and oI tne aeath @arlier toaay OI wWarrant
ofricer pradwell, in his speecn to the Party conlerence. Twu
oints to|note: the undertaking to iptroduue de-coumissioning
legislatign and the plan to give Nortaern lrisn Members of
pParliament more scope to gquestiuvn Ministers.

luma Adanl

3.  You téld Lake that you had received John Hume's reply to
the Prime|Minister's ara:T article. Laxe said he, too, had a
copy. As|background, you explained that the intelligence
snowea thht the Provisionals continued Lo pursue a twin-track
stranngy:{commltting acts or terrorism while professing to be
interestefl in talks. The entire ieadership of S5inn Feln/PIRA
were signgd up to this policy. Their decisions to resune

and to move it rrom mainiand sritain to Nozrthsexrn

violence, |

Ireland, had been taken at high level. So¢ it was far from
clear that Adams either wanted, or could deliver, a ncw
cease-fire.

nought that Adams/McGulnness saw the advantages @f

4, Lake
negotiated selllemunt, but accepted violence a# a ;

seexing a

means of lexerting leverage. Adams hoped the British :
_Governmerft would get him out of the hole in wiiich the Lisburn

dumped him by accepting the revised language ne had

pombs had
sent us Yhrough Hume. Dut Lake readlly agreed that the new
Hume/Adans text was unacceptable to us. He agreed that Hume

y optimistic in nis (apparently genuine) pelier that y !
nis latecdt CGXT would he acceptablaé to Londan, but argued i
£nat, if[it had peen, Adams would have been able to duliver a !
nev cuasg-fire. You again expressed scepticism,

was wilda
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5. You smid tnat Sinn Fein had to undexstand that a simpia
repeal off the J1 August 1934 cease-Iire announcement would not
do. 1nis time, it would have to be genuine, and boxne out by
events or the ground. Lake interjected that at least the last
ceace~fire had bought 18 months of relative peace - and one
could axjie whether the pest use had been made Or that
upyurLunjty. Scderberg sald that the answer was to build on
any new deasc~rire aAnnouncement by creating sufticient

progress (un the polltical track to make permanence 3 de facto
reality.

6. You eala that Sinn Fein needed to understand that
violence|did not pay. Untfortunately, they seemed to have
convinced themselves that the Docklands bomb helped deliver
all-party talks. Progress in the taiks nad to be made ragi§1y
cnough to make them realise that they were losing out by being
excludedl Meanwhile, let Adams feel some pain. &lnn Fein
needed tg pay a price. Lake agreed: that was why he had
refused ko take Adams' call the day before ~ but was likely to
glve him| one chance to say hie piece after he, Lake, had
spoken th ourselves and the irish Government.

pent some time discussing how best to move the

-ward, ln order to build up the pressure on Sinn Feln
r a nev IRA cesse—fire. The Lisburn hombs, and the
ility of admitting Sinn Fein to the talks in the near
ven iL there was a nev caase-fire, might make it

o "park® the difficult question of de-commissioning,
claimed t£o be interested in moving toxward., He spoke
ng with de-commissioning in the short-term by defining
y what the terms would pe for the admission of Sinn
er on (ie new pre-condltions). There were dangers in
yroach, but it ought to be possible to park

ssioning in a way which both reassured thc Unionists
ir legitimate concerns would pe met should there be a

cease-fire, and left open the posgibility of Sinn Fein
later if there wag onhe,

rberg suid that "parking" de-commissioning without
how it would be handled in the event of a new

re left no incentive for Sinn Fein to join fin. There

0 be a clear measage that Sinn Fein would be admitted
after a decontamlnation period of, say, 3 months,
they also signed on to Mitchell ip rull (ie,
parallel de-commissioning). She and Lake were

4 that 8inn Fein would eventually accept Mitchell's
on de-commissioning. You wondered whether the

5 could live with this. Lake and Soderberg arqued

imble should be rsassured that there was no prospect ot
y appesrance of Sinn Fein at the table, and the

ion of a decontamination period. He might not like

letting the Loyalists off the hook. - But if the Unioniste

J
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baulked, ¢r wought a lengthy nagotiation, the two Governments
should sigply announce that thesa were their terms and move on

to the substance of the three atrands.

Y. You left Lake and Soderberg in no doubt about the
difficulty of selling such a package to the Unlonists, put
thanked them for the brain-storming, Ministers would be
wvorking odt the next stepe over the coming week., You would
keep the White House in close touch as thinking evolved.

' r as

10. Lake {brisfly ralsed Loyalist prisoners. You took him
through (yet again) the dangers of politicising prisen issues,
and being |seen to discriminate betweesn Loyaligt and Republican

prisonersy Lake/Soderberg also raised the timing of George
Mitchell's return to Belfmst. He was planning to g¢ bagk on

28 Octobes, but could it make it on 21 October i necegsary,

oh agreed to wait and see what emerged from isters!

del3 ations jusues next weck,
Neours |[Evar
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qqﬁtc: Williem Erhman Esq, FCO
Colin Budd Esq, cabinet Office
Ken uindray Esq, NIO
I M ampassador, Dublin
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